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CHAP. I. 


Ox the 4 of June, rl „4 Lawns! : 
and Oxford ſtage-coach, on its roach from the 
latter to the former city, having changed 9 50 
horſes at Watford, between two and three 
0 Cock! in. the afternoon, either owing to the 
wiſh of the coachman, who was very much * 
in liquor, to diſplay his dexterity in the ma- 
nagement of four very ſpirited horſes, or to 
the ſtopping of a very handſome carriage at 


a linen-draper's, juſt above the inn lie was 


ſetting out from, which forced him to take a . 4 


ſudden ſweep, the coach ran upon a poſt on of 
the 15 po ſite fide of the . which occa- be, | 8 < 


ſioned its immediate overturn. 
vor. 1. 


8 
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Such an accident ſoon aſſembled a oreat 
crowd. They firſt picked up a woman who 
had been thrown from the roof, and who, 
upon inſpection, they diſcovered had been 
killed upon the ſpot; yet, notwithſtanding 
the violence of her fall, an infant ſhe had in 
her arms, who was aſleep at the moment, had 

- eſcaped totally unhurt. It was a fine boy, 
about nine months old, and the woman ap- 
peared to be its mother ; for, upon exami- 
nation, it was diſcovered ſhe gave ſuck. The | 
other paſſengers were as fortunate as the 4 | 

child, but none of them knew the unfortu= | 
nate victim of the coacliman's inebriety.— 

The miſtreſs of the, carriage which had, in 

- fome meaſure, accelerated this misfortune, 

had been among the firſt people to offer her . 

aſſiſtance to thoſe who might have been ſuf- v 

ferers from the accident, and had caught the 0 

i fant out of the mother's arms, giving orders f 


for a ſurgeon, and to have he. carried back e 
to the inn, whither ſhe followed her, in hopes a 
the byſtanders might have been miſtaken in le 
their prognoſtics ; but as her benevolent in- | h. 


tentions, a 


tentions, to her great regret, proved of no 


ſhe was, and where ſhe came from. She was, 


his new nurſe, who, inexpreſſibly affected by 


don, and had been taken up at a village a 
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avail, ſhe thought it neceſſary to learn wh; 


though very clean, yet meanly dreſſed, but 
the child was particularly neat ; and, uncon- 
ſcious of the loſs he had ſuſtained, he looked 
about him as ſoon as he opened his eyes, and, 

as if accuſtomed to ſtrangers, ſmiled upon 


ſo tragical an event, wept over him, while 
ſhe. preſſed him moſt affectionately to her 
boſom, declaring ſhe would not part with him ; 
till he was claimed by his ſurviving g parent, . "i 
if ſuch there Was, or other relations „ 4 


=_— 
\ £4 

£ * 
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The coachman was ſummoned to give in his 
report reſpecting the mother. All he knew 
was, © That ſhe had paid her fare to Lon- 


few miles on this ſide of Oxford, having 
croſſed the country from ſome place, behind - 
a man on horſeback, _ This was what he had 
learnt from his fellow-ſervant ; and as ſhe 
had paid her fare, he had made no enquiries 


about her name, which of- courſe was not in "% 


3 - Ts 
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the way-bill : but he thought there was little 
doubt of finding out who ſhe was, as the 
14 other coachman could eaſily make the en- 
1 quiry where he took her up. Her pockets 
+8 and baggage were now ſearched, but there 
'Y was nothing to lead to a diſcovery, either of 
# : her name, or uſual place of abode—merely a 
few changes of clothes for herſelf and the 
q child, and between ſeven and eight pounds 
f ; ; in her pocket; it was therefore preſumed ſhe 
| 1 Was a farmer's wife going to London, to 
1 viſit ſome relation or friend: - perhaps ſome- 
body would be waiting for her where the 
coach inned; in hopes of which, Mrs. 
Davenport, the kind Samaritan, who had 
taken the helpleſs infant under her protection, 
wrote a ſhort letter, as the beſt way of break- 
ing the melancholy tidings to whomever | 
they might concern, and gave it in charge to 
a very E manfibe waking man, one of 


Oo 
the infide paſſengers, who promiſed to deliver f 
it, ſnould any perſon, where the coach top * 
ped, appear to be intereſted in the contents. th 


If this did not prove to be the caſe, the coach- 1 
man 5 


* 
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man was sto make every neceſſary enquiry where 


the woman had mounted the roof of the ſtage. 


Every thing being thus ſettled for the pre- 
ſent, the coach proceeded on its journey, and 
Mrs. Davenport conveyed her young charge 
to Fairfield, the name of her ſeat, and deferred 


giving any orders concerning the funeral till 
the arrival of ſome of the poor woman's rela- 
tions. No ſatisfactory, nor indeed any, intel- 
ligence was obtained through the means of the 
coachman—*< Noone was waiting the woman's 
arrival in London; nor did any one know” 
either who ſhe was, or where ſhe came from 

at——,” This was fo very extraordinary, 5 
Mrs. Davenport ſent one of her own ſervants to 
the village in queſtion, who returned with as 


unſatisfactory an account as any of the former. 
e The woman came there behind a ſtout, 
good looking, well-dreſſed man, very well 
mounted, but who did not even ſtop to bait 


his horſe ; and ſhe had aſcended the roof of 


the coach within a quarter of an hour after 
her arrival,” 


"BS 


3 
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In conſequence of theſe repeated diſ 
appointments, orders were given for the 
funeral, and recourſe was had to adver- 

| tiſements in all the town and conntry 
papers, minutely deſcribing both woman and 
child, mentioning where they were taken 
up, and how they reached ——. Still no one 
appeared to claim the infant; and the people of 

Watford began to hint, that whoever the child 
belonged to, acted wiſely—* he could not be 
better off; had he been ſent to the pariſh, 
no doubt he would have been claimed. 

This was an experiment Mrs. Davenport was 
not inclined to make, as ſhe had grown ſo 
fond of him: having no children of her own, 
ſhe reſolved to bring him up, and, ſhould he 
continue unclaimed, to provide for him in 

| ſome way, when at a proper age. 


SS 


Tu lady, who had ſo humanely taken 
of a General Officer in the Company's ſervice, 
who had fallen a ſacrifice to the climate of the 


he had formed the reſolution of reviſiting his 


fortune at the ſole diſpoſal of his wife, whom 
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this orphan, or abandoned infant, under her 
care, had not been long a reſident in the viei- 
nity of Watford, having ſpent the greateſt 
part of her life in India. She was the widen 


Carnatic about three years before the com- 
mencement of this hiſtory. He died juſt as 


native land, leaving an honourably nc 


he had married for love — not that ſhe had: — 
left England, as many young ladies 2 9 
hopes of uniting her deſtiny to a rich huſpand/̃ 
No vgh ſhe was born neither in-ſplendour nor gy 4 
A e affluence. 3 


' 
AN 
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_ affluence. Her father was a Clergyman in 
the north of England, who, dying when ſhe 
was very young, left her and her mother 
| in reduced circumſtances. A lady of |, 
Ti faſhion in the neighbourhood, in whoſe houſe 
5 Mr. Lewis generally officiated as chaplain, 
humanely undertook the education of the 
young Frances; and, upon her mother's 
demiſe, when ſhe was only twelve years of 
age, ſhe became a conſtant reſident at Mrs. 
Ravenſby's ſeat, who had her: taught every 
thing likely to make her prove a real -out- 
ſition to any genteel family, in quality, go- 
verneſs. Soon after ſhe was turned of 
eighteen, a brother of her kind friend's, who 
had long reſided in India, came over to tranſ= 
act ſome buſineſs with the Company, and 
mentioned to his ſiſter his intention of taking 
ſome young perſon out with him, quali- 
| fied to ſuperintend the education of his 
daughters, requeſting her to look out for a 
young lady of that deſcription. Sb imme- | 
diately recommended Miſs Lewi and it 
was: eee agreed, if the propoſal met 1 
- 4h her 
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ber approbation, ſhe ſhould return with the 8 
Governor; and when he could reſolve to part | 


with his children, they were to be ſent over 


with her to finiſh their ſtudies under Mrs. 


Ravenſby' 8 inſpection, who agreed to re- 
move to London when they arrived, for the 
benefit of the beſt maſters. Such an arrange- 
ment could meet with no objections from the 
grateful Frances, who, though ſorry to quit 
her benefactreſs, was greatly conſoled with 


the idea of her propoſed return; therefore, 
at the appointed time, amply provided with . 
everjicequiſite for ſuch a voyage, ſhe ſet fait 


for Bengal, where ſhe ſpent three years 1n the 
Governo”'s houſe, who never failed, whenever 


he wrote to his ſiſter, to thank her for having 


parted with her young favourite for the bene- 
fit of his daughters. —At the expiration of 
this period, it was decided that the young ladies 
ſhould leave India the following year; and as 


Miſs Lewis had rejected many excellent 


offers, from a fear of appearing ungrateful 


to her banefactreſs and. the Governor, that 
gentleman releaſed her- from her engag gement 
- 0 B 5 a SH 182 to . | 5 - 3 
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to accompany his children to England, and 


ſpoke ſo highly in favour of Major Daven- 


port, who had long been in poſſeſſion of her 
7 heart, that it required but little perſuaſion te 


induce her to accompany him to the altar.— 
Though they had not any children, no two 
people enjoyed a greater ſhare of n 
felicity. 


1 


The Major was the younger ſon of an an- 


cient family, who thought they had done 
their duty in ſending him out to India 
very much againſt his inclinations, and 
leaving him to riſe by his merit and bravery. 
As he poſſeſſed both in the ſuperative de- 


gree, he had attained the rank of General 
ſome years before his death no thanks to 
his relations: therefore the diſpoſing of his 


property in favour of his excellent wife was 
only a juſt return for her exemplary con- 
duct, and the real affection ſhe bore him.— 
Having paid every reſpect to his memory the 
ſincereſt regret could deviſe, ſhe ſer fail for 
England, determined to ſettie in the neigh- 
| 7G. . bourhood 
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bourhood of her firſt friend, with whom ſhe” 


had conſtantly correſponded, and in or near 
her native village ; but, to her infinite foro: W 
Mrs. Ravenſhy paid the debt of nature while 

Fer voyage. This melancholy 
intelligence made a great alteration in her 
plan; and before ſhe formed another, ſhe 
reſolved to conſult an only ſurviving diſtant 


ſhe was upon 


relation of her father's, whoſe character Mrs. 
Ravenſby had taught her to reſpect, and 
whom ſhe frequently mentioned in her 


letters, in hopes of promoting an intimacy, 
which was likely to prove of infinite ad- | 


vantage to cog parties. 


Dr. Tits at the age of fifty, was {til 
a bachelor. He had for many years travelled, 5 
in the capacity of governor, with various 
young noblemen. Having thus acquired 42 


handſome income, and a living in Lincoln- 
ſhire, but unfortunately in too low a part of 


a that country to allow him to do the duty 


himſelf, owing to a weak conſtitution, he bad 
fixed his abode in the environs of the metro- 
6 pole 


92 
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polis. Mrs. Davenport paid him an early 
viſit; their relationſhip rendered the formal 
ceremony of an introduction unneceſſary, - 
and a ſimilarity of ſentiments and diſpoſition 
ſoon induced them to conſideffeach other in 
the light of old friends. 


Dr. Lewis by no means approved of her 
intention of reſiding in the north, and 
pointed out how infinitely more agreeably ſhe 
would be fituated in any pleaſant village near. 
London, as the ancient ſpirit of Britiſh hoſ- 
pitality was almoſt totally extinct, and ſhe 
would be conſidered as a ſtranger even in 
her native village, which would only ſerve to 
remind her of former friends and paſt plea- 
ſures — ideas by no means calculated to increaſe 


her felicity. If retirement was what ſhe 


ſought, ſne might live more privately near him 
than in the more remote part of the iſland; 
and if ſhe wiſhed to ſelect a choſen ſociety, - 
the neighbourhood of London would cer- 
tainly afford her, far more opportunities of 
that kind, than ſhe could meet with in any 
country place, He had been employed. 
1 many 
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many years in endeavouring to inſtruct the 
riſing generation, but could not boaſt of 
having been very ſucceſsful ; therefore his ; 
preſent aim was to ſee as little of thoſe follies p 
(which neith@ his diſpoſition nor cloth would 
allow him to counte ance) as poſſible, and to 
do as much good as laid in his power. He 
then entered into a few details reſpecting his 
manner of living, which appeared ſo rational to 
Mrs. Davenport, that ſhe earneſtly requeſted 
him to take up his abode with her as ſoon. 
as ſhe was ſettled ; alledging, by his advice, 


ſhe ſhould be enabled to axake ä Ne 8 


of the gifts of Fortune, without falling into 


either of the unjuſtifiable extremes of par- 
ſimony or extravagance, This idea was 
ſo flattering, that Dr. Lewis readily conſented 


to aſſume the "oe of her domeſtic chaplain, Do 


7 / ; 


F 1 125 been e to be colt b 
juſt before their meeting, and was im= _ 
mediately purchaſed for W future reſi- 
dence; but, owing to various neceſſary re- 
pairs, ſhe had but Juſt removed thither when 
this —_ commences. Her eſtabliſhment 
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was formed upon a liberal, though not extra- 
vagant plan, — and a ſelect ſociety, to which 
ſhe had been introduced by the Doctor, who 
daily roſe in her eſteem, rendered her ſitua- 
tion truly enviable ;—and thoug ſhe ſincerely 
deplored the accident which had placed the 
helpleſs infant (ſhe had reſcued from the pa- 
riſh) under her care, ſhe at the ſame time re- 
Joiced at the opportunity of rendering her be- 
nevolence a permanent ſource of delight.— 
Though very averſe to the idea of parting 
with the child, ſtill ſhe thought it neceſſary to 
make every farther poſſible enquiry in the 
neighbourhood where ſhe was led to ſuppoſe 
the unfortunate mother had reſided a taſk 
Dr. Lewis readily undertook, but could 

obtain no intelligence likely to anſwer the 
end of his journey; and, upon his return, it was 
agreed that the child ſhould be chriſtened—a 
ceremony it might not yet have undergone; 
but admitting it had; as there ſeemed no 
likelihood of diſcovering its former name, it 
was neceſſary to give it another. It was 
therefore carried to the pariſh church, and 
baptized | 


LEY 
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baptized by the name of Clement Davenport, 
to the no ſmall amazement, and even ſcandal 
of ſome of the neighbours, who almoſt 
thought it a ſin in his godmother to beſtow 
her own name upon a child of ſuch doubtful 
extraction :—had ſhe put 1t out to nurſe, 1t 
would have been more than doing her duty 


by it, but to think of hiring a maid pur- 


poſely to attend upon the brat, was a ſure 
ſign her thouſands were hghtly got ;—how- 


ever, they wiſhed the child might be the 


better for her folly in the end. 


As theſe ſtrictures did not reach Mrs. 


Davenport's ears (nor uld they have made 
any alteration in her plans if they had), ſhe 
thought ſhe was merely paying her debt of 


gratitude to Heaven for having granted her 


as generous a friend when in as much need 
of protection as the helpleſs child, who ſoon 
engroſſed a conſiderable ſhare of her affec- 
tion. As he grew up, the lightneſs of his 
form, peculiar beauty of his features, and 
uncommon ſycernels of his temper, made 


#4 


* 4 \ 
N « <= 
« - 
* 
J os 
a. lj 


was Gequently occupied in formi g 
his future advancement in life, and had once 
decided, if he was not claimed before that 
period, to ſend him to ſchool when he at- 
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him more and more beloved by his kind be- 
nefactreſs: Dr. Lewis thought his infan- 
tine ſallies diſplayed ſtrong marks of inborn 
genius, and ſoon found great amuſement in 


ſuperintending the firſt ſtudies of the young i 


Clement. 5 


Mrs. Davenport, who never recollected 
the untimely fate of his mother without a ſigh, 
had ſtrictly cautioned her houſehold againſt 


mentioning the unfortunate incident to her 


godchild, who therefore ſuppoſed himſelf an 


orphan, without being ſenſible of the extent 
of his obligations to his kind godmother, who 
plans for 


tained his ſeventh year, and to India at ſix- 


teen, where ſhe had ſtill friends likely to aſſiſt 


her benevolent intentions; but her firſt plan 
was. deranged by the ſingular attachment 
both ſhe and the Doctor felt for him; they 
_ therefore 
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therefore determined to undertake the taſk of 
his education between them. At a public 
ſchool he would be unavoidably ſubje&teU to 


) 


mortifications they were particularly anxious 


to ſhield him from; in India, neither the 


obſcurity nor uncertainty of his birth would 


impede his promotion, though it might ſub- 
jet him to many diſagreeable reflections, in 
a ſeminary near Watford; and Mrs, 
Davenport could not bear the idea of remov- 
ing him to any diſtance, 
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A TRIVIAL event occurred ſoon after he 
was ten years old, which, for the firſt time, 
made him ſenſible of the diſadvantages he 
laboured under. He was in a ſmall room ad- 
Joining his bed-chamber, appropriated to his 
uſe, where he kept his kites, balls, and fiſhing- 
tackle, under the window of which a very 
fine peach-tree had been trained, the aſpect 
of the wall being peculiarly favourable to 
ſuch fruit, which had at this period juſt ar- 
- rived at maturity. Mrs, Davenport having 
mentioned her wiſh to preſerve them, ren- 
dered them perhaps more tempting in the 
eyes of her houſehold. Be that as it may, 
two of the maids, little ſuſpecting they were 
overlooked, came with an intent to gratify 
their 


— 


— 
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their appetite, regardleſs of their miſtreſs's 
prohibition, | | 


One of the footmen, who generally at- 
tended. Clement when he went a fiſhing, was 
aſſiſting him to arrange ſome lines at the 
window, which was open. Owing to their 
being buſily employed, they ſtood very 
quiet; but hearing a little buzz below, 
Clement looked out, and making a ſign to 
his companion, inſtantly lowered a line he had 
in his hand, ready prepared for angling, and 
caught hold of a very ſmart cap, and, by a 
ſudden jerk, drew it up, and in at the win- 
dow. The footman burſt into a loud laugh, 
and Clement triumphed in the ſucceſs of his 
exploit: — not ſo the offended fair one, wha 
felt particularly angry to find herſelf not only 
detected in an act of diſobedience, but ex- 
poſed to the ridicule of one of her male com- 
panions. In a very peremptory ſtrain, ſhe 
demanded the reſtoration of her cap, threat- 


ening to prefer her complaint to Mrs. Da- = 


venport if her requeſt was not immediately 
complied | 


[ 
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complied with, Clement only laughed at 
her anger, telling her he could retaliate—ſhe 
was. gathering forbidden fruit. One word 
brought on another, till the damſel burſt into 
tears of rage, and called Clement a beggar's 
brat—nay, a beggar's baſtard for any thing 
ſhe knew to the contrary, and vowed ſhe 
would not put up with ſuch treatment from 
any ſuch baſe-born urchins. The footman 
retorted; and the quarrel became now 10 
ſerious and loud, that Dr. Lewis and Mrs. 
Davenport, diſturbed by the noiſe, came 
out to enquire in what it originated. An 
explanation was therefore obliged to take 
place, which proved fo little favourable to 
the enraged Mary, though her reproaches to 
Clement were ſuppreſſed, as ſhe had under- 
taken the part of orator, that Mrs. Davenport 
thought ſhe had met with no more than her 
deſerts. Mary had a ſpirit, and made an an- 
ſwer which occaſioned an order for her im- 
mediate diſcharge. , 


3 Though 
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Though Clement thus came off victorious, 
Mary's reproaches made a deep impreſſion 
upon his mind. Mrs. Davenport remarked 
the unuſual gloom upon his expreſſive coun- 
tenance when he came to wiſh her good 
night. Beiug as fond of him as ſhe would have 
been of an onlv ſon, ſhe anxiouſly enquired 
if he was not well; then reflecting upon the 
before mentioned fracas, ſaid, in a gayer tone, 
« ] am afraid your having offended Mrs. 
Molly lays heavy upon your mind ; ſhe was 
heretofore one of your favourites.“ 


Clement was ſorry he bad been the occa- 
ſion her being diſcharged. 


" Well, if that is all that diſtreſſes you, I 
can eaſily recal my word; I will tell her, at 
your requeſt, I ſhall overlook what ſhe faid.” 
Still no ſmiling teſtimony of his gratitude irra- 
diated the face of her favourite; ſhe even per- 
ceived tears, which he was in vain endeavouring 


to diſperſe, ſtanding 1 in his eyes, and his heart 
ſeemed 
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Wed too full for utterance. Seriouſly | 
hurt, ſhe folded him in her arms, and re- 


queſted to know what had thus affected him 


in ſuch ſoothing terms, that he burſt into a 


violent flood of tears, and at laſt ſobbed out 


Mary's reproachful epithets, and a requeſt to 


know who he really was. 


More provoked than ſhe had ever been in 


her life, Mrs. Davenport exclaimed, © I am 
truly ſorry it is ſo late; had 1 known this 
ſooner, that girl ſhould not have ſlept another 
night in my houſe. But be compoſed, my 


dear boy - your parents were no begs, 3;— 
an unfortunate accident deprived you our 


mother; but while I hve, you ſhall never 
know the want of one ;—your ſentiments 
would do honour to any ſtation ; and a good 


man is ever more reſpected than a great one. 
Think no more of what that creature ſaid; I 


ſhall ever glory i in my godſon.“ 


Dr. Lewis, who had been preſent dur- 


ing this ſcene, obſerved it might afford 1 


Th papal. 


. 


grounds Mary had founded her baſe aſſert- 
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pupil ſome ſatisfaction to learn upon what 


ions. Clement' 8 countenance -ſhewed how 


much he would be gratified by the propoſed 5 


communication. Mrs. Davenport, there- 
fore, not chuſing to be preſent during the re- 
cital, roſe to leave the room; he took her 


hand, and once more hoped Molly would not 
be turned away upon his account, promiſing 


never to fiſh out of his window again, 


% N inſult you, my dear child, in ſo cruel 


a manner, is doubly inſulting me: any other 
offence might have overlooked upon your 
interceſtton ; but after ſuch a proof of the 


malignity of her diſpoſition, I ſhould deem it 
a crime to retain her 1 in n my ſervice.” 


She thin Cn embraced the child att 
her adoption, and proceeded to force her 


former orders to the houſekeeper. 


The ba meanwhile, ſatisfied the curio- 


fity ofthe impatient Clement, ſoftering his re- 


lation 


1 
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lation by repeated aſſurances of his own and 
Mrs. Davenport'sattachment ; which was very 
much increaſed by the gratitude ſo artleſſly 
| expreſſed by the young liſtener, who, though 
hardly at an age to appretiate the benefit he 
was likely to reap from Mrs. Davenport's 
kind intention in his favour, was perfectly 
ſenſible of the indulgent treatment he had 
ever experienced from both her and the 
Doctor. „ : 


* 


CHAP. IV. 


Soon at after this event, Mrs, Davenport 
took a ſmall houſe in London, where ſhe 
conſtantly ſpent the winter months, and fre- 
quently a week at a time during the ſum- 
mer, that Clement might have the inſtruc- _ 


tions of the beſt maſters in thoſe ſciences and 
accoſnpliſh= : 


_ 
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Pl 


accompliſhments the Doctor did not con- 


ceive himſelf competent to teach, Thus the 


enſuing ſix years ſoon rolled on, and Mrs. 
Davenport found herſelf more averſe than 


ever to part with him at the period ſhe had 


B Oe 5 


decided he ſhould go to India. If ſhe was 
ill, no one was half fo anxious for her re- 
covery, nor contributed towards it ſo much. 
If ſhe ever went out without him, he always 


flew to welcome her return with unaffected 


delight. To render her happy ſeemed to be 
his only ſtudy; and her approving ſmiles 
conſtituted his greateſt felicity: to deprive 
herſelf, therefore, of his ſociety, ſhe foreſaw 


would be to relinquiſh her greateſt ſource of 
delight ;—and as ſhe had no relations in want 
of what ſhe had to diſpoſe of, ſhe determined | 


to make her favourite her heir; and, by way 


of giving him conſequence in the neighbour- _ 
hood, made no ſecret of her intentions; and 
he was ſo generally beloved in the ſmall, but 
choſen circle of her viſiters, that no one diſ- 
approved of what Clement deemed an exceſs 
of generoſity, Much as he loved her, he 
VOL, . : Cc -., 
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was very ſorry ſhe had relinquiſhed the 
ſcheme of ſending him to India, where he had 
hoped to riſe by theſe talents he owed to her 
benevolenze ; but ſhe treated him with ſuch 
uniform maternal tenderneſs before he was 
eightcen, that the moſt brilliant proſpects of 
future advantage would hardly have conſoled 
8 him under the idea of a ſeparation. | | 
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vere fit of illneſs, which induced her ſe- 
riouſly to think of ſettling her worldly con- 
cerns. She therefore, aſſiſted by the advice of 
two of the firſt lawyers in England, made her 
will, leaving her beloved Clement her whole 

fortune, a lic annuity to Dr. Lewis ex- 
cepted, and a few handſome legacies to her 
old ſervants; ; conſtituting him his own maſ- 
ter from the moment of her death, leſt even 
Dr. Lewis ſhould prove a leſs induigent 
guardian than herſelf, and thought herſelf. 
more than repaid for all the Kannen ſhe had 
ever ſhewn him, by tae unfeigned tranſport 
her unexpected recovery occaſioned the * 

5 | grateful | 
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PRs” youth. From chat time-ſhe allowed 


him five hundred a year, and would have had 
him participate in the amuſements the me- 


tropolis afforded; but her own principles, 
which ſhe had early inſtilled into his mind, 
and inculcated by her example and gentle 


precepts, induced him to confine N | 


wholly to her ſociety, and to endeavour, by 
every exertion of his mind or talents, to ren- 
der her leſs ſenſible of her declining ſtate of 


health. Thus was the rewarded for her un 


bounded benevolence ; ; her medicines were 


doubly reſtorative,, when adminiſtered by 


him ; and her moſt frivolous wiſnes were 
ſure to be anticipated: even her whims were 
oratified ; and ſhe expired in his arms, hon: 
after he had entered! his twentieth year, bleſſ- 
ing him with her laſt breath, 


. ; 


— 


* 


Clements regret was ſincere and poig- 1 


nant. Her fortune by no means conſoled him 


for what he deemed an irreparable loſs: ſne 


had been his mother, his friend, and his 


benefaRtrels 1 had reſcued him not only from 
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poverty, but poſſibly faved his life; as, bad? 
he fallen into the hands of a pariſh nurſe. 
upon his mother's death, it was more than 
probable he would not have long ſurvived 
her; which, indeed, had he been doomed to 
receive his education in a workhouſe, might 
have proved a bleſſing. Reflections upon 
the paſt rendered him truly gratefu! for the 
preſent ; and he reſolved never to diſgrace 
the memory of her to whom he owed his 
exiſtence, ſuperior education, and preſent- 
brilliant fortune for ſuch he deemed be- 
tween four and five thouſand a year, not in- 
cluding Fairfield, furniſned as it ſtood. 
Having ſeen the laſt honours paid to her 
remains, he immediately complied with her 
requeſt, that he would aſſume the name and 
arms of Davenport; and reſpectfully en- 
treated his friendly governor would continue 
to reſide with him, or at leaſt to ſuperintend - 
his houſehold during his abſence; acknow- 
| ledging to the Doctor, he felt a great wiſh to 
go the grand tour, a notion the worthy divine 

| greatly 


6 


- 
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greatly encouraged, obſerving that no one 


could form a proper judgment of mankind 
that had not vilited different nations; and 
he was only ſorry his advanced age precluded 
him from the pleaſure of accompanying him, 
but promiſed to procure him ſuch letters of 


recommendation as would be likely to prove 


of real utility to him 5 his tour. 


Hitherto Clement, except in the ſingle 
fracas with Mary, had never been expoſed to 


any of thoſe humiliations the lowneſs of his 


origin taught him to dread; and Mrs. Da- 
venport's bounty rendered him a man of real 
conſequence in his .,cighbourhood. To diſ- 
poſe of Fairfield he would have conſidered as 
the heighr of ingratitude, elſe he would have 
preferred a ſeat at a greater e diſtance from 
Watford, where he was conſcious his name 
would never be mentioned without reviving 
the ſtory of his mother's death: ſhe certainly 
was either a widow, or unmarried, though ſhe 


ſuckled him, elſe ſurely ſome of her or his 
relations would have enquired after them. 


— C 3 Theſe 
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Theſe re flections frequently Amped his 
vivacity; and, to prevent them from intrud- 
ing upon him ſo oſten abroad, he reſolved to 
travel unattended till he reached Calais, where 
he could hire a courier, who would not be 
able to amuſe any of his countrymen with his 
ſtory; and, by the Doctor's advice, bent his 
ſteps towards Geneva, where he determined 
to ſpend the ſummer. ; 

| Accordingly, upon his arrival in that city, 
he took up his abode at one of the numerous 
boarding-houſes for the reception of young 
travellers that city abaunds with, and ſoon 
became intimate with a great many country- 
men, then aſſembled there upon different 
purſuits, and whoſe only enquiry concerning 
each other was compriſed in theſe three 
words, © Is he rich?“ and this queſtion was 
reſolved ſo much to their ſatis faction re ſpect- 
ing Davenport, that he was preſſed to join 
all their parties, and treated with the greateſt 
familiarity by ſeveral young Peers, whoſe. 
travelling allowance was infinitely leſs than 
ew 
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their income. Dr. Lewis had alſo given 
him letters to ſeveral reſpectable families in 
the town, who received him with politeneſs, 
and gave him a general invitation to repeat 
his viſits. By the advice of his young coun- 
trymen, he ſoon provided himſelf with a pair 
of ſaddle horſes, and a Swiſs valet, and viſited | 


every thing worthy of notice in the environs, 


in company with ſome or other of his new 
friends. He had been ſo much confined to 


| Fairfield for the laſt two years, that he had not 


had an opportunity of enlarging his acquaint- 
ance among the fair fex, clerk. had 
hitherto never felt any particular partiality in 
favour of any lady; but his preſent compa- 
nions fo frequently made love the theme of 


their converſation, and boaſted ſo much of 


their conqueſts, that he was ſometimes 
tempted to doubt even their ſolemn afſevera- | 
tions concerning their bonnes fertimes ; as 
he frequently found himſelf much more 
noticed by the ladies than theſe, as he could 
not help thinking them, boaſting coxcombe, IF 


— 


4 Matrimony 


EI. "ELLESMERE 
Matrimony had never yet ſeriouſly en- 
tered his head; but ſometimes, when his 

thoughts led that way, he almoſt determined 
never to part with his liberty, as he conceived 

it more than probable no woman of refined 
ſentiments, and whoſe family, fortune, and 
education, might make her a deſirable com- 
panion for life, would accept his hand ; and 
he felt little inclined ro chuſe among thoſe 
who might overlook. his want of birth, in 
conſideration of his fortune. 
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CHAP. v. 


HE had been about four months at Gene va 
vhen he made a party with ſome countrymen 

to viſit Lauſanne ; and the day after his ar- 
rival there, dined at. a banker's of the name 


of Haller, with his companions, ſome of 
whom . 


i 
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whom had brought letters to their hoſpitable 
entertainer, who, while the ſpirits of his gueſts 
were quite in alto, owing to the free circula- 
tion of the bottles, enquired if any of them 
knew of an Engliſh courier they could re- 
commend, as a friend of his, a lady, wanted a 
ſervant of that deſcription to accompany her 
on a tour ſhe was preparing to take. 

« Is ſhe old or young, ugly or hand- 
ſome ? was re-echoed from all ſides, | 


The banker declared they muſt anſwer his 
queſtion before he ſatisfied their curioſity. — 
None of them knew of a ſervant they could 
recommend to his notice. He was very 
lorry, becauſe the lady, having formed a re- 
ſolution to viſit Great Britain, particularly 
wiſhed to have an Engliſh ſervant in her 


lute. 
va „ | i 
oat Several of the gentlemen proteſted, if 
1 ſhe was but young and handſome, that they _ 
ne would offer their ſervices to her in that 


of capacity. eee is 
m f c „ « T hen 
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{FE Then I think I ſhall heighten your zeal, 


gentlemen,” faid the banker, © when I give 


you my word of honour ſhe is the moſt beau- 
tiful woman I ever ſaw; about two and 
twenty, and the greateſt heireſs Switzerland 
can boaſt.” | 


They declared themſelves, one and al, 
anxiòus to enter her ſervice, if he would 
but introduce them to her; and ſeveral 
offered to part with their own ſervants, rather 
than ſuch a woman ſhould be diſappointed. 
« But was ſhe an inhabitant of Laufanne ? had 
they any of them ſeen her? . She did not 
reſide at Lauſanne ; nor, as ſhe had never 5 
been in public (owing to the death of her 
father) for the laſt eighteen months, could any 
of them have ſeen her. She was the only 
daughterof the late Baronde Grand-Pre, who, 
during his lifetime, held a very diſtinguiſhed 
poſt in the Prudian ſervice. He had died 


immenſely rich, and had left his title and 


fortune to the lady in queſtion, who had, ſince 
bis death, * reſided at the Caſtle of 
/ |  Grand- 


her own miſtreſs. 


and England,“ replied the banker; I only 


{ 
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Grand- Pré, between Lauſanne and Vevay, 


and had lately formed the determination of 


ſeeing a little of the world while ſhe remained | 


« ] ſuppoſe,” ſaid a Baronet, who was 
of the party, © ſhe has not formed a very 
high opinion of Swiſs gallantry; ſo wiſhes to 
try whether ſhe may not meet with a gentle- : 
man more to her taſte in ſome other country.“ 

I can't pretend to ſay whether ſhe is 


actuated by any other motive beſides curio- 


ſity in the wiſh ſhe expreſſes to viſit France 


know ſhe has peremptorily refuſed ſome very 
excellent offers, and has repeatedly declared 
ſhe will never part with her liberty till ſhe has 
diſpoſed of her heart; and whether that will 


ever happen, or where ſuch an event is likely 


to take place, I ſhan't pretend to pro- 
gnoſticate. 


Moſt of che young men preſent ſwore they 


muſt ſee this all-accomplithed beauty, and 
WY formed 


rs. 


formed. ſeveral mad projects for that purpoſe, 


ill they were ſeriouſly requeſted by Mr. 
Haller to reflect the age of chivalry was 


over, and that, ſhould they attempt to put 
any of their abſurd devices into execution, 
their folly would be placed to his door. 


They laughed at his gravity; but he had i 


the pleaſure to perceive their romantic ardour 
evaporated with the fumes of the wine they 
had been drinking. Davenport alone pon- 
dered upon what nad paſſed concerning 
Madame de Grand-Pre; and as ſoon as he 
was in bed, he formed various plans to gra- 


tify the curioſity the banker's recital had in- 


ſpired him with. At laſt he determined to ſet 
out for her caſtle the moment he was up, and 
to offer her his ſervices in quality of courier; 
he could eaſily object to the terms, or the 
duty required, and thus obtain an interview 


with her without exciting any ſuſpicions of 


his real errand: and this was the only certain 
means he could deviſe to gratify the deſire 
he felt to fee this paragon. He had come to 
1 K Lauſanne 
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Lauſanne on horſeback, and there was little 


fear of his miſſing the road to ſuch a ſeat ; he 
could defire his valet to inform his compa- 


nions he was gone to breakfaſt at a Swiſs 
gentleman's in the environs, which excuſe 
would paſs current, and he might be more 


explicit or not upon his return, according to 


the ſucceſs he met with. 


As it was now the middle of ſummer, and 


the weather remarkably fine, he foreſaw no- 


thing but pleaſure in his propoſed jaunt, if he 
could but ſet off before his friends were ſtir- 
ring, which, having given orders to be called 


early, he hoped to be able to effect; and, 


in that caſe he determined to put his abſurd | 
plan into execution. After a very reſtleſs 


night, he roſe, confirmed in his wiſe reſolu- 


tion; dreſſed with all imaginable ſpeed; and 
leaving his propoſed meſſage for his party, 


ſet out ſoon after eight, in hopes of meeting 


with the Baroneſs, before ſhe went out for 


an airin Zo 


The 
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The Caſtle of Grand-Pre was a fine an- 
cient building; it ſtood upon a gentle emi- 
nence, fronting the beautiful Lake of Geneva; 
the pleaſure grounds extended to a conſider- 
able diſtance on either ſide, and were ſepa- 
rated from the road by a wall, which Daven- 
port looked over when he came in ſight of 
the houſe, wiſhing to take a view of the 1 man- 
ſion which contained the celebrated. beauty 

he was Rr 
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While he was thus employed, he perceived 
two ladies coming out of a plantation at ſome 
diſtance, who ſeemed to be liſtening, having 
heard the ſound of the horſe's feet, but not 
having perceived Cl-ment, who found the wall 

was too high to allow him to obtain a diſtinct 
view of them, without raiſing himſelf for that 
purpoſe; and when he did, the ſhrubs 
. equally impeded his fight, though, from 
their dreſs and appearance, as far as he could h 
diſcern, he prefumed one of them was the te 
3 Baroneſs ; therefore thought, if he could get 
3 full view of her without alighting,.he would 
| turn 
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turn about, and ride back again without in- 
truding upon her under a falſe pretence. He 
therefore rode on towards an opening he 
perceived rather farther on, whither the 
ladies appeared bending their ſteps, which 
was literally the caſe, as they wiſhe4 to ſee, 
from the fame. angle in the wall, who was 
coming to the caſtle (the road that ran by 
the ſide of the park, or pleaſure grounds, led 


no where elſe); and there was a ſeat in this | 


corner favourable to their deſign, upon which 
they both ſtepped at the very moment. Cle- 
ment, not haying heard thetn (as they had 


been walking upon turf, and had not ſpoke), 


ſtopped his horſe, and raifed himſelf in 
his ſtirrups, to take a nearer ſurvey of their 


ſeatures ; but he had no ſooner put his hand : 


upon the wall, than his horſe fiew from under 


him, ſtartled at the ſudden appearance of the 
ladies' heads: they ſcreamed out, and the 
horſe galloped off, leaving his rider ex- 


tended motionleſs open the ground. 
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The ladies, who attributed hs accident 


ſolely to their own curioſity, redoubled their 
cries, and ruſhed out into the road through 
a ſmall gate, within a few yards of the ſpot - 
where the ſtranger lay, followed by ſeveral | 
ſervants, who, alarmed by their ſcreams, had 
come running from the houſe, and various 
parts of the gardens. The Baroneſs (for i N 
was to her, and a lady rather older than her- 


ſelf, who reſided witch her in quality of com- 


panion, Clement owed his misfortune) was 


the firſt who reached him, ang inſtantly 


caught hold of the hand next her—it was to 


appearance lifeleſs: ſhe therefore haſtily 
dropped it, and, ſcized with horror at the 


dreadful idea of having occaſioned the death 5 
of a fellow - creature, ſunk down by his ſide, 


faintly articulating, He is dead!“ 


Tbe Grants, who could not conceive. 


what had befel the ſtranger, were all alarmed 
for their miſtreſs. Her companion, half 
wild with terror, hardly knew what to do, 
but ordered the Baroneſs to be borne towards 
of | e 
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the caſtle, while ſhe ran forwards to afilt in 


recovering her. 


/ 


7 But who” was the gentleman ? how 
came he there? and what was' to be done. 
with him ?” enquired thoſe ſervants who were 
not employed about their miſtreſs, 

The two firſt queſtions Mademoiſelle 
Deneſir could not anſwer ; but, in reply to 
their laſt, ſhe ordered every means to be 
tried to recover him, and diſpatched. one of 
them for medical aſſiſtance. | The Baroneſs, ' 
being brought. home in ſuch a ſituation, 
threw the houſehold into the utmoſt confu- 
ſion. The men- ſervants, as ſoon as they had 
ſeen their miſtreſs ſafe under the care of the 
attendants of her own ſex, hurried back to 
the ſtranger, whom the gardeners were buſily 
employed about; but as yet he diſplayed 
little or no ſigns of life. They opened his 
ſhirt collar, to afford a free circulation to the 
blood, and applied volatiles, vinegar, and 
various other ſpecifics, Mademoiſelle Deneſir 

had 
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had ſent, to his temples and neſtrits with vety 
little effect, for near a quarter of an hour; 


by which time the Baroneſs was ſufficiently 
recovered to enquire whether he really was 
no more? No one could take upon thern- 


ſelves to give their opinion. She then en- 


quired where he was? 5 
„Where he had fallen,“ Mademoiſelle 
Deneſ ir informed her. . 

Is it pollible, Mademoiſelle, exclaimed 


the Baroneſs, in a reproachful tone, © you | 


did not give immediate orders to have the 


unfortunate victim of our unpardonable curi- 
oſity brought into the houſe ? If we had not 


been at all acceſſary to his accident 


mon humanity would have induced me to 


have leſt nothing untried to reſtore him to 


1 I defire he may be inſtantly brought 


Has any body had charity enough to go 
in 3 of a ſurgeon ? or has the ſtranger 
beenuleft to expire for want of aſſiſtance upon 
the high 11 


Mademoiſelle Deneſir excuſed herſelf for 
not having anticipated the Baroneſs's wiſhes, | 
| = upon 
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upon the ſcore of the alarm her indiſpoſition 7 
had given her; but aſſured her all the men- 


ſervants were then employed about the 


ſtranger, and that one of the ſtable people was 


gone for a ſurgeon. N 


In conſ-quence of theſe EN the ſtill 
licicls Davenport was brought into the 
houſe, and laid upon a ſofa in a large par- 


lour, which opened into the garden, whither 
the Baroneſs immediately repaired, deter- 


mined, ſhe ſaid, to ſee every thing done 


likely to accelerate his recovery, till they 


could ꝑrocure e medical aſſiſtance, 


Mademoiſelle Deneſir a to bi, 
that the ſtranger could not be a perſon of 5 


great t conſequence by his being unattended. 


" Were he the meaneſt peaſant in any of 


my tenants' employ, he would be entitled to 
every aſſiſtance humanity can deviſe upon 
ſuch an occaſion,” 


The 


— 


— 
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The companion was ſilenced, and followed 
her friend into the parlour, who was very 
near fainting the ſecond time when ſhe 


caught fight of her (as ſhe ſuppoſed) expir- 


ing gueſt ; but making an effort to conquer 


her terror, ſhe again took hold of his hand, 


and thought ſhe felt his pulſe flutter. Ani- 
mated by the hopes ſhe now ventured to en- 


tertain, ſhe caught a vial out of the hands of 
a ſervant, who was rubbing his temples ; and, 


notwithſtanding her fright and tremor, ſhe 
choſe to take the office upon herſclf.— Who 
could it be?” the ſervants wondered ; no- 
one had the lighteſt knowledge of his fea- 


tures; bur his dreſs, particularly his fine 


linen, led the Baroneſs to ſuppoſe he was a 


man of ſome conſequence ; he had, beſides, 


2 remarkably fine ſkin, which ſhe could not 
help obſerving, as his ſhirt collar was open, 
and a very valuable diamond ſhirt pin, a pre- 


ſent of the late Mrs. Davenport's, added 
ſtrength to her ſurmiſes. He had been ſe - 


verely ſtunned, but had ſuffered no other 


material injury from his fall, and was 
therefore 
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therefore ſoon able to underſtand all that was 


faid by his anxious attendants, long indeed 
before he could either ſpeak, or open his eyes. 


The Baroneſs's hopes of his recovery 
gained ſtrength every minute: —“ She was 
ſave the man who had been ſent for the ſur- 
geon, had gone on foot, or had walked his 
horſe all the way to the village; but perhaps 
the delay originated in the practitioner. If 
her conjecture proved true, ſne would never 
employ him again; but ſuch * rarely 
e any feeling,” 


Her anxiety, and evident fears for his, 
ſafety, were not loſt upon Davenport, who 
felt himſelf particularly re-animated by the 

warm ſoft hand which was chafing his tem- 
ples, and thought the Baroneſs too good to 
take ſuch pains to recover him from the 
effects of an accident he ſo richly deſerved. — 
At laſt he was able to open his eyes, but was 
ſoon forced to cloſe them again, till he had 
obtained a momentary glance of the beau- 
tiful 
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tiful countenance his anxiety to ſcrutinize had cl 
nearly coſt him his life; and though he cer- W 
tainly did not ſee her to advantage, he m 
thought ſhe more than deſerved all the en- fi 
comiums Mr. Haller, had beſtowed upon hi 
her : : and what he had overheard, convinced fi 
him ſhe poſſeſſed a great ſhire of feeling ;— | © 
but he was exceſſively ſurpriſed to hear her hi 
ſay, in very good Engliſh, when he again 3 
WI 


cloſed his eyes, Heaven be praiſed “ as if 
talking to herſelf; and it was certainly an P. 


involuntary ejaculation; e 
He ſoon found himſelf much better, buy? | BY 
remained in an apparent ſtate of inſenſi- 
bility for ſome minutes, aſter the repeated 
applications had reſtored him to his recol- 
lection, reflecting what he ought to ſay when 
called upon to give an account of himſelf.— 
cc He muſt tick to his firſt plan; for where 
| could he ſay he was going, when he met with 
his accident, but to the Caſtle of Grand- Pré; 
and what other excuſe could he alledge for 
making ſuch a vilic ? Beſides, he was parti- 
lr 


cularly averſe to making himſelf known, not- 
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withſtanding the kind treatment he had 


met with, convinced that he ſhould be 


finely laughed at by his campanions, ſhould 
his adventive be made public :—however, 
finding himſelf able to ſpeak; he opened his 


eyes once more, and made an attempt to raiſe 


himſoelf. Perceiving his clothes hang looſe 


about him, he tried to button his waiſtcoat ; "7 


while the Barone ſs, who had ceaſed her em- 
ployment as ſoon as he moved, requeſted 
he would lie ſtill a little longer. | 
Tour Ladyſhip is too good, ” he re- 
plied, in an audible whiſper, and in Englifh ; | 
but I have already, though very uninten- 
dora intruded too much 5e your bene 
volence.“ „%) PRES OE, 
White he ſpoke, his eyes were rivetted 
upon the moſt engaging countenance and 
fineſt figure, he thought, he had ever be- 
held. The Baroneſs lowered her fine blue 


eyes under his piercing glances, while the . 5 


aflured him ſhe was particularly happy to : | 
find him fo well recovered, 


She 
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She ſpoke in French ; but her looks, and 
former ejaculation, convinced him ſhe un- 
derſtood Engliſh, though ſhe did not chuſe 
'to converſe in that language before her 


- 


ſervants. 


He now raiſed himſelf by the aſſiſtance of 


| an elderly man-ſervant, but found himſelf | 
N unable to ſtand, as he was ſtill rather giddy; ti 
| though he felt the longer he ſuffered her to MW © 

in 


ſuppoſe him what his appearance announced 
him to be, the leſs able he ſhould be to tell I ha 
his concerted ſtory without putting them 
both in a very awkward predicament; and 
ſhe ſo feelingly entreated him not to think of 
moving, aſſuring him ſhe was in momentary 
expectation of her ſurgeon, and ſeemed ſo 
intereſted for his ſafety, that he could, with 
pleaſure, he thought, at that moment, have 
entered into her ſervice for life. A ſenti- 
ment, which had never before diſturbed his 
tranquillity, made him dread the idea of the 
approaching ſeparation. The few anſwers 
he did venture to make, he framed ſo as not 
| - v 
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| to appear to take advantage of the politeneſs | 


ſhe continued: to treat him with. The ar- 
rival of the ſurgeon was rather a relief to 


both; as Madame de Grand-Pre, from 


Clement's viſible confuſion, earneſt though 
reſpe&tful glances, and incoherent anſwers, 
rather began to ſuſpe& the real purport of 
his viſit, conſcious her fortune (not to men- 
tion her beauty, and it is to be preſumed ſhe _. 


| ſometimes looked in the glaſs) might have 
induced the fine young fellow before her to 


have made at, leaſt an attempt to {ce her. 


« You were certainly not at home, Mr. 


Duval, when my ſervant reached your 


houſe ?” was her addreſs to the ſurgeon, more 
intereſted for the ſtranger, from her late re- 
flections. | 

c Indeed I was, Madam, and ralloped 
every ſtep of the way hither ; for your ſervant 
told me he had left you in a fit, and a gen- 


tleman quite dead, ſuppoſed to have been 


killed * a fall from his horſe. 
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Was it poſſible,” Clement thought, 
ce the could be thus ſenſibly affected when 
ſhe thought him nb more ?” The idea com- 
pleted his cure. 
The Baroneſs faid ſhe was in no need of 
his advice, but deſired him to offer it to that 
gentleman, looking at Davenport, who had 
met with an accident, which might be at- 
tended with dangerous conſequences. . 


Leaving the room with her friend, and 


other female attendants, to afford her gueſt 


an opportunity to conſult the diſciple of 
Eiculapius, who inſiſted ſo much upon the 
neceſſity of bleeding in ſuch caſes, that Cle- | 
ment ſubmitted to the operation, almoſt de- 
termined to abandon his firſt deſign, ſince 
matters had turned out ſo ſtrangely, and 
merely to account for his being under the 
garden wall, by pretending that he had 
loſt his road; but then would this enſure him 
another interview with Madame de Grand- 
Pré? Would ſhe receive him again, if he 
ventured to repeat his viſit to renew his 
thanks 


FF 
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thanks for the kind treatment he had met 
with ? Then again, notwithſtanding the fa- 
vourable impreſſion ſhe had made upon his 
heart, he had long determined never to part 


with his liberty in favour of the fineſt woman 


in the world, if her temper was not likely to 


contribute to their joint felicity; and how 


could he form a better judgment of the Ba- 


roneſs's diſpoſition, than by engaging in her 
ſervice ? Still this was rather a d ee 


experiment; and ſhould his folly be diſ- 


covered, every one at all acquainted with his 
ſtory would attribute the abſurd notion to the 


obſcurity, not to ſay vulgarity, of his origin, 


which, in ſpite of the excellent education he 


had received, and the large fortune he 
inherited from Mrs. Davenport's Kindneſs, 
had led him to adopt the line of life nature 
had originally intended him for: —yet ſhould 
he make himſelf an intereſt in her heart 


under ſo humble a diſguiſe, what a triumph! 
and what had he to expect, ſuppoſe he ſhould 
venture to addreſs her as Clement Daven- 


port ? Honour would forbid his concealing 
5 „ 


"4 * 


62 ELLESMERE. 


the meanneſs of his extraction; therefore 
was 1t likely 'the Baroneſs de Grand-Pre 
would conſent to bear a name he owed to 
the benevolence of his late benefactreſs? That 
his parents were among the very loweſt claſs 
of people, did not admit of a doubt ;—indeed 
it was generally ſuppoſed about Waszford, his 
mother had been a ſoldier's wife or miſtreſs, 
as a regiment had marched from a town near 
the place ſhe had been taken up at, two days 
bfore the met with her accident, and had em- 
barked at Graveſend for the Weſt Indies be- 
fore Mrs. Davenport thought of enquiring 
into the probability of fo likely a conjecture. 
As they had enliſted ſeveral recruits upon 
their march, his father might have been one 
of them, which rather accounted for the 
money found in his mother's pocket. How- 
ever, whether he was born in wedlock or 
not, his deſcent was certainly nothing leſs 
than illuſtrious; and this bitter reflection 
never recurred to him with greater force than 
during his preſent meditations. Of courſe, 
with what hopes could he venture to aſpire to 
the 
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the hand of the lovely Swiſſeſs? As her 
courier, ſhould ſhe accept of his ſervices, he 
might ſtudy. her temper and propenſities, and 
perhaps have reaſon to rejoice that neither 
his rank nor fortune enabled him openly 
to declare his {ſentiments in her favour. 


T he ſurgeon having performed the ope- 
ration, without reflecting ſuch a proceeding 
was very inconſiſtent with the part he was | 
preparing to act, Davenport put a double 
Louis into his hand. The practitioner's 
reſpectful bows, and advice that he would 
drink a few glaſſes of wine by way of raiſing 
his ſpirits, and not leave the caſtle during 
the heat of the day, reminded him of the folly 


he had been guilty of; ſo aid, © I have al- i 


ready intruded much too long, Sir; may 1 


therefore requeſt you would in Madame 
la Baronne I was coming to Grand-Pre upon 


buſineſs, when my awk wardneſs occaſioned 
the accent which, I am afraid, has made 
me TR very deficient in point of reſpect Py, 


* 
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oy 
The ſurgeon, a true Swiss, bowed, and- 

retired to deliver his meſſage, which, after 
enquiring how the Baroneſs found herſelf, he 
did nearly verbatim, concluding upon being 
offered a ſecond fee by informing her how 
1185 his Kill had been _ rewarded. 


Anz <ious to learn what buſineſs had broughe 
this intereſting ſtranger to her caſtle, having 
diſmiſſed the ſurgeon, ſhe haſtened, attended 
by her friend, to join him, obſerving his lide- 
ral payment of M. Duval was a convincing 
2 proof he was a man of fortune. 


The moment ſhe appeared at the door, 
Clement roſe from his ſeat, and, bowing very 
reſpectfully, without allowing her time to 
make any enquiries after his health, faid, 
* A preſumptuous hope, Madame, of obtain; 
ing a place in your ſetvice, brought me under 
your park wall, having learned at Lauſanne 
you were in want of an Engliſh courier to 
accompany you upon a tour you are going to 
make, Iam only afraid the — I have 
> given 
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given you of my awkwardneſs may induce ” 
you to reje& my ſervices ;' a proper ſenſe of 

my own inferiority forces me to ſuppreſs my 
oratitude for treatment to which I undoubt- 
edly owe my exiſtence.” 


The Baroneſs, at once ſurpriſed and difap- 
pointed, hardly knew how to reconcile this 
acknowtedgment to Davenport's truly ele- 
cant appearance, manners, and diſcourſe, — 
A very handſome gold watch-chain, from 
which depended ſeveral ſeals, not to mention 
the ſhirt pin, which either was a dizmond, or 
ſo good an imitation, that it muſt deceive the 
greateſt connoiſſeurs in jewels, . were appen- 
dages very unſuitable to a perſon who wiſned 
to travel with her in the capacity he men- 
tioned: her former conjectures, therefore, 
recurred to her mind. Naturally of a verx 
romantic turn, they flattered what might 
truly be deemed her only failing :—ſhe muſt 
queſtion the ſtranger; his anſwers might 
enable her to diſcover whether ſhe had formed 8 
a wrong judgment. The general tenor of 
Ds her 
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her diſpoſition, which was mildly benevolent, | 
induced her to deſire him to reſume his 
feat. © You muſt ſtill be faint, young 
man,” motioning with her hand while ſhe 
ſncke, 


Clement bowed, but remained 3 


18 pray who informed you I was in want of 
a courier ?”? 

An Engliſh Nobleman; Madame, whom. 
I have had the honour to ſerve for ſome time; 
he learned it from Mr. Haller, of Lauſanne.” 


This was all very poſſible, ſhe thought; | 
though it by no means accounted for the 
ſtriking elegance of his figure, grace of his 
manners, nor for his donation to the ſurgeon. 


1 Where i 1s your maſter, and how came he 
10 be inclined to part with you?“ 

_ He had conned over his anſwers to the 
probable queſtions he ſhould be aſked, during 
his ride; therefore inſtantly rephed, © His 
Sh late 
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late maſter was gone forward that very morn- 
ing to Italy, the language of which country 
he was not ſufficiently acquainted with to have 
acted in his former capacity : beſides, he 
himſelf preferred, recuapigg to England.” 


Cake and wine having been ordered to be 


brought into the room where they were, by 


the Baroneſs, as ſhe croſſed the hall, Ma- 
demoiſelle Deneſir walked out to put a ſtop 
to it as ſoon as ſhe learned what had brought 
Clement to the caſtle, who was. now deſired 

to ſtep into the ſteward's room, and take 
ſome refreſhment. © The ſurgeon had recom- 
mended a glaſs or two of wine ;—ſhe would 


conſider of his buſineſs during his abſence,” 


_ ringing the bell, and defiring the ſervant who 
anſwered as. - if to make the young Engliſh- 
man welcome.“ 


The ſervants were as much aſtoniſhed to 
find this well-dreſſed ſtranger conſidered as 
their companion, as their miſtreſs had been 
at what ſhe could not help thinking both a 
„ very 
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very ſtrange and very improbable declara- 
tion. | abs 


Muademoiſelle Preſs rather leaſed. to 


find her fair friend had been what ſhe thought 


lo egregiouſly miſtaken, began to rally her 
upon her former conjectures, acknowledging 
the ſtranger would make a very-ſmart ſer- 
vant—rather too young, in her opinion: he 


muſt have lived with a very generous, or a 


very extravagant maſter, if he had only his 


wages to depend upon, to dreſs in the man- 
ner he ſeemed to do ſurely he had not rob- 


bed the Lord he ſaid he had juſt left!“ 

A very charitable conjecture, Made- 
moiſelle, replied the Baroneſs, very much 
piqued. For the ſake of your benevolence, 


I am ferry you can adduce no probable cir- 


cumſtances in ſupport of your kind infinua- 
tion, which, believe me, has fo little weight 
with me, that I ſhould not ſcruple to engage 


the young man without making any further 
enquiries, if I was not confident he would 
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think n me very precipitate, and muſt form but 
a Pave opinion of wy prudence.” 


Mademoiſelle Deneſir was one of thoſe 
accommodating characters ſo fit to fill the 
noble office of humble companions to their 
ſuperiors in point of fortune. She proteſted 
« ſhe was merely in joke; and, for her own 
part, though ſhe did not pretend to put her- 
ſelf in competition with the Baroneſs in point 


of judgment, ſhe could not conceive” there 


would be any impropriety in engaging the 
young courier immediately ; it was a difficult 
matter to meet with thoſe fort of people juſt 
when they were wanted, as the Baroneſs had 
found by experience.“ — 
Exceedingly happy to be Pertiadled to fol- | 


low the bent of her own inclination, Madame 


de Grand- Pré obſerved, © If this young fel- 
low ſhould not ſuit her, ſhe could eaſily dif- 
charge him at Paris, where ſhe certainly 
ſhould not be at a loſs to ſupply his place.? 
« No doubt,” replied the complaiſant 
friend, „ Beſides, all things conſidered, her 
56 Lady ſhip 
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Ladyſhip was, in ſome reſpects, bound to 


provide for a perſon who had nearly loſt his 
life in coming to make her a tender of his 


ſervices.” 


« ] will have that ſeat removed, ” rejoined 
the Baroneſs, © that I may never more have 


to reproach myſelf, or put it in my ſervant's 
power to occaſion a ſimilar accident. Had 
the young man loſt his life, I ſhould never 
have forgiven myſelf: however, if he an- 
ſwers a few more queries I mean to put to- 


him, to my ſatisfaction, he ſhall have no cauſe 
to regret his misfortune, as I don't at all at. 
tribute his fall to his want of knowing how to 


fi his horſe.” 


Made moiſelle Deneſir was nay of the 


\ 


fame opinion; and it was agreed, as ſoon. as. 


they had allowed Clement time to take ſome 
refreſhments, he ſhould be ſummoned to hear 
their deciſion. 


CHAP. 


— 


ELLESMERE. - a 


CHAP. VI. | 7 


I | 
MEANWE ILE, Davenport was regaled 
in the ſteward's room by a ſet of ſtaid elderly 
male ſervants, who had grown grey in the 
fervice of the family of Grand-Pre. Their 


venerable appearance, and the ſimplicity and 


frankneſs of their manners pre poſſeſſed their 
gueſt not only in their own favour, but added 
to the eſteem, as he ſtyled it, he already felt 
for their beautiful miſtreſs. Having under- 
ſtood, as they thought, who he really was, 


after congratulating him upon eſcaping unhurt, | 


they placed the beſt that the houſe afforded 
before him, and deſired him to make free; it 
was their lady's wiſh, Davenport launched 
out in praiſe of her goodneſs and affability, 
willing to learn their opinion of her, 
« And 
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ec And don't you alſo think her very hand- 
ſome | ?” aſked the butler. 

ce Altogether, 1 think I never ſaw a more 
beautiful woman,” was the reply. 

The old man ſeemed migintily pleaſed ;— 


and, giving him a pat upon the ſhoulder, | 


00 Youare a very fine young fellow, and not 
like moſt of your countrymen, who won't 
allow a woman of any nation to be compared 


to the Britiſh ladies. Indeed my miſtreſs 


might lay ſome claim to that title; for, whe- 


ther you know it or not, her mother was an 


Engl iſhwoman. This accounted for her 


ſpeaking that language, Clement tho! ught; 


while the butler thus proceeded : joe: But 


: poſtively her beauty is her leaſt merit, in my 


eyes; the is the moſt charitable, moſt hu- 


mane, and moſt generous lady, our Republic 


can boaſt of: ſhe is quite adored by her 


tenants and the neighbouring peaſantry, and 
quite free from the overbearing pride which 
diſtinguiſhed her late father. However, he 
is gone, ſo God reſt his ſoul! but bis 


daughter is worth a thouſand of him; it is a 


ot 


pleature | 


<L MK, < by 


. 
1— 
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pleaſure to ſerve her; for though the Baron 
was not deficient. in point of generoſity, a a 
Balzer from his daughter's hand is of more 

value than a.Louis-Tor was from his. 


Theſe praiſes ſunk deep into Clement's 
heart; and he could have liſtened to them | 
with pleaſure for an hour longer, if the. old 
man had not ceaſed his praiſes, to preſs hien 
to do honour to what was ſet before him 
« ke mult be in want of ſomething.” 


This was literally the caſe, as he had ſet 
out faſting, which he did not think fit to ac- 
knowledge; and we muſt ſuppoſe he was 
not yet fo violently in love, as to be inſenſible 
to the calls of nature: ſtill every thing the 
butler had ſaid, increaſed the indefinable 
ſentiment he felt for the Baroneſs: Could he 
but obtain her hand, what a prize the at- 


tempt was worthy an Engliſhman. He in- 


voluntarily laid down his knife and fork, upon 
the reflection of the little likelihood he had 
of ever being fo fortunate, thould he Perſe- 


A 


vere 


64 
vere in his preſent mad ſcheme. Wha 
hopes could he entertain, that ſhe would ever 


if 
4 
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conſider him in any other light but as a ſer- 


vant? and ſhould he make himſelf known to 


her, how far beneath Madame de Grand- 


Pre was Clement Davenport ? Mr. Haller, 
he reflected, had faid ſhe would never marry 


but for love: this ſpeech held out a faint 


| hope ;—then how abſurd he had acted, in 


trying to impoſe upon her! Had he, as he 


once intended, told her he had loft his way, 


he might have wrote to her, have declared 


his paſſion, and perhaps (for lovers are apt to 


fatter themſelves) have been bleſſed for, life; 


yet was not ſhe upon the point of leaving 
Switzerland for ſome time, and might not 
return during his ſtay in the Republic? After 
all, were he to engage himſelf, it would merely 
be a frolic, and he ſhould be better able to 
ſtudy her foibles, from which he could not 
_ ſuppoſe her exempt, and to diſcern whether 


ſhe really meant to keep to the reſolution the 


banker ſaid ſhe had formed. He could ac- 
a her to Paris, where the ſervants un- 


de rſtood 


th 
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derſtood ſhe meant to make ſome ſtay. The 
Journey would do him good, and he could 
write Dr. Lewis word that an agrecable party 
had induced him to alter his firſt intention of 
ſpending the ſummer at Geneva, where he 
could leave his Swiſs valet and the bulk of 
his baggage, who could eaſily join him again 
wherever he ſhould appoint: — ſtill he thought 
there were many objections to this well- 
formed plan; but the ſervants fo continually 


broke in upon his reflections, that he had 


come to no decided reſolution when the 
Baroneſs's bell rung. 


« That is for you, my young friend,” cried 
the butler; © but I will ſtep and ſee.” 


During his abſence, the other ſcrvants re- 
capitulated the advantages he might depend 
upon enjoying if his ſervices were accepted, 
renumerating how many years each had lived 
in the family, and declaring they all hoped to 
die at the Caſtle of Grand- Pre, 


The 
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The butler ſoon returned, exclaiming, 
in an exulting tone, © TI was not miſtaken, 
friend ; come,” pouring out two glaſſes of 


wiſhes!!! “ 

Clement readily pledged him, and followed 
him acroſs the hall, ſeriouſly reflecting upon 
the conſequences of his engaging to travel 


reached the room door, had determined nat to 
act fo abſurdly, but to make ſome objec- 


withing to retain him. The moment he ſaw 
her, all his prudent reſolutions vaniſhed ; he 
hardly knew what he either did or faid, as he 
could not withdraw his eyes from her engag- 
ing countenance, till her riſing colour made 
him reflect upon his involuntary rudeneſs. — 
She was ſitting near one of the windows which 
overlooked the lawn, where he. had firlt 
caught ſight of her, and looked much more 
handſome, he thought, than when he before 
quitted her. She enquired how he found 
himſclf, in fo feeling a tone of voice, that ſhe 


wine, “ here's may you ſucceed to your 


with this celebrated beauty; and before he 


tions, which would effectually pre vent her from 


ſtruck 


wer 


19, 
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ſtruck him as being more than mortal, and 
every prudential conſideration gave way to 
his with to ſee and converſe daily with his en- 
chantreſs. He ſtammered out an incoherent 
anſwer of thanks, dreading ſhe might require 
proofs of the truth of what he had advanced, 
and which he ſhould find it impoſſible to give, 
in which caſe he muſt re ſign the hope of in- 
creaſing her ſuite; but when ſhe ſaid, © I think 
you told me you were an Engliſhman ?” he 
ventured to raiſe his eyes, and anſwer in the af 
firmative, © That alone is almoſt a ſufficient 
recommendation to me; I am particularly par- 
tial to,the Britiſh, and mean to viſit England 
before I return home again : you have tra- 
velled in the capacity of courier, I preſume, 
and can ſpeak various languages pit 


Clement anſwered the laſt, and let the firſt 
queſtion pals, 


e Did Mr. Haller Java of your coming 
hither ?” 
No, Madame, my aner did not hear vou 


were in want of ſuch a perſon till very late laſt 
night, 


an» of 


allow him to recommend me to that gentle. 
ride over, and try my fortune; but in caſe | 
trary to our firſt agreement, paid my journey 
back to England, where I have friends able 


and willing to provide for me in any way 
moſt likely to be conducive to my welfare.“ 


vithout making any farther enquiries into you 
I ſhall require you to do therefore I ſhall 


have left, gave, and equally pay your journe) 
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night, and ſet off too early this morning to 
man's notice, He merely told me I might 


ſhould not ſucceed, he very generouſly, con- 


« No doubt,“ replied the Baroneſs; © and 
upon the ſtrength of your late maſter's gene- 
rous behaviour, which convinces me you 
deſerve encouragement, I ſhall engage you 


character; you muſt underſtand every thing 


give you the ſame wages the gentleman you 


to England from wherever we part.” 5 

| 8 | ay 

This unexpected ſucceſs made Clement: 
reflect upon the impropriety of his conduct. Hott 
He hardly knew what to ſay ; therefore ow ol 
4 


bowed * thanks. 
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She oi out her hand ;—<* A trifle as 'an 
earneſt of our agreement, young man; not 
what I ought to give, conſidering what you 


have ſuffered this morning.“ 

on- „„ = SL 

rney Exceſſively confuſed, he pauſed for a few 
able econds, before he advanced to take the two 


double Louis which were held out for his 
„Acceptance; to refuſe them would be very 
nconſiſtent with the character he had aſſumed, 
Beſides, they were offered through ſo kind a 
notive, and preſented by ſo beautiful a hand, 
hat he felr tempted to raiſe it to his lips, as 


you ; | | 
your e put the money into his, ſaying, © When 
ching it be convenient for you to come? I 
Gall on't care how ſoon I am upon the road.“ 


« Within a week, Madame, if you wiſh 
ke” 5 
« Oh, to-morrow, if you can nay, you 
ay ſtay now, if you chuſe; though, as you 
ame on horſeback, you will want your 
lothes; therefore let me ſee you as ſoon as 
oflible ; we will then ſettle our route, &c. 
xc, I deſire you will ride gently back, for 


fear | 


bs 
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fear of making your arm bleed; nay, it may C 
be better if you ſtop here till evening,” i 


Clement, dighty flattered with . t! 
ſhe ſeemed to take in his ſafety, aſſured her h 
very reſpectfully, that he ſhould adhere to 
her benevolent wiſhes, and would return on 


the day after the morrow, ready to attend Ml fic 
her when and where ſhe pleaſed. He then nc 
bowed and retired, hardly knowing whether bl 
he ought to rejoice or regret that ſhe had 9: 
contented herſelf with his own word for his an 
bonefty, ſobriety, &c. &c. co 
9 ov 
In the hall he was met by his fellow- ſer- 

vants, who all congratulated him upon hiM ! 
ſucceſs, and prognoſticated his accident >w 


would prove a fortunate circumſtance in the fur 
end. Had Clement been certain their pro- hop 
phecies would bear the interpretation hi 
wiſhes led him to hope for, he would have bur 
been very happy to what he now felt him- fall. 
ſelf; deſirous of being alone, he mentioned frier 
Eis departure. The ſtable people had the) 
caught. 


— 


may caught his horſe ſoon after his acci Jent ; but 
if he had any objection to remount him, the 


coachman offered to provide him with ano- 


-ret Ml ther he would be anſwerable for, but joined 
her his fellow- ſervants in adviſing him to poſt- 


e rofl pone his departure till evening. He eaſily 
n Un excuſed himſelf for not agreeing to their con- 
tend ſiderate propoſal, and aſſured them he was 
then not afraid of his horſe, who was not at all to 


ether blame for his late accident. He then en- 
had quired how the Baroneſs meant to travel, 
yr his and was informed with her own horſes, which 


convinced him at all events he ſhould not be 


over fatigued. 


ident Swiss domeſtics, he ſet out upon his re- 


1 the turn; it was near twelve o'clock, and he had 


pro · ¶ hoped to have been back again before eleven, 
his but thought it would be imprudent to 
have hurry. Though he felt very little from his 


friends room to ſuſpect where he had been: 
they had determined to ſet out upon their 


return 
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n his | Having taken a kind leave of theſe friendly 


- 
tall, ſtill he was anxious not to give his 
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| return to Geneva in the cool of the even- 
ing, a reſolution he by no means wiſhed to 
oppoſe. He next reverted to the engage- 
ment he had entered into, and could hardly 
| perſuade himſelf he had ated fo abſurdly ; 
yet he ſcarcely ever ſaw a woman he had 
conſidered worthy a ſecond thought, before 
he met with this captivating Baroneſs ; and 
as he had taken earneſt, he could not, in 
| honour, diſappoint her. Reaſon ſuggeſted 
he might return the money, and, without 
entering into details, inform the fair lady he 
had found a letter at Lauſanne from his for- 
mer maſter, requeſting his attendance a com- 
mand gratitude obliged him to comply with; 
for to acknowledge he had purpoſely and 
 infidiouſly impoſed upon her would cer- 
tainly prove a mortification to ſo ſenſible a 
woman, and might lead her to form not only 
a very unfavourable opinion of himſelf as an 
individual, but alſo of his ſex in general.— 
Love, therefore, urged him, under the plea 
of gratitude, to accompany her to Paris, 
where ſhe would _ find a more proper 
„ | perſon 
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perſon to ſupply his place. He ſhould in- 
form his Genevian hoſt that he was going to 
make the tour of Switzerland : his valet, and 
part of his clothes, he ſhould leave as a ſort 
of guarantee of his return, as he meant to 
retain his apartment, thinking 1t very pro- 
bable he ſhould winter there. As for Dr. 
Lewis, he ſhould inform him where he was 
going, and requeſt he would direct his next 
letters to a banker's at Paris, whoſe addreſs 
was ſpecified in the circular letter of credit 
he had brought from England. 


Having thus arranged matters in his own 
mind, he was rather more reconciled to his 
wild expedition before he reached Lauſanne. 
His party were happy to ſee him return ;— 
but entertaining no ſuſpicions of his having 
deceived them, they aſked him no queſtions 
concerning his morning's expedition, and, in 
the evening, they all proceeded to Rolles, 
where they ſlept, determined to purſue their 
journey early the next morning, that they 
might reach Geneva by breakfaſt. 3 
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CHAP. VII. 


— 


Maxis, Baroneſs de Grand-Pre, was at 


this time juſt turned of two-ahd- twenty, unri- 
valled in point of beauty, foremoſt in the 
Republic in point of rank, and not leſs in- 
debted to Fortune than to Nature. Her 


mother died when ſhe was ten years of age. 
A Svwiſs lady, of excellent morals, if not ex- 


tenſive capacity, was therefore engaged by 


the Baron, who ſpent great part of his time at 


Berlin, to ſuperintend his Swiſs houſehold, 


and his daughters? education; and, by way 


of providing her with a companion of her 
own age, Mademoiſelle Deneſir, an orphan 
of ſmall fortune, to whom the Baron was 
guardian, was brought up at the caſtle. The 


firſt maſters Lauſanne afforded, aſſiſted 


Madame 
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Madam de Gervais in the important taſk. 
aſſigned her, and ſoon declared Mademoiſelle | 
de Grand-Pre far nt ons all their other 


ſcholars. Ws wet 


The Baron gloried in her beauty and ac- 
compliſhments (which were all of a very ſu- 
perficial nature), whenever he ſaw her; till 
he did not permit her to ſee; much company, 
being determined to beſtow her 1n marriage 
upon ſome Nobleman' of very high rank, 
therefore thought it would be very imprudent 
to introduce her into the world till he had 
fixed upon ſome proper perſon to lead her to 
the altar. Naturally gentle, benevolent, and 
well-inclined, Maria was leſs hurt at the re- 
tired life ſhe led than many young people of 
her age would have been; but, unfortunately, 
ſhe imbibed : a very romantic turn of mind, 
which was greatly encouraged by being per- 
mitted to read indiſcriminately every novel 
that found its way to Vevay, the neareſt 
town. This induced her frequently to make 


the declaration Mr. Haller had repeated, and 
to peremptorily refuſe a German Nobleman 
22% 292 
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of the firſt rank, who accompanied her father 

into Switzerland, purpoſely to make her an 
offer of his hand. The Baron would pro- 
bably have enforced obedience, had not an 
apoplectic ſtroke carried him off almoſt im- 
mediately upon his return, and thus left his 
fair daughter at liberty to purſue the dictates 
of her romantic imagination, which of courſe 
induced her to diſcard the German Count. 


Madame de Gervais did not long ſurvive 
the Baron. The young heireſs was therefore 
' freed from all controul, and determined, as 
| ſoon as decency, and reſpect to her father's 
memory, would permit her, to viſit the ca- 
pitals of France and England, repeatedly 
declaring to all her friends fhe would never 
part with her liberty but in favour of a man 
ſhe loved: her choice was of courſe to fall MW an 
upon a man of rank, fortune, and merit; all MW ſte 
ſhe had to guard againſt, in her opinion, was MW mi 
being too precipitate. Though by no means ten 
deficient in point of underſtanding, her mind, te 

for want of proper cultivation, was ſtill in a 
ate 


” 


— 
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Rate of infancy, and rendered her early inde- 
pendence a ſerious misfortune ; for though 
remarkably ſweet-tempered, ſhe had no ſta- 
bility of diſpoſition, no fixed principles, nor 


was ſhe at all renowned for her prudence ; 


hitherto that had never been put to the 
proof, as, ſince the Baron's death, ſhe had 
never quitted Grand-Pre, the ſolitude of 
which was becoming inſupportable; and ſhe 


was accuſing Mr. Haller of wilful delay in 


executing her commiſſion reſpecting a ſer- 
vant, when curioſity brought Clement Da- 
venport to her caſtle. His accident increaſed 
the intereſt his elegant appearance, and un- 
affected graceful manners, were ſo calculated 
to inſpire. Her firſt conjectures, according 
to his account, were erroneous, yet his ac- 
knowledgment did not diſſipate the illuſion; 
and while he was regaling himſelf in her 
ſteward's room, ſhe had ſettled in her own 


mind that he was the very Nobleman he pre- 


tended to come from; his diſguiſe and in- 
tentions were all attributed to love, and ſhe 
E 3 ſaw 
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ſaw no impropriety in accepting of his ſer- 
| vices. x | 


Davenport certainly never looked to more 
advantage than when he, obeyed her ſum- 
mons; he had re-adjuſted his dreſs, and the 


few glaſſes of wine he had drank, had quite 


| revived his wonted colour.—< Of the fineſt 
order of fine forms ;” his face diſplayed a ſet 
of features, which vied with her own in point 
of regularity, and a countenance which at 


once beſpoke intrepidity and good humour: 


he therefore appeared to the Baroneſs a true 


hero of romance; and to ſuppoſe ſuch a man 


a plebeian, was as unjuſt as Mademoiſelle 


Deneſir's late ſuſpicions. Every word, look, 


and action, were proofs of his noble origin. 


His heſitation and confuſion when he took 


the money, the glow of ſname which tinged 
his cheeks, all ſerved to inflame her imagina- 
tion, and delude her ſenſes. She {aw him 
depart with regret ; and foreſaw (though ſhe 
by no means choſe to acknowledge it) ſhe 

ſhould 


* 
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mould think every minute an age. till his 


return. 


As ſoon as he was gone, ſhe aſked her 
companion © Whether ſhe thought their 
courter improved, upon a ſecond view?“ 


That lady could not believe he was born 
to fill ſo humble a ſtation; ſhe had never ſeen 
ſo handſome a man, and was really happy that 
the Baroneſs had engaged him, as he ſeemed 


capable of protecting them in any danger, 


and of putting a little life into thoſe of her 
Swiſs attendants appointed to attend her 


_ this expedition. | 


ee The very thing 225 want,“ interrupted 
the Baroneſs; there can be no doubt of 
the truth of what he advanced. I am only 
ſorry I did not tell him not to mention my 
having engaged him at Lauſanne. Haller may 
feel hurt that I did not wait for ſomebody 
of his recommending ; I will write him a few 
lines, to inform him I have ſuited myſelf,” 

E 4 - without 
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without entering into any unneceſſary details, 
and to take my leave of him, as I ſhall not 
viſit Lauſanne in my road, ” 


nets *, 
e 
— 1 


Every thing ſhe propoſed, met her friend's 
approbation. The fact was, ſhe did not wiſh 
any of her father's friends ſhould ſee her ele- 
gant courier, as they might think ſhe ought 
to have enquired more minutely 1nto his cha- 
rafter before ſhe had taken him into her ſer- 


vice, and might not think her ſuſpicion, that t 
he was a Nobleman in diſguiſe, a very fatis- \ 
factory excuſe for what they would be ab- r 
ſurd enough to deem imprudent conduct. iſ © 
Should ſtrangers remark the youthful ſtriking a 
appearance of her attendant, ſhe could ſay iſ 2 

he was her ſteward's ſon ; and ſurely a hand- a5 
in 


ſome countenance was no diſparagement to 
his merit? Theſe were her private reflec- te 
tions, while ſhe gave orders to have every 0 
thing prepared for her ——_ on the m 
fourth day. 2 


CHAP, * 


ELLESMERE, . 8x 


CHAP. vlt. 
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DavkENpORT reaehed Geneva, without 
any more accidents, the following morning, 
to breakfaſt, and ſat down immediately to 
write to Dr. Lewis, attributing his ſudden 
reſolution of viſiting Paris to the perſuaſions 


of a Swiſs family, with whom he had become 


acquainted during an excurſion to Lauſanne, 
and mentioning his ſpeedy return to Geneva 
as a matter of courſe. In the afternoon he 
informed his hoſt that he was going a ſhort 

tour; and as he ſhould viſit ſeveral families, to 
whom he had letters of recommendation, he 


meant to travel unattended, and on horſe- 


back. Mr. Perdreaux had neither right nor 
inclination to make any objections, though 
he was forry to loſe ſa good a boarder,— 
„ However, 
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However, the hopes he entertained of his | 
ſpeedy return rather conſoled him for his 
e * : 


6 then, in a curſory manner, re- 


verted to his late jaunt, and mentioned what 

Mr. Haller had ſaid concerning Madame 

de Grand-Pré, aſking if he was . 
with the 80 


« Merely by reputation,” he replied ;— 


5 jt was one of the firſt in Switzerland; and 
report ſpoke in the moſt favourable t terms of 


the young lady.“ 


\ 


The entrance of fome viſiters puta ſtop to 


che converſation, and Davenport retired to 
give his ſervant orders to pack up a ſmall 


portmanteau, which he ſent forward that 


evening, directing it to be left at Morges, 
a {mall town within fix miles of Lauſanne, 
where a road, which he meant to take, 


branched off to Vevay, without going through 


the latter place. Ne 
Accordingly, 
6 5 9 2 


Accordingly, the next morning, he ſet out 
for Grand-Pre, in excellent ſpirits, ſtudying 
the new part he was going to perform. For- 
tunately, as he thought, he met with no one 
he knew, of courſe was aſked no queſtions as 
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to where he was going, &c.; took charge of 
his portmanteau at Morges, and, having ob- 


tained a proper direction, purſued his jour- 
ney, and reached the caſtle juſt at duſk. His 
fellow-ſervants were all rejoiced to ſee him, 
as, like their miſtreſs, they began to fear he 
would not come, and informed him ſhe had 
made the enquiry ſeveral times. This inti- 
mation was very flattering to the young 
courier, who was as anxious to ſee her as ſhe 
was to hear of his arrival, of which ſhe was 
immediately apprized ; and he was very ſoon 
ſummoned to attend her. She was walking 
upon a terrace at the back of the caſtle.— 


Clement ſtopped at a reſpectable diftance, 


and bowed to his fair miſtreſs, who faid, 
«© We heard you coming on horſeback, as 
we ſuppoſed ; but for fear of occaſioning you 
a worſe accident than your former, forbore 
16 gratifying 
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gratifying our curioſity. I hope you did 
not come upon that ſkittiſh beaft. you rode 
the other day, and that you feel no bad ef- 
fects from your fall?“ ES 
None at all, Madame, thanks to che kisd 

treatment I met with; but no blame ought 
to fall to the ſhare of my horſe, whi 


hich, as he 
belongs to me, I rode hither, m hopes, 
Madame, you would allow him to be turned | 
out in your park, or any of your fields, till my ' 
return, elſe I muſt try to diſpoſe of him. . 
«Oh! turn him out wherever you think t 
he is likely to fare beſt, and leave orders ] 
(which I will enforce) to have him taken I 
proper care of. But pray what is your h 
name?“ | h 
cc Clement, Madame.” T 
<] ſhall recollect it in future. But which a 


road would you adviſe me to take to Paris? If 

the one through Geneva and Lyons, or the 

”m_ through Franche Comte?” ᷣ᷑ ꝛ᷑: WW & 
The latter by all means, Madame, d 

1 replied Clement, determined, at all m 

events, to prevent her going through ti 


Geneva; 


. 


11 ESE „% 
Geneva; though he knew no more of the 
roads than ſhe did, except froma map he had in 
his poſſeſſion. He had alſo purchaſed ſeveral 
voyages itineraire through France, not to ap- 
pear ſo ignorant as he was in reality; but 


theſe he had not yet found an opportunity to 
peruſe. However, as the Baroneſs appioved 


of every thing he adviſed, it was agreed they 
ſhould firſt proceed to Morges, to avoid 
the ſteep hill Lauſanne ſtood upon; from 
thence to purſue their journey to Nion, and 
the next day aſcend the Jurat, which ſeparates 
France from Switzerland. Once out of the 


Pays de Vaud, Davenport thought he ſhould 


have nothing to fear. The Baroneſs told 
him the had got a very ſtaid horſe for him to 


ride; how ſhe meant to travel, &c. Then 


aſked, as if par hazard, whether Mr. Hal- 
ler knew ſhe had engaged him ? 
« As I am totally unacquainted with thas 


gentleman, Madame, and had no meſſage to 


deliver to him from my late maſter, which 
might have authorized my intruding upon his 


time, I did not take the liberty of waiting 


| upon 
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upon him; nor, as I ama total ſtranger i in 
this part of Europe, did J communicate my 


good fortune to any one, certain the actions 
of ſo inſignificant an individual as myſelf 
could not intereſt people I was ſo little ac- 
* with as s my Swils hoſt and his wife,” 


The Baroneſs's | lovks teſtified ber appro- 
bation; and he was ordered to go and refreſh 
| himſelf after his journey, and again defired to 
give particular charge and directions reſpect- 
ing his horſe, as ſhe meant to leave Grand- 
Prẽ the next morning but one. He retired, 


as ſhe ordered, more than ever in the Ba- 


roneſs's good graces, who was more and 


more convinced he was a man of the firſt rank 
and faſhion. His fellow-ſervants were eager | 


to regale him ; and he informed them he 
had his miſtreſs's leave to turn his horſe out, 


. . recommending him to the care of the old 


butler, who promiſed to ſee juſtice done him, 
He had bought him a bargain, he told them, 
and meant to have rode him to England, if 


he had not met with ſo good a place. 
r 


1 VVV 


fy — AY 


— 


during his leifure hours. 5 
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This explanation perfectly fatisfied thoſe 


to whom 1t was addreſſed, Who were too lictle 


verſed in romance to fancy the handſome 
courier a brave knight in diſguiſe. \ 


The following day was ſpent in making 


every neceſſary preparation for their journey. 


Clement felt rather awkward ; but as no one 


ſeemed to perceive it, he hoped it had paſſed 
unnoticed. Among his other accompliſh- 
ments, he was an extraordinary good per- 
former upon the. German flute, and had 
packed up his flute with his baggage, think- 


SD 
ing it might afford him ſome. amuſement 


5 


2. 


3 


The 1 ca an opportunity oc- 
curred to induce him to diſplay his ſkill.— 


The butler, who had ſeen his flute, as he was 
aſſiſting him to put his baggage into a trunk, 


belonging to the coach, which was appropria- 


ted to his uſe, mentioned the circumſtance to 


the other ſervants, who all ſtrenuouſly entreated 


Monſieur Clement would give them a tune 
| before 


- * 
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before they parted; they wanted ſomething | 


to raiſe their ſpirits upon the eve of their 
good miſtreſs's departure. He readily 
obliged them, and had not played many mi- 
nutes, before he overheard the maids whiſ- 
pering they ſaw the Baroneſs; and, by the 
direction of their eyes, he gueſſed ſhe was 
ſtanding near an open window at his back. — 


He never felt ſo great a deſire to excel, nor 


never ſucceeded ſo well. The ſervants were 
loud in their applauſe, and would have liſ- 


tened to him till midnight, could he -have 
found breath to have played ſo long. 


The 1 who was an cs muſi⸗ 
cian herſelf, was of courſe a far better judge, 
and infinitely more amuſed than her houſe- 
hold. No man of mean extraction was ever 
endowed with ſuch taſte ; nor could any one 


} 


have devoted a ſufficiency of their time 


to arrive at the degree of proficiency this 


| Joung man had done. Beſides, his flute, 
which was Ivory . ornamented with gold, 
was a convincing proof of the juſtice of all 


_ 


her 


ver 


NE 


his 
te, 
d, 
all 


her 
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her other r emarks ; ; not to mention ds being 
maſter of ſo excellent a horſe, which he oy 


dently did not wiſh to part with :—no, ſhe was 
now convinced that choice, not neceſſity, had 
made him ſeek her ſervice. Every thing he 
wore was Engliſh, and as faſhionable as ex- 
penſive. 
him how long he had been upon the Con- 


tinent; but ſhe ſhould find an opportunity to 
put that queſtion during their journey, In-' 
deed, ſhe longed to make him diſcover him- 


ſelf; though at other times ſhe wiſhed him 
to ſuppoſe her unconſcious of his diſguiſe, as 
ſhe certainly could not, with any degree of 


propriety, retain him in her ſervice if he 
proved to be a man of ſuperior rank, and 


ſhe would not allow herſelf to doubt the truth 


of the ſuſpicions ſhe had formed. How long 
did he mean to carry on the farce ? he cer- 


tainly could not devote much time to the 
plan he had formed. If, after all, ſhe ſhould 
be deceived in her conjectures, ſhe 
doubted very much whether ſhe ſhould ever 
meet with a man of any rank ſo formed to 
pleaſe as her elegant courier. 


5 


She was ſorry ſne had not aſked 
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cout in a coach and four, drove by a coach- 


by Clement, mounted upon a ety good 


| any of the young travellers reſident at Geneva, 


very much relieved when he underſtood his 


. CHAP. IX. 


AT the appointed time, the Baroneſs, her 
companion, and a Swiſs female domeſtic, ſet 


man pretty well advanced in years, attended 
roadſter. 

Davenport rather dreaded meeting with 
between Morges and Nion ; therefore felt 
miſtreſs meant to Cine and ſleep at the Baron 
de Creſſier's, a relation of Mademoiſelle 


Deneſir's, where he ſhould be certain of being, tl 
if not unnoticed, at leaſt unknown. : 


f 
Thie 


her 

ſet 
ch- 
ded 
ood 


| 


„i 


eva, 


felt 
| his 
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ing 
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This gentleman's ſeat was within three 
leagues of Nion, at which place they break- - 


faſted the ſecond morning; and as it was 
very early when they arrived there, though 
ſo near Geneva, Clement rode boldly for- 


ward, and announced himſelf as Madame La 
Baronne de Grand-F're's courier at the beſt 


inn, and was aſtoniſhed to find himſelf receiv- 


ed with far more politeneſs than he had fre- 


quently been, as a gentleman, at various 
places of entertainment, during his ſhort ex- 


curſions round Geneva, when he had taken 
them. unattended, : ; 


" What mou he ooh to drink ** was 


the landlord's firſt queſtion. Then what 


road was he going ? hoped he would recom= 


mend his houſe, if ever he found an Pp 
tunity, * &c. 


0 *S. ©. 


He ele eaſily gueſſed he owed all 
this civility to his new -title, as ſervants of 


that denomination generally take the families 


ny travel with, to thoſe houſes where they 
are 
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are beſt treated themſelves. He had formed 
the reſolution, when he left Grand-Pre, to 
| 3 / " IT 
keep his fellow- ſervants at a proper diſtance, 


and had hitherto ſtrictly adhered to his plan; 


yet no one could be more - attentive to his 
beautiful miſtreſs ; he aſſiſted her to alight 
(a privilege the Baron de Creſſier had robbed 
him of the day before), waited upon her at 
breakfaſt, and endeavoured to anticipate her 
wiſhes and orders. | 


His zeal was neither unnoticed nor un- 


rewarded, as ſhe addreſſed him oftener than 
ſhe did her companion, upon the road they 
were going, the town where- they intended 


to ſleep *g &c. obſerving, as they had the 
Jurat to aſcend before dinner, the ſooner they 
were upon the move, the better ; therefore 


diſmiſſed her attendant to breakfaſt in his 
turn. | 


In a 1 ort. time they proceeded on their 


journey. The day was very pleaſant, though 
the ſun was covered in; and there was & 


{ 4 


briſk 


— IO rs — 2_ © 
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briſk breeze. fall i in their face, which the 


Baroneſs remarked was very refreſhing; and, 


out of compaſſion to the poor tical ſhe 


thought ſhe ſhould alight. This Clement, 
from a ſimilar motive, had done at the foot 
of the mountain. Perceiving he was on foot, 


| ſhe deſired him to tell the coachman to ſtop. 


ce It ſeemed very tolerable walking.“ 


e In every reſpect, the wind excepted, * 


he replied. : 
«© That ſhe did not mind:“ - * chereſbrs 


opened the door, and they all gor out. The. 
proſpect was delightful ; but when the Ba- 


roneſs looked forwards, ſhe exclaimed, in a 


gay tone, © How ſhall we ever reach the 
ſummit of this hill, which appears loſt in the 
clouds ? I almoſt dread making the attempt, 


yet it is a ſhame to ride; come, give me your 


arm, Deneſir; who knows what I ſhall be 
able to do with your aſſiſtance?” 


Her companion was ſhort and ſtout : the 
therefore not only ſoon loſt her breath, but 
was unable to keep _ with the light and 
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and felt particularly happy in being allowed 
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elegant Baroneſs, who ſtopped to Jabgh" at 
her, after they had advanced a few yards, 
proteſting, inſtead of affording her any 
aſſiſtance, ſhe abſolutely ee ber ger. 
greſs. 


Clement, having given ke: k oe :oey 600 
groom, was following, and could not coriceal 
a . el 


— 


« T will not fatigue myfelf any more,” ſhe 
proceeded ; «ſo pray take hold of Jeannette's 
arm; ſhe is the moſt able to drag you 
along.“ 

« But what will you do! ?” aſked the 
friend; * you had better ee the carriage 
again.“ 1 1275 „„ m 

e That is, you proc riding ; but I have na 
more regard for your health, 100 the poor an 
horſes' eaſe; therefore, not to afford you ha 


| the ſhadow of an excuſe, I will make uſe of fer 


Clement's arm,” turning towards her courier, I un. 


| Whoſe countenance expreſſed the pleaſure her the 


propofal gave him. He inſtantly advanced, 


to 


. 
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i to ſupport he woman who had led him! to 0 


ds, aſſume a character he felt (notwithſtanding 


ny the obſcurity of his birth) his ſentiments and 


ro- education rendered him ſo ill calculated to 
5 ſuſtain. Jeannette made a tender of her ſer- 
ö vices to Mademoiſelle Deneſir, and chey 
the began to move forward. 
Ty The Baroneſs was by! far the beſt walker! 


and much the beſt ſupported ; ſhe was there- 


fore ſoon conſiderably i in advance, whilſt her 
friend remained in the back-ground, puffing 
and buffetting againſt the wind, which ſoon 


hair Clement thought he had ever ſeen, and' 
mation, of a particularly intelligent counte- 


and he ſometimes unconſciouſly. preſſed the . 
hand ſhe had favoured him with, rather too 
tervently for a courier, which, though not 
unnoticed, was ſuffered to paſs unreſented by 
the lovelf's romantic enthuſiaſt, 


\. 


deranged one of the moſt beautiful heads of 
increaſed the bloom, conſequently the ani- 


nance. She was leaning upon his lefr arm; 


They 
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They proceeded for near a mile, al 


in total ſilence, except now and then when fo. 

the Baroneſs turned round to call to Made-. 

moiſelle Deneſir, who, in time, was even out 

of hearing. She made the remark. Cle- th 

ment was afraid he walked too faſt. - wh 

1 . py ac! 
he! 


e Not at all,“ was the reply. © The ſum- 
mit of this mountain, I prefiume, : affords a a 
very fine view ?” 5 

e S0 ] have been informed, Madame.“ et 

e Then you did not come this road when 
you travelled with your late maſter?” _.. 

cc No, Madame ; but I have been d 
it is much pleaſanter than the one through 
Geneva,” EG | + 

Lan IF AL all events, | | will have novelty to re- 
2 commend it to us both, —You ſpeak very 
good French.“ 1 
| ] The mere reſult of a tolerable. ear, 
Madame.“ 4 <7 | 
% Have you ſeen much of France? = 
Enough to think ita very fine country. 


ou ſpeak Jealian, I preſume ?”” 
| 9 2 Rather 


ELLESMERE. „ 


tc Rather better than do French, Madame,” 
forgetting what he had faid at Grand-Pre. 


Her memory was not ſo treacherous, but 


ſhe inſtantly addreſſed him in that language, 


which ſhe ſpoke with great fluency, and ſoon 
acknowledged his E v was far better than 
her own. | | ; 


<c She almoſt wondered a perſon in his 
ſituation had found ſo much time for ftudy ; 
I muſt have a very g good ane R 


«_ A very tolerable one,” he replied gow. 


« and he had opportunities to make uſe of 
it, which did not often fall to the ſhare 20 
5 in his ſtation.“ 5 5 


« That I ſuppole 3 but for want of f haps 5 


city, ſuch opportunities are frequently ren- 
dered uſeleſs. However, in future, addreſs 
me in Engliſh, which J have half forgot; 

though 1 ſhall never forget my half title to 
the name of E Engliſ:woman.” 


F 


i F 


Clement 
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Clement aſſured her, if be had not known 
to the contrary, he ſhould have ſuppoſed her 
a native of Great Britain. 


I muſt viſit England before I return ; 
my mother always preferred it to Switzerland; 


and I hardly ever ſaw either an Engliſhman 


or woman who were not of the ſame opinion. 


Tour nation are all more or leſs famous for 
the amor patriæ. If they die upon the 
Continent, they muſt be carried home to be 
buried; and I believe they think the pro- 
ductions of the earth are better there than 
any where elſe.” 

That would be carrying WR love a one's 
country rather too great lengths, Madame; 
but I have been affured no nation are fo 
much attached to their Dieu Frome as the 
Swiſs.” - 

* 1 believe it to be n and a true 
remark, but I am certainly an exception to 
the rule; for ſhould 1 die upon my travels 


® Houſchold Gods. F 
Eo I ſhall 


ing upon French manners and cuſtoms. — 


all confirmed, ſhe obſerved, * It is a pity a 


provide for you; ſurely they might place you 


* 
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J ſhall be perfectly ſatisfied with being inter- 
red in the neareſt burial- ground: —-my in- 
ſouciance may ariſe from my father's having 
given me an Engliſnwoman for my mother. 
But where are our companions ?” looking be- 
hind her. © Half a mile off at leaſt; either we 
get on very faſt, or they crawl ſtrangely;” and 
as ſhe did not feel herſelf inclined to wait for 
them, on they proceeded, and began debat- 


ee that her romantic ſuggeſtions were 


young man of your talents ſhould be reduced 
to the neceſſity of attending any perſon in your 
preſent capacity. You told me, I think,” 
ſhe continued, after a ſhort pauſe, < that you 
had friends in England, who were willing to 


in a more eligible line than the one you ſeem = 4 
to have adopted perhaps through a wall to | 
ſee the world? 
«© Curioſity certainly was my firſt induce- 
ment, Madame, to enter upon my preſent em- 
F 2 ploy z 
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Pioy 3 but when ] quit your ſervice, I never 
mean to ſeek another maſter or miſtreſs.” 


N This frank acknowledgment placed all her 
ſurmiſes beyond a doubt; beſides, he ſeemed 
as much at his eaſe as if in the company of 


an equal. All that puzzled her was to know 
how he meant to diſcover himſelf; ſhe was 


determined, however, to conſider him as the 
character he had adopted, as what he had 
- ſaid certainly admitted of two interpretations, 


e] am happy to hear it, Clement; there 
are many more eligible employments for a 
man of your age, upon whom inſtruction has 
not been thrown away. Your late and pre- 

| ſent journey have, and certainly will afford 
you opportunities of {eeing the world at other 
people's expence ; far I think your curi- 
oſity laudable, as you may reap ſome benefit 
from your travels. How long did you live 
with the Nobleman you parted from at Lau- 
ſanne? You don't ſeem more than one-and- 

twenty?“ | 


« Iam 


CO! 
COl 
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« ] am not that yet, Madame ; nor have I 
been long upon the Continent. I never was 
at ſervice before.” . 


This was literally ſpeaking the truth ; the 
Baroneſs perfectiy underſtood his meaning, 
and was more anxious than ever to know who 


he really was, while he felt flattered to find 


he had exeited her curiciity, and thought 
her's and Mrs. Davenport's were kindred 


minds. 


Their arrival at Les Rouſſes put a ſtop to 
the converſation; neither Mademoiſelle 
Deneſir nor the carriage were in ſight. 


te Well, I don't know when I ever walked 
ſo far, and felt ſo little fatigued, which, con- 
ſidering the wind, and the ſteep aſcent we 
have climbed, is the more ſurpriſing.“ 


Clement would have been very ſorry if her 
compaſſion had been attended with any in- 
convenience to herſelf, though fatigue was 

1 ks; ſometimes 
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ſometimes more felt after Gitting ſtill for a 


lietle while, than at the moment. 


Oh! I won't — to ay 1 ball feel | 
equally inclined to walk this afternoon ; but 


do get me a glaſs of water am very 
_” 


Clement ran forward towards the hut, dig- 


nified with the name of inn, deſiring to fee 


the beſt apartment, and ordering the ſtables 
to be got ready, by way of informing the 


landlord he was not come alone. He next 
aſked for a bottle of the beſt wine their cellar 


produced, and then returned to eſcort his 


miſtreſs into a pug hole, called the ſaloon.— 
Having placed her a chair, he haſtened to 


ferch the wine, and ſoon returned with a 


boctle and a tumbler upon 2 plate. 


cc Oh ! ! that is wine, Clement ; Taſked for 


water.” 
1 perfectly: underſtood your orci 
Madame; but I am ſure you ſpoke without 


reflection ; 


v» SV 
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reflection; nothing is more dangerous than to 
drink water when any one is warm and 
thirſty.” | 

I have done it frequently; without feel- 
ing any bad effects from it. Beſides, it 
will certainly get into my head, ſhould $ 
drink wine before my dinner.” : 

© You muſt do as you pleaſe, Madame 5 


I only hope you will eat ſomething Venues 


vou venture to taſte water.“ 


His looks, ber he was really anxious in the 
cauſe, coincided ſo exactly with his words, 


that ſhe was pleaſed with the intereſt he 


ſeemed to take in her health therefore 
nen agreed that ſhe might be in the 
wrong; and as ſhe had no wiſh to hurt her- 


ſelt, We would follow his preſcription.— 


Clement inſtantly filled a tumbler, which he. 
preſented to her while the ſpoke; and her 
faſcinating ſmiles made ſuch havoc in his 
heart, that the hand, in which he held the 


plate, ſhook, while he preſented 1 it to receive 


the empty glaſs PO ET LS 
F 4 
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* 0. really very pleaſant,” ſaid ſhe ;— 
© not very ſtrong, which is rather a merit, 
but much better than the looks of the houſe 
would have taught me to expect. I am 
afraid the larder is not fo well rocked as the 
cellar 1 pry 


Clement went to make the enquiry, and 


ſoon returned to give in his report Bacon, 
eggs, butter, bread, and cheeſe.” 


We might have been worſe off; though, 

had I known we ſhould have been doomed 
to ſuch a meagre repaſt, you ſhould have laid 
us in a ſmall ſtock of proviſions at Nion.” 


This was an order the courier had antici- 


pated. Having made enquiries concerning 
the inn where they intended to dine, he had, 


by the advice of the landlord where they 


breakfaſte d, Packed up a cold turkey, and 
ſome pigeons in ſavoury jelly, which he pro- 
duc ed as ſoon as the coach arrived, and ob- 


ned great credit for his foreſight, The 
| Baroneſs 
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| / 
Baroneſs declared he was an excellent our- 


rier; and Mademoiſelle Deneſir, notwith- 
ſtanding her fatigue, felt her good- humour 
revive at the ſight of two of her favourite 
diſnes. The ſervants were not leſs pleaſed, 
and Clement was particularly happy he had 
had an opportunity of convincing his miſtreſs 
of the wiſh he entertained to render her jour- 
ney as comfortable as poſſible. . 


_ CHAP. Xx. 


TE following day the Baroneſs choſe to 
walk up another ſteep hill, merely for the 
ſake of entering into converſation with her 
courier, who, more and more enamoured, 
began to dread the idea of a ſeparation, 
though he was conſcious he could not long 


# Purveyor, 
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retain his preſent tation ; but as he was not 


aware of her ſuſpicions, hier affability rivetted 


his chains. Still he entertained no hopes of 
obtaining ſuch a prize; for what he ſhould 


attribute to love ſhe might place to the ſcore 


of intereſt ; and ten to one, when acquainted — 
with his ſlender pretenſions to the title of 


gentleman, ſhe would confider him in the 


light of a ſharper, who wiſhed to prey upon 


her credulity, and, in conſequence, reject his 
offers with contempt. 


Theſe reflections rouſed him tom his idle 


dream of love, and he determined to quit her 
the moment they reached Paris, without giv- 


ing her room to ſuppoſe he was any thing 
more than a ſervant. An inborn ſenſe of 
honour taught him to conſider his romantic 
wiſhes as ſelfiſn and ungenerous; for admit- 
ting ſne were inclined to overlook the diſ- 
tance between them, ſhould he take ad van- 
tage of that preference, he muſt lead her 
into error; for certainly the world would 


ſeverely blame her, were ſhe to make ſo im- 
5 prudent 
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prudent a choice. Thus reaſoned. Clement,. 
though he ated in direct oppoſition, not 
only to reaſon, but alſo to common ſenſe.— 
On her ſide, a ſort of indefinable r, 
in favour of the handſome youth love had 
thus metamorphoſed, increaſed her curioſity 
- concerning him, and her anxiety for the ter- 
mination of her romantic adventure. Ma- « 
demoiſelle Deneſir once hinted ſhe was very 
fond of converſing with the young Engliſh- 
man; but found the remark ſo ſeverely re- 
ſcented, probably becauſe of its juſtice, that 
ſhe determined to be more prudent in future. 


They zone on very agreeably till 
they reached Dijon, the capital of Burgundy, 
Where they were obliged to ſtop for a few: 
days, owing to one of the coach-horſes hav- 
ing been pricked i in ſhocing the day before 
they left Grand-Pre,. which had. rendered. 
him ſo lame, that he was unable to proceed. 
The Baroneſs had no objection to the idea of 
Pending three or four days in ſo large a town, 
F 6 — a 
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and was very much pleaſed with the Hotel 
de Conde, where ſhe took up her abode. 


Upon riding into the inn- yard, to announce 


her arrival, &c. Clement. perceived two 
would be Britiſh bucks, parading up and 


down the court arm in arm. They ſtared at 
him ſo rudely, that he was at firſt afraid they 

knew him, but ſoon found they did not even 
ſuppoſe him to be a countryman, though they 
both ſwore he was the moſt Engliſh dreſſed 


F renchman they had ever ſeen. 


When the carriage drove i in, they took a 
; full ſtare, firſt at the equipage, then at the 
miſtreſs, | 


| be « She might be rich,” than obſerved, 
loud enough for Clement, who was taking out 
the baggage, to profit by their remarks ;— 

e but ſhe diſplayed very little taſte in allow- 


ing herſelf to be dragged along by four heavy 
black cows, the only compariſon which ſuited 
pd, bes 


— — 
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her horſes, ns to be drove by ſuch a piece 
of antiquity.” 


— 


The courier took no notice; but having 
iſſued his orders, and diſpatched one of the 
ſtablemen for a farrier, he went in to receive 
his miſtreſs's commands, who deſired he 
would let her know whether there was any 
| likelihood of the horſe being able to travel 
within the week, elſe ſhe would ſend him 
home to Grand-Pre, and purchaſe another 
for the groom. _ 


In conſequence of theſe orders, Clement 
choſe to be preſent during the farrier's in- 
ſpection of the lame animal. While he was 
liſtening to his opinion, his countrymen, who 
continued to parade the court, were agreeing 
the Swiſſeſs was a d——d fine woman.— 
They then reverted to her courier, who was 
by no means of a piece with her equipage, 
they obſerved ö A d——d daſhing fellow, 
to appearance! Yes, yes, Madame La Ba- 
ronne had a tolerable choice ; but the man 
Was 


110 ELLESMERE, 


was a fool with ſuch a figure not to make her 


place him upon a more reſpectable footing; 

yet you ſce he lords it finely over the ole 
purring coachman, and the other ſervant, — 
Aye, aye, Madame thinks her reputation 
won't ſuffer while he holds his preſent poſt.” 
c ] ſhould not deſire a better ſfinecure,” 


cried the leaſt ;—*© D—mme, let's try to 


1 the buck.” 


This witty "Rl amuſed them both ex- 

It would be fun alive; how 
Theſe, 
and various other equally low remarks, made 
Clement find it very difficult to ſupport his 


ceſſively. 
ſheepiſh the beau would look!“ 


aſſumed character, as he entertained the 
higheſt opinion of his miſtreſs's principles, 


prudence, &c. ; but as they certainly did not 


know he underſtood them, he thought 1 it beſt 


Io not to notice them. 


— 


Faving arrived before dinner, the Ba- 
roneſs and her friend went to the play. — 
Clement attended them to the theatre; but 
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as the evening was remarkably fine, preferred . 


taking a wall in the environs to following 


their example returned in time to ſee them 
home, and waited upon her, as uſual, at ſup- 


per: though, as there were plenty of other 
attendants, his conſiderate miſtreſs would 
have diſpenſed with his ſervices; but Cle- 
ment could not relinquiſh ſo favourable an 
opportunity of entering into converſation 
with her, as ſhe never failed to addreſs him. 
While he was placing the deſſert upon the 
table, the ſervants of the inn having retired, 
ſhe aſked him if he knew who thoſe two 
young men were that had ſtared at her fo 
rudely as ſhe alightec ? 
e can't fay I do, Madame; ;—theirdiſcourſe 
informed me they were Engliſhmen; but 


their manners were of ſo low a ſtamp, that 
1 was not tempted to make any N 


concerning them.“ 


Why I can't fay I ſhould have conſider- 
ed them as gentlemen. They were at the play 


this evening, ande came into our box; I believe 
ES _ they 
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they were rather in liquor; that is the only. 


excuſe I can find for their rude behaviour,” 


* 


| boil 


/ 


I am very ſorry, . two Engliſh- 
men ſhould have afforded you ſuch room for 


complaint, and only with any of the gentle- 
men preſent had taken the trouble to teach 


them better manners. I ſhould preſume 
they are Britiſh wine merchants' clerks 


come en to make 3 during the 


vintage.” 
« Moſt likely,“ ſhe aut; L and thus the 


matter dropped, though it gave Cement a 
great wiſh to give the two impertinent fel- 


lows : a ſevere drubbing, 


Next morning he 8 them taking their | 


uſual exerciſe up and down the Court; and, 
wiſhing to find an opportunity to quarrel 


with them, he placed himſelf upon a bench 
in the ſhade, affecting to be conſulting his 


| poſt 


Clement felt his colour riſe, and his blood 


rat 


Cre 
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en 
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poſt book. They were laughing at the 
behaviour of the /queami/h pr udes over night. | 


« Oh, d—mme, ſhe fancies we are ſuch 
ninnies as to imagine ſhe keeps that fellow to 
look at, turning towards Clement; © a fa- 
mous joke, *pon my ſoul! Suppoſe we ſend 
him to his miſtreſs, with our Saiſemains this 
morning, and requeſt the favour of an inter- 
view?” | | 

© That won't do,“ rejoined the other; 
« the buck will be jealous ;—twig the altera- 
tion in his dreſs, and the conſequential air he 
aſſumes ! ? 3 

Clement, who longed for nothing ſo ar- 
dently as.to knock both their heads together, 
rather wiſhing they ſhould ſuppoſe he under- 
ſtood them, put his book into his pocket, 
croſſed his arms, and eyed them from head to 
foot with the moſt ſovereign marks of con- 
tempt, whenever they paſſed him; but they 


were only amuſed, and ſaid, His airs are 
| to 
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tobe attributed to the privileges | he no doubt 
enjoys,” | 


Hie was upon the point of loſing all pa- 
tience with them, when the Baroneſs and her 
friend croſſed the court. He was upon his 
feet in a moment, and took off his hat with 
more than uſual reſpect, while his miſtreſs 
faid, © We are only going to take a ſhort 
walk. 8 


-v 


{Clemons bowed, and remained landing : 


til they were out of fight. His countrymen 

turned ſooner than they had done be- 
fore, as if to avoid being polite, He was 
_ undecided whether or not to follow the ladies: 
as he had received no orders, he ſat down 
, in purſuance of his firſt deſign. 


« Mind chat,” faid one of the peripateticks 3 
ce they dare not go out . apprizing that 
fellow of their intentions.” 

D mme,“ faid the other. I chink 


that hint was meant for us; I take it to be a 


fa 
af! 


Cc 


op 
rat 


ho 


NO 


da 
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cn 
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fair challenge—let's follow them who's 
afraid?“ 5 

Lou are right; the ſweet creatures have : 

certainly got it,” and away they went. 


Clement, more enraged than ever, ſtarted 
up; when the reflection that he was a courier 
rather calmed his tranſports. Determined, 
however, that even that circumſtance (ſhould 
not prevent him from chaſtifing them, if they 
_ dared to inſult his fair miſtreſs, he hurried 
after them, and ſaw them each, when near 
enough, put an arm round the two ladies“ 
waiſts, who, wholly unaccuſtomed to ſuch 
treatment, and really frightened, made a 
ſudden ſtop, endeavouring to diſengage them- 
ſelves. In turning round, the Baroneſs 
caught ſight of Clement; overjoyed at the 
idea of having ſuch a protector ſo near, ſhe 
told the gentlemen, © if they did not chuſe 
to ſuffer her to purſue her walk in peace, ſhe 
muſt deſire her ſervant to teach them their 
liſtance. “ 

They 
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They thought proper, upon this ſerious 
remonſtrance, which was ſtrongly enforced 


by the menacing looks of the highly offended 


courier, to leave their hold - one of them 
ſaying, in Engliſh, © I have a great fancy to 


cut off that puppy's ears; how ſhy the 
b——s are this morning! their bully was 


not ſo handy laſt night.” 
«© Let's leave them alone now, however,” 


replied the other, while Clement, i in a com- 


manding tone, and with a moſt indignant 
look, addreſſing them in French, deſired 


they would take ſome other road, or they 


might learn, to their coſt, that low fellows 
were not allowed to inſult ladies | in E rance 


with i impunity. 


e Indeed, Monſieur, replied the leaſt, 


. you had beſt keep a civil tongue in 


your head, if you have any regard for your 
bones.” 


Aye, pray keep your trap ſhut,” cried the 


other, © leſt I ſhould be tempted to uy my 
Cane upon your ſhoulders,” 


ELLESMERE, 117 


His miſtreſs's preſence alone reſtrained 


him from kicking them both to the other 


end of the ſtreet; and this he ſignified to them, 


proteſting they ſhould not eſcape unpuniſhed, 
notwithſtanding his preient forbearance. 


WAY; what an inſolent raſcal 'tis !” re- 


ſumed the leaſt, in Engliſh : © have a vaſt 
mind to cool his courage in that fountain,” 
pointing toa very large one in ſight. 

« No, no, let him fee the proud b——s 
home, and then we will duck him in the 
ſtone ciſtern in the court of our hotel.“ 

t 
1 bright Wenn ſet them both a laugh- 
ing, and they determined to put him into 'a 


fine fright, at allevents. As they prudently 


part of what they ſaid ; but fearful] her courier 
might get into a quarrel upon her account, 


ſhe hurried forward, though he requeſted ſhe 
would not alarm herſelf, as he thought him- 


ſelf perfectly able to prevent thoſe impu- 
dent fellows from again attempting to infult 


her; 


a 


- a" » ? * 
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ler ; had he followed her, he waſted: <« 


would not have been ſo impertinently at- fr 
racked. 23 | es LY w 

OI | Er, 8 ol 
ce ] will not venture out unattended in fu- th 
ture, was her reply, which afforded the th 
bucks a new fund for their ſcandalous com- tic 
ments. Clement was branded with the moſt po 


degrading epithets, which inflamed his ire to in 
ſuch a degree, that the dread of terrify ing his 


miſtreſs alone withheld him from knocking br: 
the two daſtardly wretches down, who, to his 

great relief, at laſt thought "ms to turn the 
down another ſtreet. | wa 


The Baroneſs expreſſed her joy, and 
thanked Clement for his attention, acknow- a p 
ledging ſhe had been very much alarmed, han 
which induced her to ſhorten her walk, and 


retire to her room as ſoon as ſhe reached their 1 
hotel. the 
ing 


Clement ſeated himſelf as before; the two thre 
bucks were not returned, and he reſolved di 
they 
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WM they ſhould have reaſon to repent having af- 
fronted Madame de Grand-Pre., His anxiety | 
would not permit him to fit for any length 
of time; he therefore took ſeveral turns in 

| the court, till he ſaw them advancing. He 

then approached the ciſtern they had men- 

. tioned, affecting to be looking into it, pur- 

poſely to ſee if they would notice him ; they 

inſtantly burſt out laughing, and then ſaid, 

; « One would almoſt 3 4 ſwaggering 

J braggadocia underſtood our intentions.“ 

5 « I muſt frighten him a little, continued 

1 the leaft : * how he will ſkip and roar, I 
warrant me! All Frenchmen are cowards, 
and I don't think the dogis a Swiſs.” 

J No, no, let him alone; there might be 

a piece of work about it, if one was to lay 

hands upon him. 


The leaſt 4 not give up the idea; 
therefore advanced towards Clement, mak- 
ing ſigns that he was going to put his former 
threats into execution, when, to his infinite 
diſmay, he was ſeized by the collar, and, | 
JW with 
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with one jirk, brought cloſe to the ciſtern, | 
caught round the waiſt by Clement's other 
arm at the ſame moment, and over head and 
0 ears in the water before he had time to at- 

tempt to ſave himſelf, and was twice re- 
plunged as he roſe, till the friend forced his 
antagoniſt to turn towards him, by giving 
him a ſmart blow over the ſhoulcers. - Wy 


ce What, two to one }” exclaimed the un- 
daunted youth in Engliſh, to the infinite 
ſurpriſe of his adverſary, whoſe cane was 
twiſted out of his hand before he could re- 
peat his blow. His companion ſeized the 
opportunity to emerge from his bath; while 
his friend and the courier had a round with 
their fiſts. Clement gave the firſt knock 
down blow, and ſeizing his antagoniſt, who 
fell with his face to the ground, by the waiſt- 
band of his breeches, and the collar of his 
coat, he dragged him to the ciſtern, Un- 
able to uſe his hands againſt his conqueror, 
he caught hold of the ſide of the trough, and 


thus unintentionally facilitated Clement' 8 
deſign, 


| | 
+4 
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deſign, who, leaving go of his collar, tripped 
up his heels, and ſent him head foremoſt i into 


the 1 water. 


Dole this ſcuffle, the leaſt had ſeized the 


pole of a carriage, which he now levelled at 
their common enemy, who avoided the blow, 
and was going to ſeize the delinquent a ſe- 


cond time, when they were ſurrounded by 


four or five females, the only people who had 


wirneſſed the- tranſaction, who all placed 
themſelves as a guard before the conqueror, 
making the air ring with their loud and re- 


peated ſcreams, af murder, which brought 


every ſoul in the houſe either to the windows 
or the ſcene of action: among the reſt, the 
Baroneſs, her friend, and maid: the former 
inſtantly gueſſed what had happened, and 
rejoiced to find ſhe had been fo amply re- 
venged; while the two half-drowned heroes 


were vowing they would pre fer their « com- 
plaints to the Commandant. | 
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Clement very calmly aſſured them, when 
it was known whom they had ſo groſsly in- 


ſulted, that they were more likely to be ſent 


to priſon than himſelf, informing the by- 


ſtanders how ds had offended him, 


cc Tafulter des Dames” was a charge from | 
which there was no appeal 1 in France. Even 
the ſervant maids were eager to repeat their 


duckin by: 


* 


The Baroneſs, anxious to exculpate her 
en told the gentlemen from her win- 
dow that they very richly deſerved the pu- 
niſhment her ſervant had inflicted upon 


them; in conſideration of which, ſhe ſhould 


not, as ſhe had intended, prefer her complaints 
to the Commandant. 


e The lady was too avod, ” all ths by-". 
ſtanders obſerved ; © the ſorry fellows were 


let off much too eaſily,” 


F inding 


1 


ww 


ELLESMERE  * 1 
. . 


Finding they had no chance of meeting 
with any redreſs, they raved in French, 


curſed ard ſwore in Engliſh; and at laſt, 
obſerving they excited general mirth inſtead 


of commileratien, they retreated to their 
apartment ro change. their clothes, when un- 


fortunately their ſervant (for they kept one 


between them) was not to be found, and he 
kept the key of their trunk. At laſt he 


made his appearance, and was not among the 


leaſt diverted by their misfortune ; but they 
felt themſelves ſo completely humbled, that 
they gave immediate orders for their depart- 
ure, and left Dijon before dinner, vowing 


vengeance upon Clement, ſhould they ever 
meet him in England, and curſing the whole 
French and Swiſs nations. 
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Tu E Baroneſs exulted in her courier's 
courage, which ſhe conſidered as an addi- 
tional proof of his noble extraction. Made- 
moiſelle Denefir alſo expreſſed her approba-. 
tion of his behaviour, declaring, ſhe thought 
they were peculiarly fortunate in having fo 


able and zealous a protector: this the Ba- 


roneſs repeated to Clement at dinner, aſſuring 


him ſhe alſo felt herſelf very much oblige 
He conſiderggþit a part of his duty to prevent 
his miſtreſs from being inſulted ; the of- 
fenders, being his countrymen, was an aggra- 
vation of their crime: in ſhort, he Fas ſo 
light of what he had done, that ſhe thovghts it 
added to the obligation. 1 


They | 


1 „ 
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They ſpent five days at Dijon, during 


with particular diſtinction by his miſtreſs 
but ſhould he preſume to diſcover the views 


which had induced him to enter her ſervice, 


— 


which time Clement often ſeriouſſy reflected | 
upon his folly. As a ſervant, he was treated 


ſhe would probably make him very ſeverely 2 


feel the difference Fortune had placed between 


them. Then what would be the reſult of 
the abſurdity he had committed? Why; was it 
to be known, he ſhould be deſervedly laughed 


at. However, he could not leave her till 


ſhe reached Paris, leſt ſhe ſhould be expoſed 


to any freſh inſults upon the road. 80 fa- 


tisfactory an excuſe for prolonging his ſtate of N 


ſervitude put reaſon to the flight, andi left 


him at liberty to think of nothing but her £ 


_ . &c. 1 


" On the day EDT Jef Dijon, they had not 


reached Pont de Panis before the Baronefs 
miſſed her car-rings, which ſhe recollected 
having left upon her toilet. Jeannette was 
chid for her negligence ; Mademoiſelle 

g 0 $ Denelir 
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Deneſir confounded herſelf in excuſes for her 
inattention; but as they were of value, and 
a preſent of her late father's, Clement was 
called, and requeſted to deviſe ſome means 
of recovering them. They were not above 
eight miles from Dijon; he therefore in- 
ſtantly propoſed returning in ſearch of them, 
telling the coachman what inn to go to at 
Rouvrai, where he ſhould overtake them. 
He ſet off back again, found the baubles where 
his miſtreſs ſaid ſhe had left them; and t 
pleaſed at having ſucceeded fo well, he made t 
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| | the beſt of his way to Rouvrai. She received b 
1 them with a ſmile, expreſſive of her appro- n 
1 bation, and aſſured him ſhe was very ſorry t 
"| he had had fo fatiguing a ride juſt in the heat 

| of the day ; ſhe had given Jeannette orders 
= about his dinner. | 15208 ti 
4 : fl 
8 Clement only wiſhed ſhe oftener put his 
i zeal to ſerve her to the proof, and was highly 
i eratified to find ſeveral delicacies had been a 
ix reſerved for him. t 
i Having 
4 | 
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Having rode pretty hard back, his horſe, 
which was very fat, began to flag before he 
left Rouvraĩ; and when he came to mount 
him again, the beaſt, having taken it into his 
head he had. done his day's work, abſolutely 
refuſed to follow the carriage. Clement was 
an excellent horſeman, and of courſe deter- 


mined, at any riſk, to oblige him to proceed; 


but the Baroneſs, having perceived this trial - 
of {kill from the coach window, called out 
to the coachman to ſtop : ordering the door 
to be opened, ſhe inſtantly alighted, and ran 
back, calling out, For Heaven's ſake diſ- 


mount, Clement ! what is the matter with 


the obſtinate bealt © * 


Pereeiving his lovely miſtreſs pale and 
trembling, he inſtantly alighted, entreating 


ſhe would not be alarmed, 


| « Don't attempt. then to mount him 
again,” putting her hand upon his, uncon- 
ſcious of what ſhe did, fo great was her anx- 


iety. Hu heart beat high, but he checked 


84 the 


Co . 
i 
* 7 
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| the riſing hope, certain he attributed her 
if agitation to a wrong motive, as ſhe had diſ- u 
5 played equal humanity and feeling during 1 
1 their firſt interview; therefore recalling his 
bi 
| ſcattered ſenſes, he alledged the only excuſe 
1 he could find for his horſe's obſtinacy. ch 
a \ | th 
WW! « Heisa very vicious animal; pray 7 fel 4 
1 immediately for whatever he will fetch, * 
i and purchaſe another; the money is no os 
| . object when put in competition with your ant 
on (ſhe coloured at the ſtrength of her own ex- _ 
F preſſion, and ſoftened it by adding), or ANG 85 
8 | perſon” 8 life. 
The 8 felt his cheeks glow from a qu 
very different motive, and readily promiſed wa 
to comply with her wiſhes ; but obſerved he | wh 


' ſhould not be able to {ell him for any thing che 


where they were, alder what the n had ki 
ſeen. 7 Bk | ; , MY jun 
„ 5 ra: 5" 4260 her 
Then Jet Peter lead him, and do you cur 
ride with the coachman, or mount the other cor 


hor les 
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horſe, if you prefer it, and let the groom get 
upon the box; you can tie that muliſh crea- 
ture to the back of the carriage.” 


. 


: Clemett preterred her firſt propoſal ;— 
therefore, having once more helped her into 
the coach, he mounted the box ; and, being-a 
very tolerable whip, took the reins. The 
horſes, having had ſo much reſt, were in ex- 
cellent ſpirits, and proceeded with great ala- 
crity. The old coachman grumbled ; they 
would run reſtive in their turns, if they werte 
over drove. | | 


i 


The Baroneſs ſoon perceived they went 
quicker than uſual, and looking out, ſaw who 
was driving, and thought he brandiſhed the 
whip with far more grace than her ancient 
chariotteer, She complimented him upon his 
{kill when ſhe alighted, and renewed her 1n- . 
junctions to have his horſe ſold; he obeyed - 
ber commands, and the next morning pro- - 
2} cured another, which was every thing he £ 
r could with, e | R 
3 | 5 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 


j 
I 


TE ſlept the next night at Auxerre; 


and here Clement, for the firſt time ſince he 
had left Grand-Prẽ, experienced the moſt 
ſerious dread of being recognized, and of 
courſe expoſed, as he conceived, to the con- 


tempt of his miſtreſs, and the deriſion of his 


friends: — for, in the morning, as he was, ac- 
cording to cuſtom, arranging the baggage in 
the coach, a young Baronet (with whom he 
had been particularly intimate during his re- 


ſidence at Geneva, and who had been of the 


party at Lauſanne when he had firſt con- 


ceived the whimſical ſcheme he had ſince put 
in execution) ſtopped to breakfaſt on his 
road to England at the very inn where they 


had taken up their lodging. He had eſcaped 


notice 


— 
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notice from being in the coach when 
his friend drove up, and inſtantly put 

up the blind on the ſide he ſaw Sir William 
alighting ; but unfortunately he was ſnewn 


into a front room, and took his ſtation at a 


window, ſo ſituated, that he effectually pre- 
vented Clement from daring to put down his 


blind, and kept him in this e predi- 
cament for ſome time. J 


Terribly perplexed as he was, in mo- 
mentary expectation of the coach - door being 
opened by one of his fellow-ſervants, or of 
being ſummoned to attend his miſtreſs, he 


ſtepped out on the other ſide, and without 
looking behind him, walked forward, and 


out of ſight of the inn. To be diſcovered by 


this gentleman, muſt lead to an expoſure of 


his folly; to put him in his confidence, 
would be acting ſtill more abſurdly yet 


ſhould Sir William learn that the carriage in 


fight of his window belonged to the celebrated 

beauty Mr. Haller had ſo much extolled in 

his hearing, there was every reaſon to believe 
5 » 666%êͤ§;ꝑͤ 
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he would poſtpone his departure to obtain 2 
fight of her. 


In'this 'Gifgrecable inte of perpltaiey ke 
fixed himſelf at the corner of a ſtreet at 
ſome diſtance, where he could ſee whoever 


went in and out of their hotel; and never 
was his patience put to a more ſevere trial. 


The coachman and groom came ſeveral times 
to the gate to look for him; but he dared not 


quit his ſtation for more than an hour, though 


he was often upon the point of returning, 


at all riſks; but the abſolute certainty of 
being recognized, and of courſe accoſted by 
Sir Willilam—an event which would certainly 


occaſion his inſtant diſmiſſion from the Ba- 
roneſs's ſervice, rivetted him to the ſpot 


where he ſtood. At laſt, to his infinite joy, 


the Baronet's poſt-chaiſe rattled off, and he 
haſtened back, having framed a very plauſible 


excuſe for his abſence, 


The horſes were put to the carriage, and 
every thing was ready for their departure; 
they 


* 


O! 
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| they were only waiting his return, the coach- 
man told him. From an upſtairs room his 
miſtreſs had watched all his motions, and had 


* eaſily. gueſſed he wiſhed to eſcape the notice 

t of the gentleman who had juſt left the inn, 

whoſe equipage and ſuite proclaimed him a 

r man of rank. . 5 

5 Highly diyerted, and yet very much flat- 

t tered to find him ſo anxious to preſerve his 

1 incognito, ſhe paid no attention to her com- 

; panion 's remarks, who thought i it inexcuſabe 

f in the courier to abſent himſelf ſo range | 
at the moment of their departure, as if to I 

/ keep them waiting his pleaſure ; in the Ba- 

- roneſs's place, ſhe ſhould highly reſent ſuch a : 

0 liberty. ME 

g Very poſſibly,” that lady replied ;— 


ec butas ſhe did not feel herſelf ſo grievouſly 
offended, and did not ſuppoſe their time was 
of ſuch amazing conſequence, ſhe could 

= = make allowances for a man, who had hitherto 

1 4 = BET... 
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only given her reaſon to prvie him, keeping 
her waiting a few minutes.“ 
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The moment ſhe caught ſight of him, ſhe 
beckoned him to her, in expectation of un- 
dergoing an examination, if not receiving a 
reprimand. Clement, having given the 
coachman ſome orders, obeyed her ſum- 


mons. 


L 
9-4" 
— n e NR Ln 
2» ** r Pot 1 * % as. LORE 


bu egy ee re ne oo eee A 9 ee 


* Why, we thought we had loſt you,” 
ſhe exclaimed, in a gay tone; © I proteſt I 
fancied your countryman had frightened 
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you. — 
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Dreading the conſtructions he now fore- 
ſaw it was liable ſhe might put upon his diſap- 
pearance, he never felt himſelf more at a loſs 
for an anſwer. His evident confuſion amuſed 

his miſtreſs, and ſerved to heighten her wiſh 
to diſcover who he really was; but not to 
diſtreſs him, ſne ſaid, © Come, let's be 
going; every thing 1s ready, I believe,” 
leading the way down ſtairs, 
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Clement, completely mortified, ſlowly 
followed her, convinced he had given her 


room to ſuppoſe he was afraid to face Sir 


William Melvin; and, in his ſituation, to 
what could ſhe attribute his dread, but to his 


being conſcious he had either wronged, if 


not robbed that gentle man, or ſome of his 
friends? 


Loſt in theſe gloomy reflections, wiſh- 
ing he had never -entered her ſervice, 
and determined to quit it the moment ſhe 
reached Paris, they arrived at Vermanton, 
where they were to dine ;—he opened the 


door of the carriage, and preſented his arm 
to aſſiſt her to alight, but could not meet her 


looks with his uſual confidence. The houſe 
they ſtopped at was in uniſon with his ideas 

it was mean and gloomy to a degree. Hav- 
ing been informed at Auxerre how they were 
likely to fare, the Baroneſs had given her 


courier orders to make a proviſion accord- 


ingly ; but behold, as he had not ſeen the 
baſket he had ordered to be packed (after 
paying 
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paying for the various articles) put into the 
in vain, 


boot, he ſearched the Carriage 
curſing the wilful forgetfulneſs of the in- 


tereſted innkeeper. 


ce Well,” thought he, © I ſhall ſee how 
ſhe will bear the diſappointment ; ſhe will 
moſt likely think me very careleſs, if ſhe 


does not ſuſpect me of wiſhing to impoſe 


upon her.” Reſolved not to place the for- 


gotten proviſions to her account, by way of 


convincing her intereſt had not induced him 


to ſeek her ſervice, he went in to lay the cloth 
for dinner. 


« What does this miſerable pug-hole 40. 


ford in thè eating way, Clement ?” afked his 
_ miſtreſs. 


Nothing very 9 J am afraid, 


Madame.” \ 


«© Then we are in luck, as we came ſo well 


prepared, faid Mademoiſelle Deneſir. 
] am very ſorry you depend upon that, 


Madame; tor - really forgot the baſket, and | 
e the 
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the people at the 1 were not honeſt enough _ 


to remind me of it,” 


Contrary to his expectations, as he glanced 


his eyes towards his miſtreſs while he was 
ſpeaking, to fee how ſhe bore her diſap- 
PO ſhe burſt out laughing, exclaim- 


« Excellent! I hope you paid for what g 


ba. packed up ?” 

« ] did indeed, Madame.” 

« Better and better; ſomebody will be a 
gainer by our loſs, and ſhort commons at 


dinner will give us a better appetite. for our 


ſupper.” 


Was there. ever any thi ing ſo careleſs?” 
cried Mademoiſelle Deneſir.— You may 


well look croſs, Clement; if I was the Ba- 
ronefs, you ſhould ſtand to the lofs.“ 

4 ſhould eſteem it as a favour if you 
would not give your opinion unaſked, Ma- 
demoiſelle,”” retorted the Baroneſs, © nor in- 


terfere between me and my ſervants; you 


have leſs to think of than Clement, and yet 


could not remind me of my ear- rings. 1 


don't perceive he was at all to blame.” 
Clement” O 
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Clement's countenance brightened ; ſhe 


certainly did not ſuſpect he wiſhed to impoſe 
upon her. Mademoiſelle Deneſir, with her 


accuſtomed dexterity, initantly transferred 


all the blame to the innkeeper ; © but Clement 
ſeemed to ſet ſo little ſtore by money, that 
ſhe did not preſume he would have thought 
it a very ſevere puniſhment, though it might 
have been unjuſt to have made him pay for 


| 0 2 © BY 
| » ag people's hh, N 


Tou are, in ſome reſpects, very right, 
Mademoiſelle, “ ſaid he; I do ſet very 
little ſtore by money, when put in compe- 
tition with the favour of Madame de Grand. 
Pré.“ 


laugh, deſired him to ſend in what the Hotel 


afforded; and thus the matter dropped, __ 


much to the courier's ſatisfaction. 


"News: morning the ETOP alighted at à 


kit and took the highly-favoured Clement! 8 
arm 


The Baroneſs coloured; but affecting to 
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\ 


arm to aſſiſt her progreſs ; ſhe ſeemed un- 
uſually gay, and jocoſely hoped he had not 
again forgot their proviſions. 


« ] was informed where we ſlept, Madame, 
uwe ſhould find a very good inn where we are 
going ene I thought it nnn to 
make any.” 

« You were in the right; I only hope we 
ſhan't meet with any more Engliſh Baronets; 
for I poſitively place our bad dinner yeſterday 
to the ſcore of the one who breakfaſted at 
Auxerre” i: : 

| Notwithſtanding this remark was made in 
a very gay tone, it rather confounded Cle- 
ment, who ſaid, with ſome heſitation, © Im- 
probable as the aſſertion muſt appear, Ma- 
dame, owing to my education having been 
tar ſuperior to my birth, I have been in- ha- 
bits of intimacy with Sir William Melvin ;— 
different deſtinies have placed us in different 
ſtations ; I muſt therefore entreat you would 
only attribute my abſurd conduct yeſterday | 


to a very common error miſtaken pride.“ 
a " 8 
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jc Why, 1 believe that not unfrequently 
leads us into errors, Clement ; ; but I am 
really angry to think that, having ſuch friends, 


and brought up as you doubtleſs were, you 


did not try to puſh your fortune in ſome 


of the liberal profeſſions. I. don't mean 


to be curious; but J preſume your mug 
havemet wi th misfortunes,” 


« An unfortunate accident, Madame, bs 


prived me of my mother during my infancy. 


A lady, of a diſpoſition ſimilar to your own, 


to whom my misfortune recommended me, 

adopted me, ſuperintended my education, 
and, with a degree of generoſity ſcarcely to 
be paralleled, provided for all my early wants. 


It was once her intention to have ſent me 


out to India. Had ſhe lived, 1 ſhould cer- 
tainly never have adopted a life of ſervitude ; 
yet I can aſſure you I am not deficient in 
point of pride. Indeed I am but too fre- 


quently texapted to . at the obſcurity * 


my origin.“ 


« | a . | . { 
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So candid an explanation, it might have 
been preſumed, would have diſſipated the 
airy ſtructure the Baroneſs had ſo anxiouſly 
built; but, like many more of her ſex, ſhe 
was too tenacious of her firſt opinion to re- 


linquiſh it ſo eaſily. 


<« This little ſtory was a mere fiction, reſult- 
ing from his wiſh to preſerve his incognito; 
been was there that diſparity of rank and 
fortune between him and the Baronet, he 
w-as far more likely, notwithſtanding any paſt 
intimacy, to be overlooked, than noticed by - 
the latter. She affected, however, to credit 
his account of himſelf ; and, as an excuſe for 
the increaſing familiarity with which ſhe con- 


tinued to treat him, told Mademoiſelle De- | | 


neſir ſome very ſtrange misfortunes mult 
have induced him to enter upon a way of life 
ſo very much beneath his former proſpects, 
as he had acknowledged having been ac- 
quainted with Sir William Melvin: it would 
therefore betray a great want of feeling to 
place him upon. the footing of a common 


ſervant. | 
| CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


me VEE the preceding day at 
Fontainbleau, they made it late before they 
reached Paris; and as the Revolution had 


not yet taken place, the number of carriages. 


they met in the F auxbourg St. Antoine ra- 
ther alarmed the Baroneſs, who was naturally 


fearful, particularly as her coachman was un- 
uſed to drive in a town, and ſhe was going 


into the Rue des Petits Auguſtins, having 


been recommended to take up her abode at 
the Hotel du Prince Edouard in that ſtreet. 
They had juſt turned upon the Beau Boule- 


vard, by Clement's direction, to avoid the 
narrow ſtreets, when the old Swiis, who found 
himſelf rather embarraſſed with four in hand, 
ppreicutarly as the horſes were fatigued, en- 


# 


tan gled 
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tangled himſelf with a fiacre, and but for the oy 
alliſtance of Clement, and ſeveral foot paſ- 5 
ſengers, would have overturned the coach in 
endeavouring to extricate it from the wheels 

of the other carriage. 


The moment he found the danger was 
over, the courier, who had really, at the riſk 
of his life, diſengaged his miſtreſs's coach, 
flew to open the door, to aſſure. her ſhe had 
nothing more to fear; but too much terrified 
to ſtand upon punctilio, ſne flung herſelf into 
his arms, declaring ſne would ride | no fun- _— 
ther. 
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Never did Clement tread fo light: not- 
withſtanding his burthen, he carried her to 
ſome diſtance, and then placed her upon one 
of the walks reſerved for pedeſtrians. © She 
was convinced he had ſaved her life ; ſhe [ 
. | aw how raſhly he had endangered his ow, | | 
1 which increaſed. her fright; her ccachman 
was the awkwardeſt being upon earth. But 
where was Helen and Jeannette ?” 

1 I:: 
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While ſhe was making the enquiry, they 
. joined _ eſcorted by the om. | 


| cc Thank God, we are all Che 1 ſhe Fug 
claimed, © and molt likely are indebted for 


our exiſtence to your exertions, Clement.— 
For my own part, I 1 5 t think [ ſhould have 


ſurvived an overturn.” 
Then I have been the means of pre- 


ſerving a life much dearer to me than my 
own,” rather whiſpered the enamoured Cle- 
ment, leaving her under the care of her fe- 


male companions and the groom, while he 


went to ſee if the carriage had received any 
material injury. His ſpeech was only heard 


by the Baroneſs, and ſunk deep in her heart. 


— 


0 Was it the dread of a refuſal which hal 


induced this young man to act fo ſtrange a 
part? Was it poſſible he W as he had told 
her, lowly born?“ 


Her reverie was broke in upon by the ap- 


pearance of the coach. She had rather walk; 


ſhe 


CH 
\ 


TY wo. 


ſhe was really · afraid to venture. Clement 


the carriage, upon condition he took the 


his miſtreſs's deciſion: he therefore mounted 
the courier's horſe, who took his place upon 


coachman's hands, jumped down to aſſiſt his 
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could not recommend a fiacre, but he would 
engage one to precede the carriage, which 
would effectually clear the way, beckoning 
to one for that purpoſe; and if fhe would al- 
low him to drive her, he would be anſwer- 
able for her ſalety. 7 ri A 


His late ſpeech 5 freſh in her memory ; ; 
ſhe therefore ſuffered him to hand her into 


reins. The old coachman was half affronted 
to think his {kill ſhould be called in queſtion, 
but knew it would be in vain to appeal againſt 


the box, and, preceded by the hackney coach, 

they daſhed through Paris, and ſoon reached 
the Hotel du Prince Edouard. Underſtand- 
ing the firſt floor was diſengage, Clement 
turned under the gateway, in the middle of 
which was the grand ftair-caſe. He ſtopped 
at the bottom, and, putting the reins into the 
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miſtreſs to alight.—The reſpect with which 


the old fellow ſeemed to treat him, the 
groom having addreſſed him as Monſieur, 
when he went to inform him, before the car- 


riage had turned in, that there was an apart- 
ment vacant likely to ſuit, added to Cle- 


ment's handſome travelling dreſs, fine figure, 


&c. led the poor landlord (who waited 
with a light to precede them up ſtairs) into a 


very great error, as he ſet him down for the 


maſter and huſband of the beautiful lady he 
had handed out of the carriage. In conſe- 
quence, underſtanding, from a ſpeech of 
Mademoiſelle Denefir's, that the lady was 


Madame Li Baroneſs, he REI Clement 


1 Lord. 


Startled at, an e he was ſo coal 
to, he abruptly aſked the man what he 


meant ? The landlord was ſhocked; ec he had 


taken Monſieur le Baron for an Engliſh 
Nobleman, and begged a thouſand pardons 
for his . wa 242 


| « Tam | 


Jo\ 
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e I am Madame La Baronne Fa Grand- 
Pre's courier, Sir,” 
impatient tone, and muſt beg you will ad- 


_ dreſs your diſcourſe to that lady.“ 


Thunderſtruck at this unexpected expla- | 


nation, the poor man was again forced to 


confound himſelf in excuſes to the highly 
amuſed Baroneſs, who, prepoſſeſſed with her 
former chimerical notions, was convinced he 
had ſeen Clement before, and had firſt ad- 
dreſſed him by his real title. This, as ſhe 


deemed it important diſcovery, put her 


into ſuch ſpirits, that ſhe- declared herſelf 
very much pleaſed with the apartment; and 
deſiring The might have ſupper early, as ſhe 


was rather fatigued, diſmiſſed the landlord, 


| Clement —_ with him, to ſee that his fel- 
low-ſervants had every * they wanted. q 


Mige: hoſt thought it neceſſary. : to make 


more apologies to him than to his miſtreſs. — 
« He could hardly n now pole him a lervant, 
&c, &c,” 


H ef 8 The 


replied Clement, in an 


p 1 
Ta TR 
1 q * 
— — „K — — 
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The courier cut all his compliments very 


ſhort, defiring him to ſend for a Laquais de 
Place, while he went into the ſtables, where 
he had ſcarcely looked round him before a 


ſmart little fellow, about forty, preſented 
himſelf to attend Madame La Baronne du- 
ring her ſtay in Paris, or to travel with her, if 
. | N Fu 


8 


Fd 


took upon him to be anfwerable for, him in 
every reſpect. Clement preſumed he was 
een acquainted with Faris? 8 


1 know my way to every corner of the 
city, Sir, as well as to my own bed- room. I 

can ſpeak French, Engliſh, Italian, and Ger- 
man; can ride a dundred and fifty miles in 
the four-and- twenty hours, and hold it: 1 | 


will dreſs either gentlemen or ladies' hair with 


any one; and 1 would not turn my back 


upon half the cooks in Paris, upon a pinch; 
therefore 1 flatter * Madame La Ba- 


„ 


Tbe. landlord, who accompanied him, 


roneſs 


ry 
3 


_ fared worle.” : 


| culiarly fortunate,” 


Madame's valet * „ a 


duty to do every thing ſhe deſires. Y ou are 


_ obey. mine,” et 7 % % 13. 


met with, Camarade. I have ſerved many a 


of merit; ; but now, be ſo obliging as to aſſiſt 
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I think ſhe ought to cſicein herſelf pe- 


2 


| 
roneſs might: have/ ſought farther, | ab have 5 
| 


replied the” amuſed Cle- 
ment ; © though I don't think ſhe will put 
half your extraordinary talents to the proof.“ 

« Monſieur is joking; I preſume you are 


« ] have no pretenſions to any other title 
than that of her courier, but conceive it my 


likely to prove of far greater utility than W.. 1 
ſelf; yet J hope you will equally conform to 
her orders, and ſometimes condeſeend to 


« You are the gayeſt Finlihman Jever 


one in my e and "RE all dine me 
with regret,” FP | 3 
No doubt, few people 21 are greater judges' 


the porter in cartying the baggage up ſtairs,” „ 

© Leave every thing to me, Mr.—— - 

pray what 1 is your name ?“ SD £ 
n 3 Clement, 


* * * ; * 
3 
4 

Z : 
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Clement, Sir, at your ſervice.” 
Very well, I will ſee to every Pe” 
bp muſt be fatigued. 4 


The courier, who promiſed himſelf no 
ſmail ſhare of amuſement from this conceited 


original, went to inform the Baroneſs he had 
She was in excellent ſpirits, 
and told him, with an arch look, when he 
entered, that ſhe felt herſelf very much 


engaged him. 


obliged to his Lordſpip for the trouble he had 
taken; but proteſted ſhe ſhould dread being 
drove in Paris by. her coachman, Elo 


i 


Clement ventured to mile in his turn, and 
endeavoured to exonerate the coachman, 


Whoſe misfortune, he aſſured her, was ow-ing 
to the horſes being fatigued, and his having 
four in hand ; beſides her laquais announced 
himſelf as ſo able a guide, that he would 
certainly 1 never be in danger of loſing his 
Ways 
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« You ſeem to entertain a higher opinion 
of Montagne's ſkill than I do, Clement; 
however, he ſhall make another attempt. 
But I am Curious to ſee the original you 
deſcribe.” 8 


* 


ch ſoon introduced him; and while? 
waiting at ſupper, Pariſien (the Jaquais's 
' name) ran over every curioſity worth 
ſeeing in Paris, with a volubility truly amu- 
ſing to his fair miſtreſs, who paid him ſeveral 
jronical compliments, which ſerved to 
heighten the good opinion the fellow enter- 
tained on himſelf.” 


, | 


BY n4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 5 


! 


HEN Clement retired for the night he | 


reflected that he was now arrived at the end 
of his propoſed j journey, and could form no 
plauſible excuſe in his own mind for prolong- 
ing his ſtate of ſervitude. The Baroneſs cer- 
tainly treated him with infinite diſtinction, 
conſidering his ſtation; yet ſhould he, pre- P 
ſuming upon her courteous affability to her b 


courier, venture to ſolicit her favour as Cle- " 
ment Davenport, how mortifying a repulſe h 
F might he meet with! Beſides, admitting boy 
| 2 (which he dared not hope) her heart ſhould | 8 
Js plead in his behalf, how could ſhe, without a * 
ſtrange deviation from the-laws of prudence, ti 
give her hand to a man ſo every way her in- a 


ferior, and whom all her houſehold had con- 
28 ſidered 


2CLEQURAEG - x3 
ſidered in the light of their fellow-ſervant.— 
His light pretenſions to the title of gentle | 
man weak be ſunk by all her father's friends, 
who would be as much inclined to condemn E 
her for parting with her liberty in favour of 
the low-born Davenport, as, Were they to ſup- 
poſe ſhe had been equally condeſcending to 
her courier, his diſguiſe muſt be attributed, 
by every diſintereſted perſon, to the worſt of 
motives : regard for the Baroneſs, and for his 
own reputation, therefore, ought to induce 
him to fly her preſence. Yer ſhould a fa- 
vourable opportunity occur, he might ſurely 
relate his ſimple ſtory ; ackeidwleday his im- 
prudence, but aſſure ner the obloquy of his 
birth would ever prevent him from aſpiring 
to her hand. Thus undecided, fatigue cloſed 
| his eyes, and he awoke, determined to return 
to Geneva in the courſe of a fortnight, with- 
out expoſing himſelf to her contempt. The 
room allotted him was in one of the wings of 
the hotel, and upon the ſame floor with his 
miſtreſs's; indeed, owing to its lituation, 
the windows were e oppoſ ite. 
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Having e upon her at breakfaſt, ard 
ned ſhe meant to take a walk, attended 
by the laquais, to view the Thuilleries, 


not being in his uſual ſpirits, he retired to his 


apartment, and fell into a reverie upon the 


paſt events of his life. Of all people, he had 
the leaſt reaſon to complain of the diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence; to repine was therefore 


as uſeleſs as ungrateful :—the ſelfiſh am- 
bitious hopes, which had induced him to ac- 
company the Baroneſs to Paris, deſerved to 
be diſappointed; the more he admired her, 
the leſs he ought to wiſh to lower her in the 


eyes of the world, which muſt prove the na- 


tural conſequence of their union. He ſhould 


never think of any other woman. What 


then? He had often determined upon a ſtate 
of celibacy; he only wiſhed ſhe might meet 


3. with a man as ſenſible of her worth, and as 


anxious to promote her happineſs : he would 
expreſs theſe wiſhes in a letter, and deliver it 
at parting, when perhaps ſhe might regret 
the diſtance birth had placed between them. 
At that moment, raiſing his eyes, he caught 

1 = who 


2 + 
* of 


* 


> 
cp 


preſent diſguiſe. His frequent want of -pre- 
ſence of mind, and ſome of his myſterious 
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thoſe of his miſtreſs full upon him, who in- 
ſtantly -withdrew them * finding herſelf 
obſerved. . 5 . 
Clement, actuated by a fimilar motive, re- 
treated to the other end of his room, blaming 
himſelf very ſeverely for having undertaken _ 
this j journey, which could only tend to make 
him miſerable ; for was he convinced his 
paſſion was returned, he would never take ad- 
vantage of a prepoſſeſſion which muſt render 
the Baroneſs de Grand-Pre contemptible, I 
even in the opinion of her beſt friends. But 
even to ſuppoſe ſhe could feel any ſentiment 
bordering upon love for her courier, was fo. 


truly abſurd, that he placed every ſuggeſtion, - | 


which had hitherto ſometimes. led him to 


form ſuch an idea, to the ſcore of a moſt i in- 1 


ordinate ſhare of vanity, and ſtrongly repro- 
bated the romantic but ungenerous notion 
which had ever induced him to form the moſt 
diſtant hope of obraining her hand under hes 


H 6 acknowledg g. 
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Having waited upon her at breakfaſt, and” 
learned ſhe meant to take a walk, attended 
by the laquais, to view the Thuilleries, 


not being in his uſual ſpirits, he retired to his 


apartment, and fell into a reverie upon the 


paſt events of his life. Of all people, he had 


the leaſt reaſon to complain of the diſpenſa- 


tions of Providence; to repine was therefore 


as uſeleſs as ungrateful :—the ſelfiſh - am- 
bitious hopes, which had induced him to ac- 
company the Baroneſs to Paris, deſerved to 


be diſappointed; the more he admired her, 


the leſs he ought to wiſh to lower her in the | 


eyes of the world, which muſt prove the na- 


tural conſequence of their union. He ſhould 


never think of any other woman. What 
then? He had often determined upon a ſtate 


of celibacy ; he only wiſhed ſhe might meet 
with a man as ſenſible of her worth, and as 
anxious to promote her happineſs: he would 
expreſs theſe wiſhes in a letter, and deliver it 
at parting, when perhaps ſhe might regret 
the diſtance birth had placed between them. 


At that moment, raiſing his eyes, he caught 
5 TS thoſe, 


o 
TY 
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thoſe of his miſtreſs full upon him, who in- 
ſtantly withdrew them upon finding herſelf 


obſerved. 5 2 3 2 


Clement, actuated by a fimilar motive, re- 
treated to the other end of his room, blaming 
himſelf very ſeverely for having undertaken 
this journey, which could only tend to make _ 
him miſerable ; for was he convinced his 
paſſion was returned, he would never take ad- 
vantage of a prepoſſeſſion which muſt render 

the Baroneſs de Grand-Pre contemptible, | 
even in the opinion of her beſt friends. But 
even to ſuppoſe ſhe could feel any ſentiment 
bordering upon love for her courier, was ſo. 

truly abſurd, that he placed every ſuggeſtion, 


which had hitherto ſometimes led him . 


form ſuch an idea, to the ſcore of a moſt i in- 1 
ordinate ſhare of vanity, and ſtrongly repro- 
bated the romantic but ungenerous notion 
which had ever induced him to form the moſt 
diſtant hope of obtaining her hand under his 
preſent diſguiſe. His frequent want of pre- 
lence of mind, and ſome of his myſterious 
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acknowledgments, might have erntet her | 


curioſity therefore the ſooner they re 
the better. Still he dreaded the moment ;— 

and under pretence of ſmoothing the road to 
it, in ſpite of his own judgment he framed 


ſome freſn excuſes for Procraſtination. 


He attended her, as uſual, at dinner; but 
was ſo much diſturbed by the reſult of theſe | 


ſerious reflections, and ſo abſorbed i in admira- 


tion of her elegant form, graceful movements, 


&c. ſo more than commonly enchanted by 
the ſound of her harmonious voice, that 
whenever the idea of their approaching ſe- 


paration came acroſs him, he was almoſt 
bereft of his ſenſes, and inwardly curſed the 


. capricious g goddeſs for not having put it in his 
power openly to aſpire to the poſicſlion * 


ſuch A treaſure. 


During one of his unpleaſant reveries, for- 
Sitting where he was, he ſtamped his foot 
en ſuch violence, that both ladies halt 
ſlarted from their chairs. Rouſed by per- 

| _ ceiving | 


/ 


V 


fri 


' ELLESMER E. : 5 157 


ceiving ; the effect of his unthinking action, 


he haſtily ſtooped down to conceal his con- 5 


fuſion, entreating their : pardon 4 alledging, 
as an excuſe for his rude behaviour, ſome- 


thing had ſtung him ſo violently, that he \ Was : 


not aware of what he did. 


* 


a Why I muſt 27 you ib me,” re- 


plied: his miſtreſs ; © but even the flies are 
very troubleſome at this ſeaſon,” 


. Denvinined to be more circumſpect, Cles-.-: 


ment endeavoured ro baniſh his late gloomy 
ideas from his mind, at leaſt for the preſent, 
and tried to recollect that be was à man, and 


ought not to give way to ſuch uſeleſs regret. 5 
The effort coſt him a ſigh, which the Baroneſs 


alone overheard; who, in conſequence of that 


and his recent behaviour, endeavoured to 
diſcover the reaſon of his unuſual agitation 0 0 


in his re countenance. 


«; N he had 000 Fn bad with 


from England, uy —Continuing in her former 


error, 
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error, ſhe recollęcted having heard her mo- . 
ther obſerve, that the Britiſh Nobility, proud 
of their extraction, and ſtill more fo of their ; 


country, were generally averſe to their de- 


ſcendants marrying foreigners of any rank, — 
She would not permit herſelf to ſuppoſe him 


any thing leſs than a Patrician, | 


/ % 


:Clment es with the Mane. con- 
foling himſelf with the trite idea, that love : 


levelled all. diſtinctions, and that his inde- 


| pendent fortune muſt acquit him of intereſted 
Romance 
thus overturning all the wiſe reſolutions he 


motives in his preſent purſuit. 


had formed in the morning, could he once 
be aſſured he was beloved, he ſhould better 
know how to decide. Again he thought the 


rejection of his ſuit would of itſelf promote 
his cure, therefore determined ſoon to bring 


the matter to that iſſue: for lowly born as 
he knew himſelf to be, nothing ſhort of the 
idea of being beloved would have induced 


him to give his hand even to Madame de 
Grand-Pre ; and nothing but a very ſtrong. 
prepoticiing ; 
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prepoſſeſſion in his favour could induce her 
to accept his offers. | £ 


As he ate very little dinner, his fellow-ſer- 
vants thought him unwell. He leſt them in 
their error, and ſoon retired to his room, 
where he had recourſe to his flute, to calm 
his agitation, having as high an opinion of 
the efficacy of muſic as Congreve's Mourning 
Bride. His window was open a little way; ſo 
was the Baroneſs's, upon which hg kept his £ } 

eyes, though he fat ſo as not to be perceived, ll 
and was. ſoon gratified by a glimpſe of her | 
figure, though ſhe alſo choſe to keep out of 

fight. However, it was ſufficiently flattering 
to ſuppoſe ſhe was liſtening to him, white he 

endeavoured, in a ſtrain of the moſt faſcinating 
harmony, to improve the impreſſion he 
| hoped (for who  can' abandon the lover's 
| ſtaff?) he had made upon her mind. When 
; he carried i in the lights, ſhe Addreſſed him : 
TI with: a half ſwile— e 


a 


«ad 


— N 
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know how to decide. 
rejection of his ſuit would of itſelf promote 
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error, ſhe recolle&ted having heard her mo- 
ther obſerve, that the Britiſh Nobility, proud 
of their extraction, and ſtill more ſo of their 


country, were generally averſe to their de- 
ſcendants marrying foreigners of any rank, — 


She would not permit herſelf to ſuppoſe him 
any thing leſs than a Patrician, 1 


/ 
o 


Clement retreated with the lanes, con- 


ſoling himſelf with the trite idea, that love 
| levelled all, diſtinctions, and that his inde- 
' pendent fortune muſt acquit him of intereſted _ 
| motives in his preſent purſuit. - 


thus overturning all the wiſe reſolutions he 


had formed in the morning, could he once 
be aſſured he was beloved, he ſhould better 
Again. he thought the 


his cure, therefore determined ſoon to bring 
the matter to that iſſue : for lowly born as 
he knew himſelf to be, nothing ſhort of the 
idea of being beloved would have induced 


him-to give his hand even to Madame de 
Grand-Pre ; and Ac but a very ſtrong 
Frepoſſeſtion | 


Romance 


[ 


with a a half ſmile— | 5 
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prepoſſeſſion in his favour could induce her 
to accept his offers. 


As he ate very little dinner, his fellow-ſer- 
vants thought him unwell. He left them in 
their error, and ſoon retired to his. room, 
where he had recourſe to his flute, to calm 
his agitation, having as high an opinion of 
the efficacy of muſic as Congreve's Mourning 
Bride. His window was open a little way ; fo 
was the Baroneſs's, upon. which hg kept his | 


eyes, though he fat ſo as not to be perceived, 
and was. ſoon gratified by a glimpſe of her 


figure, though ſhe alſo choſe to keep out of 
fight. However, it was ſufficiently flattering 
to ſuppoſe ſhe was liſtening to him, white he 
endeavoured, in a ſtrain of the moſt faſcinating 
harmony, to improve the impreſſion he 
hoped (for who can abandon the lover's _ 
ſtaff ?) he had made upon her mind. When 
he carried i in the lights, ſhe addreſſed him 


« Had 
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« Had you come in a few minutes ſooner, 
you might have been able. to defend yourſelf 
againſt a very ſerious ee, which has been 
brought againſt you.” | . 


i 9 2 — oy 


e lement, rather confuſed, begged to know. , 
whem he had been unfortunate enough to 
offend. 
Why Jeannette has been complaining | 
that you ſhua her company, under pretence of 
being ill, though in reality to ſhut yourſelf 
up in your own room, to practiſe upon the 
flute, which ſhe prefers to Pariſien's inceſſant 
Pace: Now as I thought it very poſſible you 
might be of her opinion, I only laughed at 7 
her chagrin, and have ſent her with the gal- C 
lant laquzis to view the Pont Neuf.“ by. 4 
With all due deference to Mademoiſelle > 
Jeannette, I am convinced ſhe will derive 


Ot 

more amuſement from her. walk than from 15 
my muſic ; though I am conſcious 1 may, in m 
her eyes, appear capricious, if not t deſerving PP 

- of greater cenſure,” 2 


The 


vo 


IT 


him to let her know what t plays were to be = 4 


movements; and every ſucceeding day the 


— 
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* 1 Baroneſs gueſſed his meaning p ; and, | 
affecting to laugh at his Sravity, requeſted 


acted at the different theatres on the morrow, 


as ſhe ſhould, upon his aw decide which 


the ſhould viſit. 


— 


CHAP. XV. | 


\ 


A WEEK foo: dipped away at | Pick 
Clement's ſtation exempted him from ever 
attending his miſtreſs, except when ſhe viſited 
the environs, when he always followed her 
on horſeback.” The laquais at all times 
mounted behind the carriage, to direct their 


courier regularly reſolved ſhould prove the \- 
laſt he would ſpend in the Baroneſs' s ſervice. 


0 162 "ELLESMERE, 


One morning, as he was going to his 
N banker” S, in ee of finding a letter {c 
from Dr. Lewis, he was overtaken upon the m 
Pont Royal by Sir William Melvin, who had 
occaſioned him ſuch a vexatious hour at 


Auxerre. It had never, till this moment, as 
entered Clement's head hat he would moſt hi 
likely make ſome ſtay at Paris, or he would v. 
have been more upon his guard. The Ba- re 
ronet declared himſelf very happy to ſee ve 
him; thought him ſtill buried at Geneva, ar 
which was one of the dulleſt places in all to 
Europe. Paris was the only city where a man av 
of ſpirit could amuſe himſelf on this ſide of G 
the Alps, aſking Davenport's opinion, as YG 
they walked forwards, firſt, of the theatres 5” - n 
then where he lodged; how long he had been 
there; with a ſucceſſion of other queſtions too | 
numerous to Feþeat, DE ITN 101 


Very 1 Clement informed 1 
him he was but juſt arrived, and ſhould ee WW: 
out the next day for Bruxelles to meet a o' 


friend, who was coming upon the Continent. as 
* 1 


— 


ELLESMERE. 163 


« Then he was very happy they had met 


ſo opportunely,” the Baronet rejoined ; © he 4 


muſt go home with him.“ 


3 


Ce alledged a multiplicity of huſineſs 


as an excuſc for not accepting the invitation; 


he was then upon the road to his banker's, 
where he ſhould find letters, which would 
require immediate anſwering; beſides a 
variety of other places he had to call at, 
and different commiſſions he had promiſed 
to execute: but all he could ſay was of no 
avail, Sir William was going to dine at St. 
Cloud with a few more countrymen, and 
Clement ſhould join the party, for he would 
not quit him till he had received his promiſe. 


Finding he had no other alternative, anx- 
ious as he was to get rid of him, and fearful 


every ſucceeding moment might bring Pa- 


riſien in his ſteps, he agreed to the propoſal, 


promiſing to be at the Baronet's hotel by two 


o'clock, but urging his former plea of buſineſs 


as an excuſe for his preſent haſte, 


1 
? 
® 
1 
| 
1 


164 | ELLESMERE 5 


7 


This matter being ſettled to the Baronet 8 


fuisfaRtion, he no Inns wiſhed to impede 
his progreſs; they therefore ſeparated i in the 
courts of the Louvre, and Clement hurried 


forward to the Rue, des Deux Portes St. 


Sauveur, taking care to obſerve whether his 
friend watched him; bur ſoon found he was 


going quite a contrary road. 


Vaſtly pleaſed to find himſelf once more at 


liberty, his conſtant reflections upon his con- 


tinued imprudence recurred to him more for- 
cibly than ever, and, for the ninety-ninth 
time he determined to quit the Baroneſs with- 
out declaring the reaſons. that had prompted. 
him to enter her ſervice, He would tell her, 
upon his return, that he had accidentally met 
with his former maſter, who had ſo ſtrenu- 
ouſly inſiſted upon his once more entering 
his ſervice, that he had been forced to agree 


to his propoſals. 


. . he arrived at * hotel; 


but before he reached the aloon, had reflected 
that 


hs 


that he. could not leave her at a moment's 


warning; no, he muſt only tell her he had 


met a friend, aſk her permiſſion to ſpend 
the day with him, and poſtpone his other 


declaration till evening, and then give her 
ſome time to provide herſelf. In purſuit of 


this plan, he requeſted her leave to ſpend a 
few hours with a friend, whom he had acci- 
dentally met with, and who was upon the 


| point of leaving Paris. 


<« Certainly,“ wk the reply.—“ I had 


thought of going to Vencennes this afternoon; 


inſtead of which, I will go to one of the 
theatres. You will be at home, 1 preſume, 


by the time [ return: * 


The e with which ſhe granted 
his requeſt, though ſhe evidently had pro- 


poſed . going into the country, but gave up 
the 1dea rather than diſappoint her much 


favoured courier, made ſuch an im- 
preſſion upon Clement's mind, that he 
haſtily retired, aſter returning her thanks, 
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and promiſing not to make it late, fearful her 


encouraging ſmiles ſhould tempt him to fall 


at her feet, and expoſe his ſlender pretenſions 


and himſelf to her contempt. 


As he generally dreſſec as much of an af. 
ternoon as he did for this viſit, having made 


ſeveral purchaſes of clothes at Paris, the ſer- 

vants made no remarks upon his appeatance ; 
and at the appointed time he reached the 
Baronet's, who introduced him to two other 
young gentlemen upon their travels, whom he 


had never ſeen before — men of the firſt rank 
and faſnion. An Earl, whom he had become 


intimate with at Gene va, completed the party, 


and expreſſed his ſatisfaction at thus unex- 
pectedly renewing his acquaintance with Mr. 


Davenport. They ſoon proceeded to St. 


Cloud, where it was expected. all. the fine 


folks would aſſemble in the evening, to ſee 
the fountains play, &c. ; they therefore took 
poſſeſſion of a very commodious room at the 


Suiſſes's, from the | windows of which they 
could have a very goon view of the gay 


throng 
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throng which was expected, while they en- 
joyed themſelves over the bottle. An excel 
lent dinner exhilarated their ſpirits, and re- 
peared bumpers of ſparkling Champagne had 
raiſed them quite in alto by the time the gar- 
dens began to be crowded, Juſt as the fun 
was going down, they allied forth, Clement 
having, for the moment, forgot the Hotel de 
Prince Edouard, and all its e but 
as the evening began to cloſe in, he remem- .— 
| bered his promiſe, and was the firſt to pro; 1 J 
| poſe returning to Paris, which his party * 9 
readily agreed to, as they had all engage- = 


a ments foe the evening. A very elegant poſt- 
i coach and four, belonging to the Earl, and a 
. phæton belonging to one of the other gen- 


„ ticmen, had conveyed them to St. Cloud, 
and were in waiting to take them back again. 
As they ſtood in the ranks, they walked to 
them, when, to Clement” s infinite conſterna- 
tion, he perceived the Baroneſs s well- known 
coach at no great diſtance from the Earl's.— 
F ortunately, as he thought, neither the coach- | 
man nor Pariſien were with it. 


8 ELLESMERE. 5 CE 


Intent only upon concealing himſelf, he 
ſtepped the firſt into his Lordſhip's equipage 


wondering how his miſtreſs came chars: L 


merely attended by her laquais, and con- 
ſoling himſelf with having, as he hoped, 


eſcaped unobſerved. One «af the other gen- 


tlemen and the Earl ſeated themſelves, and 


away they drove, followed by the Phæton, 


and ſeveral outriders. ; 


The Baroneſs had obſerved Clement walk 
down the ſtreet, and thought ſhe had never 


ſeen him look fo well. 
given a tolerable bribe to any perſon who 


could have informed her where he was-going, 
and whom to ſee, as this might have led to a 
diſcovery of himſelf; but ſhe knew of no- 


one to whom ſhe choſe to entruſt ſo important 
More reſtleſs than ſhe had 


a commiſſion. 


ever before felt herſelf, ſhe altered her i inten- 
tion of going to the play. The weather, ſhe 
faid, was too warm; and Pariſien was aſked, 


at dinner, whether there would be much com- 
muy upon the > Boulevards? * _ 


She would have 
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cc All the bean monde would be at St. 


Cloud,” he told her, expatiating very 


warmly upon the beauties of the place, and 


the various fights it would afford: There 


would be a fair in the Grand Walk, and all 
the jets d'eaus would play, with various 


e. cereras too num erous we mention. 


Owing to the ee of Mademoiſelle 


Deneſir, thither they drove ſoon after din- 


ner, and had ſearcely entered the gardens, 


before, ftanding ſideways near a large win 
dow, the Baroneſs recognized her courier. 
Hitherto ſhe had confined her ſuſpicions, re- 
ſpecting his rank in life, within her own | 
boſom; but ſhe now; a after pointing him out 


to her friend, confeſſed the romantic ideas 


he had ſo long cheriſhed, and acknowledged 
the ae ſhe FRO to Ks his NR ron 


The prime n iof all Mademoiſelle 
Denefir's actions was ſelf-intereſt; ſhe there- 
fore judged Clement by the fande ſtandard. 
AE. was, as the: 3, ronefs-ſuppoſed, 


— 


mY 


17 ELLESMERE.” 


in diſguiſe, that lady” s fortune was a tempt- 


ing. prize, and he might have adopted this the 
f do 
plan to lead her at leaſt into imprudences | 
which would pu her ner in his | 8⁰ 
Power. L | 
ile the 'Boranele ee ee ſhe 
While the Baroneſs was expatiating upon 
3 . | . 1 FE. ; u 
the various circumſtances which were to her " c 
2 | Ce ISS os the 
ſuch ccnvincing proofs of his illuſtrious ori- 
gin, ſhe was conſidering whether it would be 2 
„ moſt to her intereſt to aſſiſt or counteract 
1 him in the deſigns ſhe gueſſed he had formed. wy 
Were ſhe to adopt the latter plan, ſhe ſhould ' x : 
have her friend's. inclination to contend with; mey 
. 
for ſhe was not now to be told the Baroneſs p ah: 
had unconſciouſly cheriſhed. a very tender Fi 
ſentiment in favour of her courier from the p 5 
4 
moment he entered her ſervice. She there |; 5 
fore thought it more prudent to flatter her , TY 
er 
folly, and declared, ta reply, that ſhe had, 9990 
e 
long entertained ſimilar ſuſpicions reſpaſting. a P b 
| ers AnX1( 
Clement, and thought the preſent ſeemed a = 
: | ; ou 


moſt favourable moment to diſcover who he 


was: in conſequence, though they mixed in 
| 6 1 the £ 


- 
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the crowd, they contrived to keep the win- | 
dow always in fight; and thus had a very 
good view of all the party in turns. 


« They were certainly men of faſhion,” 
ſhe obſerved ; © ſhe wiſhed they would come 
out, that ſhe might have a better view of 
them.“ | 


Her wiſh was very ſoon gratified, as they 
came out, and joined the motley group, 
«| which effeQually ſcreened the Baroneſs from 4 
| their obſervation. © They were all Engliſh- 
men,” Mademoiſelle Deneſir remarked, *and 
ſome of them titled men, as the had caught 
the found of ny Lord more than once.” Ma- 
dame de Grand-Pre alſo recognized Sir Wil- 
liam Melvin, and repeated to her confidant 
her former converſation with Clement re- > 
ſpecting that gentleman; but ſhe was now 
anxious to ſee them ſet off, preſuming they 
would return to Paris when it grew Qui. 


12 5 „ 
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By the dint of a bribe, they got poſſefl ion 
of an upper window of the houſe (though | 


it was now literally crowded from top to 
bottom), from whence they had a very good 


view of the road where all the carriages ſtood. 


The elegant coach and phæton had caught 
their attention before Clement realized all the 


Baroneſs's moſt ſanguine hopes, by ſtepping 
firſt into the former; and even Mademoiſelle 


Deneſir was ſtaggered at this confirmation of 
her friend's romantic ideas. The Baroneſs's 
mother had always taught her to conſider the 
Britiſh Nobility as far ſuperior to thoſe of 


any other nation ; and to unite her deſtiny, 


therefore, to a Britiſh Peer, had long been 
one of her moſt ardeat wiſhes, That Clement 
was one of theſe envied mortals, and that 
he meant to make her an offer of his hand, 
ſhe would have conſidered it facrilege to 
doubt; ; for his getting firſt into the cars 
riage was more than preſumptive proaf: he 
was the greateſt man of the Paths. 


— ry 


5 Her 
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Her curioſuy beingthus perfectly and — | 
pectedly gratified, ſhe propoſed returning 


home the moment the phæton drove off. — 


Pariſien, who had been regaling h himſelf below ; | 


ſtairs, was therefore ſummoned, and in a few 
minutes they were upon their road. What 


had firſt induced this Nobleman to ſeek her 


ſervice, the Baroncls was anxious to fathom, 


[4 * 


"oF 1 all- „ love) , 1 95 her | 


complaiſan ft friend. 


To. fall in _— 15 Wy have 355 1 — 


and ſhe never recollected having met him 

any where previous to the accident which hac 
befel him when coming to Grand-Pre; ; though 
ſhe refleted he might have met her during her 


airings, yet ſhe work ſo fine a figure 


ſhould have eſcaped: her notice. However, 
convinced he now poſſeſſed every virtue, and 
every requiſite to adorn any ſtation, ſhe ar- 


dently longed for the moment that he would 


put it in her power, by accepting his hand, 


to unite their deſtinies. It then ſtruck her, 
TE though 


2 


if 
| 
'q 
8 
17 
| 
N 
z 
i 
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though a Peer, that he might be poor. She 


hinted it to her friend, who replied that ſhe 
had money enough for both. She agreed. 
But perhaps his parents were, or would be 
averſe to his Fn: a foreigner ? | 


Nair Deneſir N that! he 
appeared to be wholly his own maſter; in 
the Baroneſs's place, ſhe would tell him the 
diſcovery ſhe had made, which muſt bring 
him to an explanation. This idea by ne 
means coincided with that lady's notions, as 
ſuch a ſtep muſt occaſion their immediate ſe- 


paration; no, ſhe would continue (and de- 
ſired her confidant to follow her example) 


to treat him as before, and to rave! en 


Fang to chance. 


\ 


ment had taken a final leave of his 


finds upon the Place. Louis Quinze, and 
reached home juſt as the coach turned under 


the gate way. Now,” thought he, © I ſhall 
be able to judge whether ſhe ſaw me at St. 
Cloud,” —She was agreeably ſurpriſed when 

1 Ly 


/ 


* = 
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ſhe perceived who opened the door of the | 


carriage, as it was peculiarly flattering to find 


him punctual to his word at ſuch a moment. 
Her hand trembled when ſhe put it upon mp 


arm; but as ſhe addreſſed him with even 


more than her uſual complacency, and told 
him where ſhe had been, at whoſe tecom- 
mendation, and made ſeveral remarks con- 


_cerning what ſhe had ſeen, the fears he had 
entertained ſoon ſubſided. Yet he paſſed- a 
very reſtleſs night; for though almoſt con- 


vinced that he was no longer an object of in- 


difference to his lovely miſtreſs, ſtill he 
thought her pride muſt revolt at the idea of 
giving her hand to the ſpurious offspring of 
a common ſoldier ;—for if he owed his birth 
to any creditable people, he muſt long ſince 

have been claimed ; nay, even had his mo- 
ther been married, his father, or ſome of her 
relations, would have made chemſelves 


known, in hopes of partaking of his bene 
factreſs's bounty: ſtill the ſooner his doom 


was fixed, the better it would be. Suppoſe 
be” declared himſelf, in a letter to the Ba- 


roneſs. 


14 
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= |. rone B. The fear of being Apa made 

BK bim give up the idea; — no, he would leave | 
ber in ignorance of the ſtigma which was at- j 
|* — tachedro his birth, and more eſpecially of his A 


love, if ſhe parted with him without reluc= | | 
tance. His vanity had ſtrangely miſled him. 
She had certainly not ſeen him at St. Cloud c 


any more than his fellow-ſervants ;—ſtill to 
expoſe himſelf to any unforeſeen diſcovery, 
vould be little ſhort of madneſs; and when- 
ever he rode out in future, he muſt have that 
dread upon his mind. An honourable re- 
treat was now in his power, and he ought to 
ſeize the preſent opportunity. Nevertheleſs, 
he could not ſummon courage enough to 
mention his reſolution to his miſtreſs at break- 


faſt. It was poſtponed till evening. 


At dinner ſhe was unuſually impatient, and 
he found Mademoiſelle Deneſir en 
tedious. . 5 we 

The . got quite cold had whey a 
fre below?” with many other attentions "ſq 

flattering 


þ 
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flattering to the deluded Clement, that the 
evening paſſed away without coming to the 
intended explanation. The following day | 


came; other little incidents increaſed his 
hopes, and afforded him freſh excuſes to pro- 


craſtinate, and thus another week flipped 


away ; till the Baroneſs, who, as well as her 


confidant, was far more anxious than himſelf © 
for the intended explanation, determined, by 


Mademoiſelle Deneſir's advice, to mention 


her intention of going to England ;—thither 
he certainly could not attend her; hens 


he muſt neceflarily declare bimelf. 
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-CHAP. XVI. 


ſolution, by way of forwarding their plan, 


Mademoiſelle Deneſir complained of a fore 


throat. 


« Don't think of being ill juſt now,” ſaid 


the Baroneſs, « for I am tired of Paris; large 
towns are not deſirable reſidences 1 in ſummer. 
My mother frequently uſed to extol the 


amuſements of the Engliſh water-drinking 


places; the ſeaſon is particularly propitious 


for viſiting them, therefore, in a few days, I. 
mean to be upon my road to Dieppe ; and, if 
4 ke the place, ſhall make ſome ſtay at 

A 


6 Clement 


N the evening they had formed this re- 


£0] 


1 7 
7 
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Clement was as inſtantly rouſed from his ſtate 
of delirium, and foreſaw it would no longer 
depend upon himſelf to prolong his folly,— 
The farce was drawing to a concluſion, and 
he mult reſolve to part from this faſcinating 
enchantreſs, who noticed his change of coun- 
tenance, and hoped what ſhe had ſaid would 
induce him to declare himſelf. 8 


Conſcious of the dire neceſſity, Clement 
ſpent a ſleepleſs night, forming and rejecting 
various plans, and concluded by reſolving to 
be guided by circumſtances. When the bell 
rang in the morning, he, as uſual, carried in 
breakfaſt. The Baroneſs was alone, and in- 
formed him, with apparent concern, that 
Mademoiſelle Deneſir was very maine 
Clement was lorry to hear i it. | 


* 


= Why, it is particularly unlucky Juſt now,” 
rejoined his miſtreſs. 


* 


He went to fetch the tea- kettle, by way of 


concealing his perturbation, gueſſing ſhe 
A / 1 alluded 
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* 


alluded to their departure, and enlible he : 


muſt now or never decline attending her; 


-- yet fearful, as the moment approached, his re- 


ſolution would fail him. Summoning all his 


fortitude to his aid, he returned with the 
water, and was immediately ordered to pour 
ſome into the tea - pot; inſtead of which, . 


if. 


reed 4 it intothe cream-Jug. 


: The Baroneſs aides laugh, though ſne 
was little leſs agitated than her courier, as the 
moment approached, ſhe thought, that would 


cecide both 8 fates. 


- 


«© What could I be” ehinkine of * ex- 
W the en Clement; Fug but > WA 


ſoon get ſome more.” 
No, ſtop, it is merely clear water; by 


making the tea rather ſtronger, f it will be 


all the ſame.” 
„ ] Won't be two minutes, Madame,” 
taking g up the jug. | 


She ſeized it at the ſame moment—* I 


tell you this-will do very well,” 


He 
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He bowed, and left his hold; and having 
placed every thing before her, quitted the room, 
happy to obtain even this momentary re- 


prie ve; but the bell ſoon ſummoned him 


again into her preſence. As ſhe did not 


immediately ſpeak, he began to put the 


breakfaſt things together. At laſt ſhe ſaid, 

« If Mademoiſelle Deneſir is well enough, I 
ſhall leave Paris in a couple of days, Clement: 
vou will tell the coachman te have every 
thing in readineſs, at all events. e pth 

5 Certainly, Madame; in two days you 
think of ſetting off?” putting the tea things 
together, without looking up. _ : 

« Yes,” ſaid the Baroneſs, << if Made- 
moiſelle Deneſir is able tc travel. There is 
little worthy of notice between here and 


I Dieppe, I underſtand, though I may ee 


4 ſpend a day at Rouen; and I rather think I 


ſhall leave the horſes on this ſide of the water 


55 they can return home again; and in England 
I ſhall be at no loſs for a travelling carriage.” 
885 No, nor for any thing elſe that money 

can an purchaſe, Madame, 1 am only extremely 


„ 5 I lorry 


[ 


— 
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forry it js not in my power to accompany TY i 

you.“ | | LO P 

. 8 8 ſe 

1 Having made this effort, under pretence of 
putting ſomething into its place, he walked. d: 

to the other end of the room. That he th 
would not attend her thither in his preſent gl 
capacity, ſhe was prepared to expect; but ſe 


did he really mean to leave her without 
coming to any further explanation? She had 


been too precipitate ; hardly knowing what m 
ſhe ſaid— Not accompany me, Clement! dit 
I thought—1 underſtood. ſut 

« You will very eaſily ſupply my place at at m. 


Paris, Madame. — Tour preſent laquais ſeems 
to poſſeſs every neceflary requifite, and has 
been much more accuſtomed to travel than 
myſelf; or, if you prefer an Engliſhman, 1 
will provide you with one pay” recom- 

mended before evening.” 
Very poſſibly,” anſwered: the Giſap- 


pointed Baroneſs ; © but I have ſuch a diſ-= to 
like to new faces, and had made myſelf ſo KF coi 
| ſure of your attendance, that J rather think! is: 


: | os: | 
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ſhall return home again. Your friends, I ſup- 
poſe, are av erſe to your retaining ou _ | 
ſent ſituation?” | 

My only fiend: cenfalny would be, Ma- 
dame, were he acquainted with it ;—ſenſible, 
therefore, of the imprudence I have been 
guilty of, reaſons, which merely concern my 
ſelf, OY to quit your ſervice,” 


Her agitation and curioſity ſcarcely per- 
mitted her to breathe ; ſtill ſhe was ſeriouſly | 
diſpleaſed to find the man, who had made- 
ſuch an impreſſion upon her heart, ſhould 
mean to leave her without giving her ſome 
ſatisfactory reaſons for ſuch conduct, which, 
if he ſuppoſed ſhe ſtill conſidered him in the 
light of a ſervant, muſt ſtrike her as very 
ſtrange. With no ſmall degree of heſitation, 
ſhe ventured to expreſs her ſurpriſe, 


ce ] am conſcious, Madame, I never ought 
to have entered your ſervice; but repentance 
comes too late; the beſt thing I can now do 

is to leave Paris within the hour.“ 
« Pride 
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Pride prevents him from diſcovering 
himſelf, thought ſhe. He means to leave 
me in my error; — well, let him go; and may 
he ſtill more ſeverely repent having made 
love ſubſervient to ambition! - Aſſuming, 
therefore, as ſhe hoped, an air of calm dig- 
nity, © Your diſcourſe is too enigmatical, 


young man, for my comprehenſion. All 1 
underſtand is, that you wiſh to leave my ſer- 


vice—your reaſons can't concern me. Reach ; 
me thar box, pointing to one in which ſhe 


* her money and Jewels. 


Clement, as ſhe juſtly it, Aid 6 
between pride, which led him to fear ſhe 
would deſpiſe him were he to declare him- 4 
ſelf, —and love, which prompted him to fall 

at her feet, and diſcloſe his paſſion, trembled 


ſo much, that he, with difficulty, obeyed.— 


Preſuming ſhe was going to ſettle with him, 


he determined not to take any money ;— 


therefore ſeizing hold of the tea things, he ; 
was ruſhing out of the room, reſolving to 
leave the hotel directly; but upon turning his 


head, 


I: 


N 


— 
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head, juſt as he reached the door, to take a 
laſt lingering look, he met the eyes of the 


beautiful Baroneſs, and was deſired to return, 


Hardly knowing what he did, he nad 
e n r. 5 

« Where were you going?“ ' ſhe ene 
in a remulous accent, preſenting him 4pucys 


| No nager upon his guard, he caught her 
hand, and carried it to his lips, falling upon 
his knees, almoſt at the fame moment, to im- 
plore her forgiveneſs; and fixing his eyes 
upon her expreſſive countenance, which indi- 
cated the perturbation of her mind, the hand 


he continued to hold, trembled. The words K 


« Fare ye well!” lingered upon her lips, and 
a burſt of tears relieved her throbbing heart. 


Convinced, beyond a doubt, that he was be-. 


loved, the tranſported Clement preſſed her 
to his boſom, murmuring, I muſt leave 
you before my reaſon quite forſakes me! 

Jou amaze me! You delight me was 


uppermoſt, but ſhe ſuppreſſed the word, and 
| requeſted. 
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requeſted him very earneſtly to riſe, while 
her countenance. forbade his giving way 0 
5 gepalr. N 


With NE" a 150 ſincerity, he now 
related his * plain unvarniſhed tale,” expatiat- 


ing „with equal warmth and gratitude, upon 


the 0 obligations Mrs. Davenport 


had conferred upon him, though he ſuppreſſed 
her having made him her heir; wiſhing her 5 
to ſuppoſe his fortunes as humble as his birth; 


therefore concluded by declaring that he 
dared not preſs her to accept the hand of A 
man ſo much her inferior in 3 1 


* . 7 . 
1 \4 { # 
»* #8 # 3% 2 * # 


Fd 


This caireiakinent certainly did not an- 


ſwer her expectations, having been a Britiſh 
Counteſs in imagination for ſome time; ſtill, 


as Clement once hoped, love, that univerſal 
leveller, pleaded fo ſtrongly in his favour, 
for the firſt time in her life, ſhe began to 


think a coronet was not indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
ſary to her future happineſs. Clements 8 


diſintereſtedneſs alſo had 1 its due weight, 
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his fine figure helped to make the olds pre- 
ponderate in bis favour. Theſe were her re- 
flections while liſtening to his ſtory. To 
deliberate would be ungenerous to the laſt 
degree: Clement * Davenport, ſhe ſaw, had 
pride; and ſhould he ſuſpect that ſhe heſitated, 
would inſtantly withdraw his ſuit; — ſhe there- 
fore, with a very g good grace, laughed at what 
ſne termed his humility, and preſenting him 
her hand, told him that he een ann 
BE: te 5 5 
Cn 8 dee handing perfelity 
reconciled her to his want of birth and for- 
tune, and he left the ſaloon the happieſt of 
men; while the Baroneſs went to commu- 
nicate what had paſſed between them, and 
her reſolution in conſequence, to the ſuppoſed 
invalid, who had feigned ſickneſs to afford 
Clement an opportunity of laying an Earldom 
at the feet of the fair enthuſiaſt. It was there- 
fore rather mortifying to acknowledge ſhe 
had long parted with her heart, and meant to 
en of her liberty in favour of a man of 
= obſcure, 
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5 an if not diſhonourable, birth and: . 

pendant: fortune. She dwelt ſo forcibly upon 
his refined manners, elegant perſon, and 
amiable qualities, that Made moiſeclle Deneſir 
eaſily perceived ambition was warring againſt 


love in her mind; ſhe therefore inſtantly de- 
cided to promote, by every means in her 


power, this (as ſhe juſtly. deemed it) impru- 
dent connexion, which ſhe ſoreſaw would 


place the Barone ſo wholly in her power, 


except that lady, riſing ſuperior to narrow 


prejudice, ſhould make no ſecret of Clement's 


deficiencies 3 in Ig of birch {84 fortune:) 


To Gnu os FP ſhe thoughy.h it 
done, to flatter. her prevailing. foible ;— 
therefore, when ſhe extolled her lover's fince- 
rity in having dared to riſk her favour, rather 
than palliate the humiliating circumſtances to 


which he owed his late benetactreſs's favour, 
ſhe ſaid, with an expreſſive ſmile, I am not 
inclined to put ſuch implicit, faith i in his fin- 


cerity, Baroneſs.” 
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« To what then can n you! place his late 
confeſſion pt Ee 
« Toa romantic wiſh to prove the na 


of your love, my amiable friend. His man- 


ners, aceompliſhments, appearance, and con- 
nexions, all militate againſt his ſtory. Have 
you ſo ſoon forgot the adventure at St. 
Cloud? Conſider the company he was then in, 
the equipage which conveyed him from thence, 
and reconcile all theſe circumſtances ro the 


pretty fiction he has amuſed you with. His 


Mrs. Davenport is a very well-drawn cha- 
racter, rather too good for this world ;—he 
ſhould have kept probability more in view; 


for let her have been ever ſo charitably in- 


clined, F much doubt whether ſhe would have 


beſtowed ſuch an education upon the off-⸗ 


ſpring of a beggar. Beſides, if ſhe did not 
leave him a Corals, and I think he did not 


mention that in his improbable tale, upon 


what does he ſupport the appearance he 


maintains? Not upon his Wages : take my | 


word for it, he is a Peer at laſt, Were ] in 


your place, I would give into his fancy ;—let 


him 
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him ſuppoſe you his dupe; ; and when he diſ. 
covers the mighty ſecret, affect great ſur- 


priſe. He wiſhed to owe your hand to love; 


condeſcend to flatter the handſome fellow” 8 
vanity ;—that he adores you, is moſt evident; 


and as he might, without incurring the charge 


of duplicity, have concealed the lowneſs of - 
his extraction, I am convinced the acknow- 
ledgment was a mere ſubterfuge, and I muſt 
ſay he has managed the buſineſs with infinite 


. | 


Ki The Baroneſs was deluded by theſe ſpe⸗ 


cious arguments, and Clement was again 129 
Lord, and a thouſand times more 2miable 
than ever, She would diſpoſe of all her Swiſs 


landed property immediately: for, after all, 


if he ſhould not be a man of family, ſhe ſhould 
prefer reſiding in England. 


N cc Why, if I muſt allo affect to credit what 


you have been hſtening to, Baroneſs, I ſhould 


adviſe the purchaſing a ſeat in'F rance, which | 


would confer Nobility even upon Clement 
Fe TY 7 


2 „ 


7 EN. ce . ts HON 


ELLESMERE ' 191 


Davenport; and thus it would only be gene- 
rally known in Switzerland that you had mar- 


ried the Marquis, Count, or Baron of ——. I 


dare fay he will preis for an immediate union; 
and as I can't ſee how you can retain your 
lover in his preſent humble ſtation, why I 
think the ſooner the knot is tied, the better ; 
and take my word for it, Der OO his 
confeſſion, he turns out to be a great man; — 
a concluſion the Baroneſs was but too ready 
to believe. Meanwhile, Clement foreſaw. 
that, bleſſed with ſuch 2 wife, he ſhould be 
the happieſt of men to make her all the 
amends in his power for the diſparity of their | 


| fortunes, he determined to reſide wherever he 


choſe, and to ſettle every ſhilling of her own 
upon her and her heirs, as ſoon as he became of 


age; as he was more anxious than ever to con- 


vince her that love alone had prompted him 
to aſpire to her hand, and hoped to occaſion 
her an agreeable ſurpriſe when ſhe viſited 
England, and found him maſter of Fairfield, 
e he flattered himſelf they ſhould ſpend. 
oak en happy hours. Rn gs 
= 


— 
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In the evening Mademoiſelle Deneſir re- 
| bed early; to afford the lovers a tete-d-tete, 


having admoniſhed her friend not to give 


his Lordſtip room to think ſhe doubted his 


1225 


The Baroneſs was not implicitly guided by 


her advice, as ſhe even mentioned having 
ſeen him at St. Cloud. Clement very truly 


accounted for the circumſtance. © Mrs, Da- 


venport's generoſity had led him to form ac- 
- quaintances of very ſuperior rank to himſelf,” 


mentioning his accidental meeting with the 
Baronet, and his being forced, in a manner, 
to accept his i invitation, to get rid of him. W 
Well, but how came 55 to ger into an 
Earl's carriage firſt" — 


Clement as truly accounted for this ſole- 
eilm in politeneſs, rather aſtoniſhed at the 
numerous queſtions of his fair enſſayer. But 


did ever a young man of twenty perceive any 


| i in an adored TO e * a thing 
been 
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been in nature, he poſſibly might have diſ- 
covered that even love could hardly palliate . 
his low origin in the Baroneſs's eyes. That it 
ſhould ever remain a profound ſecret,” was 
now her only care; for even romance was 
forced to ſurrender to the conviction of rea- 


ſon, and, ſpite of her friend's arguments, ſne 


could no e doubt bis 2 ſucerich. 


She next mentioned heb intention of part- 


ing with her Swiſs eſtates ; to facilitate the 
diſpoſal of which, though ſhe was by no 
means averſe to an immediate union, ſhe 
wiſhed their marriage to remain a ſecret till 
they were fold. The enamoured youth in- 


ſtantly acceded to her requeſt, conſcious it 


would not redound to Madame de Grand-. 
Pre's honour, were it to be known in Swit- 


zerland ſhe had married her courier. So 
long as ſhe did not wiſh to poſtpone the cere- 
mony, he was amenable to all her defires ; it 
was therefore agreed they ſhould be married; 


with all due regard to privacy, in the courſe of 


a few —_ - 
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| Mademoiſelle Deneſir and . muſt 
neceſſarily be in the ſecret: the latter ſnould be 
told Clement was a man of family in Eng- 
land, who had fallen in love with the Ba- 
roneſs, &c. Davenport made no objections, 
though he did not think it abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary to enter into ſuch minute details to the 


maid. 


It was next decided that the Baroneſs ſhould 
ſend all her own horſes, and two Swiſs men- 
ſervarits, home, as it would be far more 
agreeable to proſecute their travels poſt; but 


as ſhe was averſe to viſiting England till ſhe 
had converted her land into ready money, 
they agreed to ſpend the winter in Italy, 


which would afford her ſteward time to put 
matters in train for the intended fale, which 
ſhe would return home to conclude, while 
Clement procured them another habitation, 
either in France or England. They were to 
travel as Mr. and Mrs. Davenport; yet ſhe 
meant her ſteward's and Banker's letters to 
be addreſſed to Madame de Grand-Pre ;— i= 
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their party, and they ſhould ſee no company, 
ſhe might be ſuppoſed to be that lady, as ſne 

would inform her ſteward that ſhe had joined 
an Engliſh party who were going the tour ſhe 
had fixed upon. All they had to guard 
againſt, was being either of them known ;— 
and as they could eaſily learn the names of 
the Engliſh or Swiſs of any note who reſided 
in Italy, they muſt. take their meaſures ac- 

. 1 „„ 


Every 1 we ads met with: . 
ment's approbation, who reſolved to write to 
his Genevian hoſt to diſcharge his apartment 
and valet, upon whom he meant to beſtow 
that part of his wardrobe which he had left 
behind him; and as he found his wife took it 
for granted he was as much a dependant upon 
Dr. Lewis as he had been upon the late Mrs. 
Davenport, he reſolved to leave her in her 
error till ſhe had ſeen Fairfield, which he 
determined greatly to embelliſh previous to 
that event, with the money he N ry 
to ſpare out of his income. 


K 2 
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Mademoiſelle Deneſir {till maintained her i 
firſt opinion; and if ſhe did ſeem to waver in 


deference to the Baroneſs's judgment, ſhe pro- 


teſted Davenport was ſo elegant and ſo hand- 
ſome, that he would eclipſe every beau at Ver- 
ſailles, ſhould Madame de Grand-Pré purchaſe 
a ſeat in France; and treated him with a degree 


of reſpect from the moment ſhe was ac- 


quainted with the Baroneſs's determination, 


particularly flattering to. her friend. The 


coachman and groon were ſent home the day 8 
before the wedding, neither of them ſorry 


their travels were 0 to a concluſion.— 
An Engliſh clergyman joined the hands of; 
the happy couple, who left Parisimmediately 
after the ceremony—the Baroneſs, Made - 
moiſelle Deneſir, and Jeannette in the coach, 

the happy Clement, mounted upon a poſt- 


horſe, attending them as their courier. They 


had once been inclined to put Pariſien into 
their ſecret, and retain him to ſupply the bride- 
groom's place, who got into the carriage at 


| \ 1 | — 5 
the end of the ſecond ſtage, engaging a 


poſtillion in his ſtead; but the laquais had ſo 


often commented upon the freedom with | 


which 
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which his miſtreſs treated Clement, and been 
ſo ſarcaſtic i in his remarks, that they did not 
2 to continue Hans | in their ſuite. ' 


3 


| 
| ? FE TT. / 
CHAP. XVII. OE 
Tun happy couple bent their ſteps to- 
wards Avignon, where they made a ſhort 
| ſtay, and provided themſelves with one man- 
ſervant, not chuſing, as their greateſt object 
was privacy, to increaſe their ſuite till they 
acknowledged their marriage. 


| Having ſcen every thing wortloglh notice in 
the French Papal dominions, they proceeded 
to Nice, where they embarked on board a 
Fellucca for Genoa, meaning to fix their abode 
upon the banks of the Arno, in the vicinity 
of Florence, and ſoon thought themſelves as 
completely happy as mortals can be in this 
vale of miſery. The Baroneſs forgot her 

huſband” 8 extraction in the contemplation of 
K 3 b 
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* "his many amiable qualities; and his Wan 
for the facrifice ſhe had made at the ſhrine of 5 


love was as unbounded as his affection. 


© Mademoiſelle Deneſir, who had not abſo- 


ac intended to promote their happineſs | 


when ſhe adviſed the Baroneſs to marry Da- 
venport, grew envious of their conjugal feli- 


city, and began to preſume very much upon 


the mighty ſecret ſhe had been entruſted 
with, and frequently gave her opinion with a 


degree of freedom the Baroneſs could but ill 
brook, conſidering her former ſubmiſſion ; — 


but the artful confidant knew how much ſhe 
dteaded her imprudent choice coming to 


the knowledge of her father's friends, and 


not unfrequently in their rete- d- tetes, la- 
mented the infatuation which had led the 
heireſs of the Houſe of Grand-Prẽ to give 
her hand to a baſe - born adventurer ; for ſhe 
no longer affected to believe Clement a pa- 
trician. She had been moſt egregiouſſy de- 


ceived in her- former conjectures; indeed, 


had ſhe ſeen the young man in the character 


of 3 
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of a gentleman before his marriage, he. 
| ſhould not have been lo ſtrangely miſtaken,” 5 


Madame de Grund- Prß, Pen pro- "II 


voked beyond endurance, retorted at ſuch 
times ſo ſharply, that ſhe. was forced tio 


_ qualify her terms, leſt, that lady ſhould acs - 


knowledge her marriage purpoſely to get 
rid of her intereſted confidant. As for Cle- 


ment, he n merely laughed at her continual at- 
tempts to lower him in the eyes of his wife, 


and frequently gently remonſtrated with the 


latter for allowing her ill-natured farcaſms to 


affect her temper, ſenſible it would be impru- 


dent to quarrel with her till the Baroneſs, who 
was now often indiſpoſed, had completed the 
ale of her eſtates. Beſides, he thought ſne 
would be a neceſſary evil during his wife's 

confinement ; and as that lady continued 5 
upon concealing her marriage, and diſpoſing 
of her landed property, he the leſs wondered 


at her confidant's behaviour, who ſeemed to 


think ſhe had them both completely in her 
power, which afforded her a ſort of malignant 
triumph, and made her ample amends for 
TR her 


. 


\ 
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her former mortifications, which ſhe now re- 
torted with intereſtupon Davenport whenever 


ſhe found an- n 


4 


q He d to correſpond with Dr. 
Lewis, though he had not informed that gen- 


tleman of his marriage, who ſaw nothing ex- 


traordinary in the long ſtay he ſeemed in- 


clined to make at Florence, knowing the 
amuſements that city afforded cravellers of 
every denomination, | 


As theſe letters muſt have informed his 


wife he was maſter of a very elegant villa, 


which was undergoing various improvements 
upon her account, he never ſhewed them to 
her, though he was ſometimes tempted to 


requeſt ſhe would remove thither, to free 
herſelf at once from the impertinence of her 
preſuming confidant, who never failed to ex- 
patiate, when alone with the Baroneſs, 


upon the, myſtery he made of his Engliſh 


letters: a man of honour (but when was 


that quality found in plebeians ?) never had 


any * that he dared not truſt to a beloved 
wike. | 


dit 
nel 


wife. If the — Glenced er l in a pe- _— 
remptory manner, ſhe attributed her ae 4B 
to exceſs of attachment, and- behaved with. 
ſuch humility and contrition, that ſhe ſoon. 
obtained her pardon, and as conſtantly re- 
peated her offence, invidiouſly undermining. 
the happineſs ,of her friend by reflections: 
upon the paſt, and anticipations of future = 


enki: iq} 


« Davenport was upon his good behaviour 
now; but let him once have poſſeſſion of her , 
fortune, and ſhe would diſcover what hal _ 
been the god of his idolatry : : all that re- 
mained for her to do was, to place the beſt 
part of it in the hands of a tried friend; thus 
ſhe would always have a reſource.” Her 
prognoſtics ſometimes affected the credulous 
Baroneſs ; but a ſhort rete-d-tete with her 
huſband ever reſtored her to her wonted 
cheerfulneſs. 


Unconſcious of the real malignity of her 
diſpoſition, he conſidered Mademoiſelle De- 


neſir with contempt inſtead of dread; and, by 
K 5 5 perſevering | 
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_ ample fortune he poſſeſſed, furuiſhed a never- 
failing fund for her miſchievous opening 


The Baroneſs, by way of regaining the 5 
conſequence ſhe had loſt, propoſed, as has 
been before mentioned, by the advice of her 
ſubtle confidant, as ſoon as ſhe had diſpoſed 


of her Swiſs eſtates, to make a purchaſe in 


France, which would ennoble her beloved 


Clement; but this was a plan that by no 


means met his approbation, as he very - 
juſtly alledged ſuch titles conferred ridicule 


inſtead of honour, upon the purchaſer. and, 


in his opinion, an eſtate in England would be 
far preferable. She would be a Baroneſs in 

any country, if ſuch an addition to her name 

could increaſe her felicity; and he would 


rather be an Engliſh Commoner than a 
French Duke by purchaſe ; otherwiſe no one 


reſpected the real ancient Nobility of every 


* more than himſelf. 


Mademoiſelle Deneſir openly eſpouſed the | 
Baroneſs' s fide of the queſtion, « Herwill, in 
the 
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he preſent eaſe, ought to be law; her mar- 
riage made it neceſſary ſhe ſhould part with _ 
her hereditary family ſeat, and ſhe alone 
ought to decide where ſhe Choſe to fix her 7% 


future rehdence.” 


| « It erieves me much, af retorted Daven- 
port, with a ſmile, — ow who 1 os well, 
ſhould ever ſpeak i in vain,” 


\ 


The Barowifh laughed out, 4 ſaid ſhe 


would viſit England before ſhe came to any 
deciſion. This was all that her huſband 
wiſhed, who had too much good ſenſe to feel 


hurt at the air of ſuperiority ſhe ſometimes | 


aſſumed, particularly after” a private con- 
ference with Mademoiſelle Deneſir. 


At the expiration of ten months ſhe laid in 


of a daughter—an event that increaſed the 
mutual love of both huſband and wife. It 


had been long decided they ſhould leave 
Florence as ſoon as the young traveller, who 
had been for ſome time expected, ſhould be 

thought able to bear the fatigue of a journey, 


and as ſhe was not to be ſeen at Grand-Pre,. | 
; . = = _ 
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| ſhe was to remain with her father nad : 
Jeannette at Chamberry, while the Baroneſs 
and Mademoiſelle Deneſir purſued their route : 
into Switzerland, where the former ſuppoſed 55 
ſhe ſhould be obliged to ſpend fix weeks or a 
couple of months. They were then all to 
meet again at Lyons, and proceed together 
to England. To Davenport's great aſto- 
niſhment, this plan met their confidant's ap- 
probation, and he determined, once arrived - 
- at Fairfield, he would ſoon put it out of | 
her power to diſturb his domeſtic tranquillity ; 
certain his wife would even leave her in 
Switzerland, if he expreſſed ſuch a wiſh ;— 
but he rather enjoyed the thoughts of con- 
vincing her he was not the abſolute depend- 
ant upon his wife ſhe ſuppoſed him to be.—\ 
The young Maria being turned of four \ 
months, and pronounced ſtrong enough to | 
undertake the journey by Jeannette, who was 
become her nurſe, they had agreed to ſet out 
for Turin in the courſe of a week, when Da- 
venport received a letter from Dr. Lewis, il a 
requeſting his immediate return to Eng= ld 9 
land, upon buſineſs of rather an im- t 
0 portant 


* / 
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I Pere nature he did not think it pru- 
dent to be more explicit, yet requeſted he 
would not endanger his health by a too haſty 
journey, as a ſhort delay would not be of any 
material conſequence. Clement was aſto- 
niſned beyond meaſure. What could this 
mean, and why was the Doctor ſo reſerved? 
he certainly had no good news to commu- 


nicate. Some one had perhaps appeared to 


claim Mrs. Davenport's fortune. Surely no 


one had appeared to claim him! Well, he 


could not ſink lower in point of birth than he 
had ever ſtood in his own eſtimation; but His 
firſt conjecture was far more probable than 
his laſt. How fortunate it was, therefore, he 
had never mentioned Fairfield to his wife! 


and ſhould his ſuſpicions be realized, he 


would become a French Marquis, if. ſhe 


choſe ; and ſurely he ought not to murmur 


while he poſſeſſed ſuch a treaſure. 


At that moment the Baroneſs joined him ; 


and, perceiving his agitation, eagerly en- 


quired what had diſturbed him. He ſtill held 
tae letter in his hand, to the receipt of which 
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he placed the emotion his countenance diſ- 


played, without offering to ſhew it her. 


Mademoiſelle Deneſir had followed her into 
the room, and preſumed, with a ſneer, that 
he was fearful of affecting his wife, fince he 


choſe to be ſo myſterious. 


= © Nothing very diſagreeable has occur- 


| red, I hope? aſked the now curious Ba- 


roneſs. 


Unvilling to keep her m ſuſpenſe, he in- 


ſtantly gave her the letter to read, as it merely 


contained the laconic requeſt which had ſo 


much ſurpriſed him. 


n 


Tou gueſs, I preſume, Davenport, to 


what this haſty ſummons is owing, though 


your friend is ſo conciſe? 


« Upon my word I do not, though 1 


mean to obey it, as it will make no material 
alteration in our plans. I ſhall only proceed 


to England inſtead of remaining at Cham- . 
bee while you go into Switzerland; and 1 


will - 


tl 


-. 
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wil equally give you the meeting at Lyons 
therefore, . we ſet off to-morrow.” „ 


The Baroneſs readily aaron and ens | | 
the confidant made no objections; on the, WK 
contrary obſerved, that it was rather a for- = 
tunate circumſtance this ſummons for Mr. 
Davenport did not arrive ſooner. 


The Glowing — they left Florence, 
cad reached Chamberry without any acci- 
dent occurring to retard their] journey there 
Clement duk leave of his wife; they parted 
with mutual regret, but each anticipated the 
pleaſure of their next meeting. The Ba- 
roneſs would have forced ee money upon 
her huſband at parting, but he abſolutely te- 
fuſed to take any, aſſuring her he was in no 
need of any pecuniary ſupplies. Indeed he 
had been particularly delicate upon this ar- 
ticle ever ſince his marriage, and had long 
ſince determined to confine his own expences 
to his own income, ever fearful ſhe ſhould 
ſuppoſe he ſought to gain her affections | 
through intereſted motives. 


* of. 
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It had been decided that the money, y, ariſing 
from the intended ſale, ſhould be placed ef 


the Engliſh funds till they fixed upon their 


future reſidence ; and Clement, at parting, 
renewed his promiſe of ſettling it all upon his 
wife and her heirs, upon her faying ſne 
hoped her whole fortune would be in England 


in the courſe of the enſuing three months; — 


ſhe only meant to ſpend one day at Cham- 
berry, to ſettle Jeannette and her daughter; 
and he might depend. upon her being as ex- 


peditious as poſſible, confidering the mo- 


mentous concerns which rd her into 
"Switzerland, as ſhe ſhould be all impatience 


to be upon the road to Lyons. 


1 Thus, after repeated adieus, and mutual 
promiſes to write often, they parted, and 


Clement purſued his journey to Calais, at- 


tended by their man- ſcrvant, whom he was 
to diſcharge there; while the Baroneſs, hav- 


ing placed Jeannette and her daughter in a 
private lodging, and provided for. their pre- 


ſent Wants, ug out for Switzerland, having” 
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end with her confidant to tell bs houſe- 
hold that her courier and Jeannette had made 
a match, which had induced her to return 


thus unattended. 


CHAP; XVII. 


Davenrorr,. naturally very impa- 
tient, travelled with all imaginable fpeed 


through France ; and, after a very ſhort paſ- 
ſage, et off with the ſame expedition for 
London, where he merely ſtopped to change 


horſes before he proceeded to Fairfield. | 
When he came in ſight of the houſe, his heart 


ſunk within him upon perceiving the front 
windows were all ſhut up. 


c Tis as ſuſpected,“ thought he 


ſomebody has claimed Mrs. Daven- 
ports 
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port's fortune, and have begun · by taking 
poſſeſſion of this beloved retreat, where 1 


vainly hoped to ſpend ſo 1 happy _ 
with my Maria.” 


As the chaiſe advanced, he caught a full 


view of the windows of the apartment which 


Dr. Lewis had occupied from the firſt mo- 
ment of his reſidence there. The ſhutters 


were not quite cloſed like the reſt, and one 
ſaſn was up a little way to admit the air.— 


This increaſed his anxiety, as he had ever 
been particularly attached to his worthy 


tutor; and if this good man had not been 
forced to remove, as his firſt fears had led 


him to ſurmiſe, he was certainly confined to 


his room, if nothing worſe had befallen him. 


He had the door of the chaiſe ready to jump 


out the moment it ſtopped, and would have 
inſtantaneouſly ruſhed into the houſe, had the 
door given way to his hand; but it was faſ- 
tened within ſide, and his former ſuſpicions 
recurred more forcibly to his agitated mind. 


" 


« | 
* 


Having 


F 
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Having knocked” very hard, he was (not 
gaining inſtant admittance) going to run 
round to another entrance, when he heard 
footſteps advancing acroſs the hall, and, in a 
few ſeconds, the door was ſſowly opened by 
an elderly man- ſervant, who had lived with 
Mrs. Davenport from the time ſhe took 
up her reſidence in Hertfordſhire. William 
had feen the chaiſe advancing, and had gueſſ- 
ed, from his being | expected, whom it con- 
tained; but felt ſuch a repugnance to be the 
herald of bad news, that he had increaſed his. 
maſter's agitation by his unwillingneſs to 
enter upon his afflicting taſk, well knowing 
the fincere and mutual eſteem which had 
long ſubſiſted between Davenport and Dr. 
Lewis i = 


„ For Heaven's fake, William, what is 
the matter ?*” enquired the petrified youth, 
gazing upon the domeſtic's forrowful coun- 
tenance, which, like a title leaf, foretold 

the nature of a tragic volume.“ > 


“Oh, 


Ul 
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« Oh Sir,” was the reply, © would to 


God you had arrived four-and-twenty hours 


ſooner ! However, it is very fortunate—you 


are yet in time bs give every TO 


The truth 3 Aaſhed upon Clement' 8 
bd; and to have found his firſt ſuggeſtions 


realized, would have given him a much leſs 
ſhock than the one he received, when the 


ſervant confirmed his ſuſpicions, by inform- | 


ing him that the worthy Doctor was no 


more. He haſtened into the firſt darkened 
room that preſented itſelf ; and having ſhut 


himſelf in, gave way, for fome time, to the 
overflowing of his grateful heart. We are 


never, perhaps, ſo truly ſenſible of the real 


worth of our- friends, as at the moment. we 
learn we have loſt them for ever; ſo it fared 


with Davenport, who was more than ever 
impreſſed with a deep ſenſe of the numerous 
benefits he had received at the Doctor 8 


hands. 


Having 
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Having rather overcome his firſt emotion | 
he rang the bell, wiſhing to learn the pores: 


culars of the event he ſo much deplored.— 


William ſoon made his appearance ; and, in 


anſwer to his enquiries, informed. him that 


the Doctor had departed this life about eight 


o'clock the preceding evening, having, to 
the laſt moment, expreſſed a moſt anxious 


wiſh to ſee and bleſs his beloved pupil. 


« He has given many things into my charge, 
Sir,” he continued; “ papers which he told 
me were of-*Zreat conſequence ;—ſhall I 
fetch them?“ 

« Not juſt now,” plant the afflicted Cle- 
ment; © I am not ſufficiently compoſed to 


examine them with proper attention. Ho-] 
long had the Doctor been ill, and why was 


not 1 apprized of his dangerous ſituation?“ 

« He was taken very ſuddenly, Sir, about 
five days ago, though he has been very un- 
well for ſome time. I would have ſent for 
you expreſs, as ſoon as I was apprized of his 
danger; but he forbade me, aſſuring me he ex- 


pected you very ſpeedily in conſequence of 


' 
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his laſt letter ; ; and that, at all events, 1 , 
news of his approaching diffolution would 


moſt probably miſs you upon the road, were 
I to write ;—and as I did not know where to 
_ addreſs you, Sir, I was forced to abide by his 


deciſion; and 1 hoped, as he did, you would 
arrive in time, which would have been a 9 


; conſolation to him in his laſt moments.” 


Clement now diſmiſſed che ſervant with 
orders to bring him the papers he mentioned, 


in half an hour, thinking i it might be neceſ- 
ſary to examine them immediately. When 
he was once more leſt alone, he blamed him- 
ſelf very ſeverely for not having left Florence 
the moment he received the letter which 
had brought him to England, and for having 
ſpent near a day and night at Chamberry, as 

theſe delays had prevented him from taking a 
laſt leave of this kind friend. He next re- 


verted to the ſummons which had induced 
him to undertake this journey, and preſumed 
he ſhould find an explanation of this enigma 
among the papers he was going to examine; 
ei N and, 
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and, at the appointed time, William ap- 
peared with tea, lights, and the parcel which 
had been entruſted to his care. : 
Davenport had hitherto forgot he had 
fcarcely allowed himſelf a minute upon the 
road to eat a ſandwich, and ſwallow a glaſs 
of negus. The tea rather revived his ſpirits; 
and as ſoon as he had finiſhed, he broke the 
ſeals of the packet. The firſt thing he opened 
was his friend's will, who he found had ap- 
pointed him his ſole executor, and bequeathed 
him all he had to leave, which, though 
trifling, compared to what he derived from 
Mrs. Davenport s bounty, excited ſcarcely 
leſs gratitude in the boſom of Clement, and 
made him more than ever regret he had not 
reached Fairfeld the day before. 


He next peruſed a letter of ſeveral ſheets, 
addreſſed ro himſelf, which had been written 
at intervals after the worthy Doctor had be- 
come ſenſible of his immediate danger; in 


which he acknowledged he had purpoſely 
: endeavoured, 
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endeavoured, under the pretence of requiring 
his preſence in England upon buſineſs of 
importance, to draw him from Florence, 


where he had learnt, through the means of 
an old friend, and codſtanir correſpondent, 


that he had formed a connection which he was 
afraid would prove as ſubverſive of his morals 
as ruinous to his fortune. 
which he underſtood he lived in ſo gay a 
city, and thefrecent increaſe he was informed 


this foreign lady, whom he permitted to bear 


his name, had made to his family, cauſed 
him ſuch uneaſineſs, that he was deter- 
mined to repreſent the probable conſe- 


quences of ſo imprudent an engagement to 


him, in every way likely to recal him to a 
ſenſe of wlfat he owed himſelf, and more 


particularly the me mory of his deceaſed be- 


nefactreſs, which would be ſeriouſly diſgraced, 


were he. to make an improper uſe of 


that fortune. ſhe had fo generouſly be- 


ftowed upon him, out of which he agreed 


— CL hd 


for the unfortunate infant which was the N 


/ Te | = fruit : 


The privacy in 
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fruit of this private amour ; but if the mo- 
ther was not of that deſcription of females 
which a man of honour might confer his 
name upon without diſgrace, he adjured 
him, in the moſt ſolemn manner, to ſeize the 
preſent opportunity to break off his ac- 
quaintance with her, adviſing him to remove 
the child through the agency of a friend, that 
he might not again expoſe himſelf to the faſ- 
cinating ſmiles of the beautiful fyren his friend 
had deſcribed, = 


How ſeverely did Clement repent having 
concealed his marriage from this worthy man! 
becauſe a circumſtance, that muſt have done s 
him honour, owing to his diſfimulation to- 
wards this beſt of friends, had thus had the 
exact contrary effect. How often had he 
enjoyed the idea of preſenting his lovely 
wife to his kind tutor! and he was not only 
deprived of this pleaſure, but was alſo con- 
vinced the imperfect knowledge he had ob- 
tained of his ſituation had exnbirtered the laſt 
moments of his only remaining friend s life, 

vol. 1. 4 who, 


* 
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who, notwithſtanding what he muſt pn 


proofs of his want of principle, had nominated 


him his heir, in hopes, no doubt, to reclaim 


him from his evil courſes. What a ſatisfac- 
tion it would have afforded him, had he been 
permitted to exculpate himſelf in his bene- 


factor's eyes; yet, in conformity to his ex- 


cellent precepts, he did not venture to mur- 
mur at thoſe diſpenſations it would be im- 
pious to arraign, and conſidered himſelf 


hardly ſufficiently puniſhed for having with- 


drawn his confidence from his venerable mo- 
nitor ; determining, as the only atonement 
now in his power to make for the paſt, to re- 
gulate his future conduct as near as poſſible 
by thoſe rules the Poctor would have been 


| moſt likely to recommend: and every thing 


that remained for him to do, evinced at once 
the liberality of his ſpirit, and the reſpect he 
bore the en. 


he won as the funeral was over, and 
he had executed every wiſh as nearly as 
he could imagine it WOT" that the 


3 Doctor 
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Doctor might have formed, he wrote 
a long letter to his beloved Maria, in- 


forming her he had been recalled on ac- 
count of his only ſurviving friend's illneſs, 
who had unfortunately departed this life for 


a better before he arrived ; expatiating upon 
his impatience to hear ſhe had terminated all 


her buſineſs in Switzerland, and promiſing to. 


ſet out for Lyons as ſoon as he received her 


anſwer, where, from being ſo much nearer; 
Grand-Pre, he ſhould paſs his time more 
pleaſantly than in England, admitting ſhe was 


obliged to prolong her intended ſtay there, — 


This done, he ſet about - completing thoſe - : 


alterations Dr. Lewis had already, by his de- 
ſire, put in train; anticipating, with infinite 


delight, while beautifying his truly elegant | 
villa, the agreeable ſurpriſe he had in ſtore 


for his amiable Baroneſs. 


cz. ena 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Ie he had not been thus fully employed, he 
would probably have thought the time longer 
ere he received antanſwer from his wife; who, 
though ſhe expreſſed herſelf in the kindeſt 
terms, could not, to his infinite regret, fix 
any time for their future meeting, which 
ſhe requeſted might take place at Paris 
inſtead of Lyons, as firſt propoſed, to 
avoid any ſcandalous ſtories which ſuch 
an event, ſo near home, might occaſion, 
She meant to report, nay, had already, that 
ſhe was going to reſide in Germany. Hey 
father had been fo long in the Pruſſian ſer- 
vice, that the ſtory had paſſed current; and 
when ſhe thought fit to declare her having 
married an Engliſhman, which could not be 
5 done 
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done till the fale of her eſtates were com- 
pleted, her friends might ſuppoſe him a Ca- 

tholic Nobleman in the Imperial ſervice, 
which would prevent their conſidering the 
match as either improper, or beneath the 
heireſs of the Baron de Grand-Pre; conclud- 
ing by informing him, that a recent letter 
from Jeannette had brought aſſurances of the 
young Maria's health. 


Clement felt hurt by the boaſt his wife 
ſeemed to make of her ſuperior rank and 
family; but conſoled himſelf with reflecting 
that ir was her only failing, and was at this 
time, he was convinced, particularly en- 
couraged by her humble friend and he had, 
perhaps, helped to promote it, by allowing 
her to ſuppoſe, if he had not married as he 
did, that he muſt have carned his daily bread 
either in her's, or ſome other perſon's ſervice. 


He had certainly acted wrong ; ſtill he could 8 


not relinquiſh the plan he had formed ; no, ſhe 
ſhould remain in ignorance of his circum 
ſtances till the reached Fairfield, when he 

L F— would 
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would put 1 management of every thing 
into her hands, and be wholly guided by her 
wiſhes with reſpect to their mode of living, 
as he ſhould never pretend to controul her in 
the expenditure of her fortune his own in- 
come would be ever far more than ſufficient 
for his private wants, and he was determined, 
if he could not greatly enrich, he would not 
impoveriſh the © heireſs of the * 1 
Grand-Pré.“ 


 Hipving come to this reſolution, he wrote 
her word that he readily ſubſcribed to all 
her arrangements, and ſhould therefore ſet 
out immediately for Paris, and meant to take 
up his abode at the Hotel d'Angleterre, in 
the Rue de Richilieu, where he hoped to 
find a letter, if ſhe could not, as he feared, 
give him the meeting in perſon. He then 
thought it neceſſary (having occaſion to give 
various orders, which ks otherwiſe ap- 
| pear very uſeleſs) to diſcloſe the purport of 
his journey in confidence to William, as he 
wiſhed him to ma ake a proper addition to his 
* | houſehold. 
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| houſehold during his abſence, and to have PE 
every thing renthy: for his wife's reception x 
promiſing to give him timely notice of their 
arrival. This done, having no longer any 8 
thing to detain him at Fairfield, he began his 
journey, merely attended by a ſervant — 
livery, whom he had engaged ſoon after his | 
return into Hertfordſhire ; and reached Paris 
without any thing occurring worthy notice, | 
the firſt week in JO 
A FRG letter from the Denali. which A 
he received a few days after his arrival, put 1 4 
his patience to rather a ſevere trial, as ſhe | 
informed him ſhe was fearful ſhe ſhould not- | 
be able to join him before the latter end of 
the month at ſooneſt, though ſhe ſhould moſt 
probably ſet out before ſhe could receive an 
anſwer to her letter; therefore begged he 
would not hazard one, leſt it fell into other 
hands, and thus prematurely diſcovered their 


. 


connexion. 5 LP. 
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Whatever migat be his wiſhes, Clement 
had now no alternative but to abide by her 
deciſion, nor any reſource to charm his ennui 
except the frequent excurſions he took 1n the 
beautiful environs of this then gay metro- 
polis, though the ſeaſon was not the moſt 
propitious for ſuch jaunts. His evenings he 
ſpent at one or other of the Theatres; and thus 
the time, in his op nion, crept ſlowly on, 
without his either ſee ing or hearing from his 
wife, though he had been a month in Paris, 
and had daily, nay hourly, expected her for 
the laſt week. His valet had, like old Wil- 
liam, been of neceſſity put into his confidence; 
the man therefore caſily gueſſed ſome un- 
foreſeen circumſtance had prevented his miſ- 
treſs from joining them: — his maſter's anx- 
ety was evident; and at the expiration of 
another tedious weck, which brought no 
tidings of his Maria, it became 80 unea- 
ſineſs. 


As no explanatory letter accounted for ſo 


ſtrange a delay, Clement was convinced ſome 


accident mult have befel her, and determined, 
unable 
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unable any longer to bear his preſent anxious 
ſtate of ſuſpenſe, to ſet out in ſearch of her; 
though, from her not having given him her 
route, there was a poſſibility ſhe might be 
coming Ine road, while he cravelled; the 
other, 


This reflection ſo far conquered his impa- : 


tience, that he reſolved to wait the event of 
another week, though every hour ſcemed an 
age. Mademoiſelle Deneſir might have 
wrote, admitting the Baroneſs was unabie ; 
and what but illneſs could occaſion her 


flence and delay? _ | =. | 


Such were his reflections, as he continually 
pace] his ſaloon, liſtening, with trembling 
eagerneſs, for the welcome ſound of his wite's 
travelling equipage; but more than three 
weeks having now elapſed ſince,” according 
to her own appointment, ſhe had taugat him 
to expect her, he ſet out for Lyons in a light 
cabriolet, leaving his valet in poſſeſſion of his 


apartment to receive his miſtreſs, if they 
L 5 ſhould 
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ſhould miſs each other upon the road; and to 

give her a letter, fully explaining the reaſons N 
of his preſent journey. An expreſs was to 
follow him with the welcome news, admitting 

ſhe did arrive during his abſence. Without 

ſcarcely ſtopping for refreſhment, and with- 
out once pulling off his clothes, Clement 
reached Lauſanne ; and though it was near 
midnight, he was ſo impatient and ſo angry, 
that he was half inclined-to —— without 
ſtopping, to Grand-Pre. Dt 


1 atigue, wer, and the lateneſs of the 
hour induced him to ſeek that repoſe he ſo 
| much wanted, and had, for the laſt fortnight, 
courted in vain, giving ſtrict orders to be 
called, ſhould an expreſs from. Paris arrive 
during the night. His reſt was not fo agree- 
ably interrupted, and he awoke between nine 
and ten the next morning, unrefreſhed, and 
as much bewildered as ever in various con- 
jectures. At Grand-Pre he ſhould certainly 
gain ſome intelligence ; thither therefore he 
reſolved to bend his ſte ps, giving orders for 
| ſaddle- 


Va 
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a ſaddle- Norſe while he dreſſed and break 
faſted; and as ſoon as it was ready, without 
once reflecting that his unexpected appear- 
anee might derange the plan his wife had con- 
certed, he ſet out once more for this ancient 
caſtle. Though his feelings were very dif- 
ferent to thoſe he experienced during his firſt | 
journey thither, yet he was very unwilling 
to blame the Baroneſs; ſtill he hardly 
knew how to excuſe her, not having informed 
him why ſhe had been forced to poſtpone | 
her journey ; till he reflected, if ſhe was, or 
had been ill, her friend had perhaps, contrary 
to her wiſhes, nay, even to her orders, pur- 
poſely leſt him in ſo irkſome a ſtate of ſuſ- 
penſe. Should this conſolatory conjecture 
prove true, their next meeting would amply 
repay him for all the bitter moments he had 
paſſed. 


Thus he reaſoned as he proceeded on his 
journey. It was a delightful froſty morning; 
he therefore rode pretty faſt, though the agl- 
tation of his mind would have prevented him 

| 16 from 


: 228 ELLESMERE) 

from feeling cold, had he even been expoſed 
to the rigour of a Ruſſian winter. When 
he drew near the wall which ſurrounded 
the pleaſure grounds, the turn of a corner 
diſcovered to him the exact ſpot where he 
had met with his accident; and the ſubſequent 
ſcenes all paſſed in inſtantaneous review be- 
fore his mind's eye. 


0 Shall 1-meet with the Baroneſs ?” he 
mentally enquired. „* Surely illneſs alone 
muſt have detained her ſo contrary to her firſt 
intentions. Gracious God! if ſhe ſhould be 
no more!“ | 


The horrid idea brought a ſort, of cold 
dew upon his forehead ; he involuntarily. 
ſtopped his horſe at the very ſpot where he 
had before attempted to catch a glance of her 
face. x 


One moment may perhaps remove all 
my anxious doubts and dreadful ſurmiſes,” 
thought he, raiſing himſelf i in his ſtirrups, as 

before, 
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before, to take a view of the lawn; and was 
very near ſpringing upon the wall, and leap- 

ing down on the other ſide, upon perceiving 

an elegant female figure flowly advancing * 
from the ſame ſhrubbery where he had firſt 
ſeen the Baroneſs. Was it his Maria? She 
was careſſing a ſmall white puppy, which ſhe 
put down upon the graſs ; while the anxious 
Clement, holding by the wall to ſupport 
| himſelf (his horſe: being ſmall), was alter- 
nately hoping it was, 56d fearing it was not, 
his wife. The dog ran towards the wall; and 
as his miſtreſs followed him, he ſoon diſtin- 
guiſhed a countenance as handſome, but not 
the one he moſt wiſhed to fee. 


This lady was alſo much younger than the 
Baroneſs ; ſhe might be a viſiter, he thought. 
Her dreſs ſeemed Engliſh. More impa- 
tient than ever, he rode forwards, and into 
the back court. From the profound ſilence 
which reigned in the numerous offices, : 
and on that ſide of the caſtle, he was tempted 
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to believe it was uninhabited. But then 
whence came the lady and her dog ? 


7 
Diſmounting, he advanced towards a door 
which led into the ſervants' hall. II pon knock- 
ing with the handle of his whip, a ſervant out 
of livery, and a total ſtranger, made his ap- 


pearance, and enquired his buſineſs. 


ce] wiſh to ſee the Baroneſs, if ſhe is at 
home, my friend?“ 

The Baroneſs what the Baroneſs de 
Grand-Pre, the late owner of this caſtle Ne 

6 The ſame.“ ä 

« Oh! then you are too late. Let me e ſee, 
ſhe has been gone ſix or ſeven weeks.“ 

« So long: ?” cried the aſtoniſhed Clement. 

« That ſhe- has —Why, we have been 
here a month.“ 

«© Then you are not the only inhabicant of 
the caſtle? a 


e No, certainly; my maſter is an Eng- 
liſhman, and has a daughter.” 


«© Can 
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oe Can I ſee your maſter ?” enquired Da- 
venport, putting a ſix livre piece into the 
man's hand, determined to gain admittance, 
if poſſible. The bribe had its proper weight. 
« vill let my maſter know you are here.“ 
« Do ſo; tell him an intimate friend of 
Madame de Grand-Pre's would eſteem it a 
particular favour if he would allow him to 
make a few enquiries reſpecting chat lady. 
c don't think he knows any more about 
her than 1 do, for the matter of that; but I 
will deliver your metlage : let me put your 
horſe in the ſtable firſt.” 


This being done, Clement followed him 
into the large hall, with which all the beſt 
apartments 8 


Do you ſend in any name?“ 
« Tam quite a ſtranger to your maſter, 
therefore it is of no conſequence ; merely tell 
him, which will be ſhorter, and more to the 
purpoſe, a friend of Madame de Grand-Pre's 


wiſhes to ſee him.“ OR 
441 Wall 
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ce 1. ſhall remember chat better chan your 
other meſſage. Wait here—T won't be long, 
©: Wk went F 7 Ea 
0 Left Grand-Pre theſe ſix, weeks ! LE 
: peated Clement to himſelf; “ ſhe muſt, . 
| that caſe, have ſet out even before ſhe diſ- 
patched the letter I received at Paris. She 
might well defire me not to anſwer 1 it ;—but 

the probably made ſome ſtay at Lauſanne ; 
ſhe 1 did not leave Switzerland at 
that time.“ 


ed in forming endleſs unſatisfactory 
conjectures, he thought the five minutes he 
waited in the well-known hall as many ages. 
„ Who could this Engliſhman be? How 
came he to have taken ſo large a houſe, with 
apparently ſo limited a ſuite of ſervants;“ as 
he hed only ſeen the one who had opened 
the door, and was gone to announce his viſit. 


At laſt the man returned. 


cc My 


. ELLESMERE, | . 55 


« My maſter will be glad to ſee you, Sir; Re 


pleaſe to walk this way.” 
Fray what is his name = aſked Clement. 
« Maynard,” opening the door of the ſame 


$ 


parlour into which Davenport had been car- 


ried the firſt time he was ever Within the 


walls of this ancient manſion. The ſofa upon 


which he had been laid, ſtill ſtood at the upper 
end of the room; and the ſcene fecurred ſo 


forcibly to his memory, that he allowed Mr. 
Maynard, who had roſe to receive him, full 


time to examine the hand ſomeſt ſet of fea- 


tures which had ever fallen under his obſer- 
vation. 

I WE ſtriking graceful elegance of his figure 
was not leſs noticed ; ; an, laſtly, his ref; 
which beſpoke him a countryman, convinced 
the ſtranger he was a man of faſhion. As 


— 


the paſt faded from the memory of Clement, 


he became ſenſible of the abſence of mind he 


betrayed, to which he attributed the earneſt 
gaze of Mr. Maynard, who, at the advanced 
age of ſixty, bore evident marks of having 


been 
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been a very fine figure; and at once apolo- 
gized for his intruſion and late reverie, by 
placing them both very truly to the ſcore of 
the Inte inhabitant of the caſtle. _ 


Mr. ed requeſted him to the a ſeat, 
and difmiſſed the attending ſervant ; then, by 
way of leading to the object of his viſit, ſaid, 
Tou did not know the Baroneſs de Grand- 
Pre had left Switzerland, Sir, I * I under 
ſtood my ſervant?” 

I rather ſuppoſed ſhe had, or was upon 
the point of ſo doing, Sir; but can you # 
direct me where to end her?“ | 15 | 

« ] wiſh it was in my power to oblige you, 
Sir; but I am totally unacquainted with the f 
lady in queſtion. IIl health drove me from b 

I 
\ 


England, and I learned; through the medium 
of my banker at Lauſanne, where I arrived f 
about ſix weeks ago, that this caſtle was to be 1 
let, furniſned as it ſtood. The ſituation 
| pleaſed me ; I therefore immediately hired it 
for three years, and almoſt inſtantly. removed FF \ 
to i. The late owner had left Switzerland 
before 
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before 1 here; I therefore r ne ver had 
the advantage of ſeeing her.“ 


Lam afraid I ſhall 0 impertinent, 1 
Sir; but may I enquire of whom you took 


| this houſe ?” — 
« Of a Mr. Monvel, 1 e to the 


Grand-Pre family, who has himſelf hired it, 5 


with the adjacent land, for a termi of years, 


of the gentleman who lately purchaſed it of 


the Baroneſs—a Mr. Dubois, As I was rather 
aſtoniſhed ſo ancient a family ſear ſhould 


have been diſpoſed of in ſuch a haſty manner 


(a circumſtance I learned from my banker), 
I expreſſed my ſurpriſe to Mr. Monvel, who 


informed me, in purſuance of her late father's 


wiſhes, that the young lady is gone to re- 


ſide in Germany, as ſhe is upon the point of 
marriage with a Nobleman of that country, 


who is averſe to ſpending any part of his time 
in Switzerland.“ 


The very ſtory ſhe ers me = 


meant to circulate, thought Clement; ce but 
where can ſhe be at this moment! Upon her 


road 


apparent myſtery would have been eluci- 


2 


en 


Preſſed him to partake of what his hoſpitality 9 
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road to Paris, moſt likely; and I haye been 
running from, inſtead of towards her. Had 
I waited a few days longer, no doubt this 


dated; perhaps an expreſs is now following 
me to N which will terminate my 


7 Ss anxiety.” e N 5 1 
Hing his gueſt's reverie, Mr. Maynard | 


had rung the bell, and given orders for va- 

rious refreſhments to be brought in. Love, 

he preſumed, had drawn his handſome coun- 2 

tryman to the caſtle; and if he neither knew I 

of the Baroneſs's departure nor intended 5 
v 
u 


marriage, his diſappointment but too well 
accounted for his abſence of mind. He noẽwẽW- 


induced him to offer. Clement had no ap- v 
petite; but he drank a few glaſſes of wine. 
Though his mind was far more at eaſe than fr 
before he faw Mr. Maynard, as he now | 1 
ſound the Baroneſs had certainly diſpoſed of b 
her eſtates; and though he was convinced ſhe 2 
had merely reported chat ſhe was going into fa 
| Germany, 


AM 5 . 
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to proceed chicher hene delay. .. 


He had bits: 6 SIE ablbebed | in cheſs” 


and various other refleftions, that he found 


himſelf again obliged to apologize to 


kind entertainer for his abſence of mind, 


who replied, He was afraid he had been 
unintentionally the herald of very bad. 
tidings. He had heard: the young Swiſſeſs 4 


3” 


was a very beautiful woman; pethaps— 


5 Tou muſt very naturally, my dear Sir, 
from my behaviour, interrupted Clement, 


c have ſuppoſed me an unſucceſsful lover; but 
believe me, I knew the Baroneſs was en- 
gaged before I entered the caſtle; nay, as [ 


laid at firſt, 1 . thought ſhe had left 


Switzerland. 
4 


a L ESHE RZ. e f 
diſlead her aher 5  Giends, he 1 
thought it very poſſible ſhe might have found 

it expedient to take a very Pe TA; and a 
much longer route than ſhe had at firſt 6:70 
tended ; when the idea that ſhe was at Cham- 
berry with their daughter darted acroſs his 


mind, and he no longer doubted but either a; 
the child or herſelf had been ill, and reſolved . 


5 
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Switzerland. A miſtake, whii ich las occur- 25 
red, has leſt me in ignorance of her preſent 
reſidence, and induced me to intrude upon 
vou. A elue has ſince preſented itſelf to 
my imagination, by which 1 hope to be 5 
able to trace her; I muſt therefore beg leave fe 
to wiſh you a good morning. Should I ever | 
again viſit Switzerland, 1 ſhall take the l- 
berty of paying my reſpects at the Caſtle 
of Grand-Pre, as I ſhall ever gratefully „ 
member the kind reception I have met with 
from i its preſent inhabitant.“ FE 


- 


8 _ V. - 


N 


Mr. Maynard made a very polite anſwer, 
expreſſive of his wiſh to ſee him again; and 
Clement, with. renovated hopes, returned 60 = 


Lauſanne, 


20 ny 63 


Adis. 
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